Essay Questions for Doctor Faustus and The Master and Margarita
1. How and why does Bulgakov use the Faust legend in The Master and Margarita?

2. “Manuscripts don't burn” (Bulgakov 287).

Consider the significance of the written word in either Doctor Faustus or The Master and Margarita.

3. “Be silent then, for danger is in words” (Marlowe 5.1.24).

Discuss the relationship between the spoken word and power in either Dr. Faustus or The Master and Margarita?

4. Discuss the treatment of women in either Doctor Faustus or The Master and Margarita.
5. Discuss the role of performances and theatrical references in either Dr. Faustus or The Master and Margarita.
6. Explore the issue of freedom in either Doctor Faustus or The Master and Margarita.
7. In Doctor Faustus, the titular character pursues magic for the sake of knowledge (among other things). What might the play suggest about the value and limits of human knowledge?

8. “Yes man is mortal, but that would only be half the trouble. The worst is that he is sometimes 

unexpectedly mortal—that's the trick!” (Bulgakov 15).

Investigate the importance of death in either Doctor Faustus or The Master and Maregarita.

9. Consider the contribution of the Pilate story to The Master and Margarita.
