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American University of Central Asia

Experimental Psychology and Practicum
Instructor: Kamila Kolpashnikova

E-mail: kolpashnikova_k@auca.kg
Office hours: by appointment, Room 215
Course Objective and Description: Research methods in psychology can be a very fascinating subject, if you learn how to conduct experiments and collect surveys. In this class, you will learn experimental and survey methods by doing experiments and surveys yourself under the instructions of your professor.
Learning outcomes:

Students will learn to collect, analyze and interpret experimental and survey data using SPSS. They will learn to implement a few designs, including independent groups design and repeated measures design. They will also learn how to collect the results of experiments, code them in SPSS, write the results up, and interpret the findings and compare them to previous research. During the semester, students will also design a questionnaire and collect survey data. They will also learn the basics of coding, analyzing, and writing up research results for survey design. 

As a result of this project, students will (1) present a research of their interest to other students; and (2) produce three research proposals utilizing three methods: experiment, survey, and a qualitative method of their choice. 

Readings: 

Required textbooks: 

 

1. John J.Shaughnessy, Eugene B. Zechmeister, and Jranne S. Zechmeister. (2000). Research Methods in Psychology. McGraw-Hill. (further referred to as RMP)
2. Parker, I. (2005). Qualitative psychology. Introducing Radical Research.     Open University Press, NY

3. Silverman, D. (2000). Doing Qualitative Research. Sage Publications,   London, Thousands Oaks, New Delhi (further referred to as Silverman)
Additional sources: 


1. Elmes, D.G., Kantowitz, B.H., Roediger III, H.L. (1989). Research Methods in Psychology. St.Paul: West Publishing Co. 

2. Heiman, G. (1999). Research Methods in Psychology. Boston: Houghton Muffin Co. 

3. Aronson, E., Ellsworth, P.C., Carlsmith, J.M., Gonzales, M.H. (1990). Methods of Research in Social Psychology. McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. 

7. Dyer, C.(1995). Beginning research in psychology a practical guide to research methods and statistics
8. Methods of research in social psychology (1990)

9. Heiman, G. W. (1999). Research methods in psychology Elmes, D. G. (1989). Research methods in psychology

10. Doing qualitative research multiple strategies (1992) 

Grading Information:

Participation in class discussions

throughout course

10%

Keeping up with other homework

throughout the course

15%
Presentations of research article

week 2 to week 5

10%
Presentation of research proposals

week 6 to week 16

20%

Midterm exam



March 9


15%

Research proposals 



week 16


30%

Participation in Class Discussions, Homework (25%)

Students are encouraged to participate in class discussions. Throughout the course, students will be given homework, which they need to submit by the date and time specified in e-course. Failure to submit the homework in time will result in the deduction of points. Students are also expected to present a research article of their choice.
Presentations of articles (10%)

Students will also present research articles that they find interesting. The topics can cover any area as long as they are related to psychology or experimental design. All presentations are expected to reflect students’ understanding and skill in applying research methods. The length of presentations will be around 10-15 minutes. Students should highlight the main hypotheses, elucidate the methods that they used for their projects, outline the results and how those findings fit into the literature (‘the bigger picture’).
Midterm exam (15%)

The midterm exam will cover concepts discussed in class on experimental design and on classmates’ presentation. It will test students’ understanding of experimental data analysis and processing.

Class presentations of research proposals (20%)

Students will present their research proposals and submit all three proposals (no longer than 2 pages each, single-spaces, Times New Roman, 12pt) no later than May 4th by 23:59. In their proposals, they will identify the research question, clarify its significance, position their study in the theoretical literature, elaborate the methods that they propose to reach their conclusions, and summarize the main expected results and potential contributions of the study. The presentations should be around 15 minutes long.

Research proposals (30%)

Students are required to submit their final projects no later than the last day of class. Research proposals must be no longer than 2 (two) pages each (you must submit three) (double-spaced, 12pt, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins), excluding references, graphs, tables, and appendices. 

Grading

The following grading scale will be used:

A= 90+ 

A-=85-89 

B+=80-84 

B= 76-80 

B-=72-76 

C+=68-71 

C=64-67 

C-=60-63 

D+=56-59 

D=53-55 

D-=50-52 

F<50 

Academic Dishonesty

Academic integrity is essential for maintaining academic standards. It is a moral policy which is strictly observed at the American University of Central Asia. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this course. Any student found to be plagiarizing will receive an ‘F’.

Class Schedule

	Dates
	Topics


	Readings
	Comments

	Week 1


	Scientific thinking in psychology.  Introduction to the course
	RMP, Chapter 1
	

	
	Ethical Issues in the conduct of Psychological Research 
	RMP, Chapter 2
	

	EXPERIMENTAL METHODS

	Week 2


	Independent groups experimental design
	RMP, Chapter 6
	

	
	Article presentations (4 students)
	
	

	Week 3


	Repeated measures experimental design
	RMP, Chapter 7
	

	
	Article presentations (4 students)
	
	

	Week 4


	Complex Designs
	RMP, Chapter 8
	

	
	Article presentations (4 students)
	
	

	Week 5


	Single-case research design
	RMP, Chapter 9
	

	
	Article presentations (4 students)
	
	

	Week 6


	Presentations of Research Project 1 (4 students)
	RMP, Chapter 10
	

	
	Day off (Feb 23th)
	
	

	DESCRIPTIVE RESEARCH METHODS

	Week 7


	Observation 
	RMP, Chapter 3
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 1 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 8


	Survey
	RMP, Chapter 4
	

	
	Midterm exam (March 9)
	
	

	Week 9

	Unobtrusive Measures of Behavior
	RMP, Chapter 5
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 1 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 10

	BREAK 
	
	

	QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS

	Week 11

 
	Qualitative methods in psychology
	Hand out
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 1 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 12


	Qualitative interviewing, focus groups
	Hand out
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 2 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 13


	Qualitative methods in psychology:

Narrative and discourse
	Hand out
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 2 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 14


	Ethnography
	Hand out
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 2 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 15


	Qualitative data analysis
	Hand out
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 2 (4 students)
	
	

	Week 16


	Presentations of Research Project 3 (4 students)
	
	

	
	Presentations of Research Project 3 (4 students)
	
	


