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American University of Central Asia

Economics Department

Economic Research Methods ECO309

Instructor: Kamila Kolpashnikova

E-mail: kolpashnikova_k@auca.kg
Office hours: by appointment, Room 215
Course Objective and Description: Doing research is a form of art. This course is designed for advanced economics students to apply their knowledge in practice. 
Learning outcomes:

Students will learn to analyze and interpret data using Stata. They will also learn the basics of writing up research results and of performing statistical analyses. The course will focus on ordinary least squares estimation with a short introduction to binary and multinomial logistic models.
As a result of this project, students will produce (1) an abstract of their future research; (2) a research proposal that they can submit as a part of application to a graduate school; and (3) a research paper using datasets of their own or the American Time Use Survey. 

Prerequisites: Students are expected to have prior knowledge in statistics and econometrics.

Readings: 

Dudenhefer, Paul. 2009. A Guide to Writing in Economics. Unpublished, Duke University.

Wooldridge, Jeffrey. 2009. Introductory Econometrics. A Modern Approach. 4th Edition. South-Western, Cengage Learning.

Grading Information:

Participation in class discussions

throughout course

10%

Keeping up with other homework

throughout the course

5%

Abstracts




week 4



10%

Presentation of research proposals

week 5



15%

Midterm exam



March 2


15%

Presentation of research papers

weeks 13-15


15%

Research papers 



week 15


30%

Participation in Class Discussions (10%)
Students are encouraged to participate in class discussions. 
Class presentations of research proposals (15%)
Students will present their research proposals and submit them (no longer than 2 pages, single-spaces, Times New Roman, 12pt) no later than February 16 by 23:59. In their proposals, they will identify the research question, clarify its significance, position their study in the theoretical literature, elaborate the methods that they propose to reach their conclusion, and summarize the main expected results and potential contributions of the study. The presentations should be around 5 minutes long.
Midterm exam (15%)
The midterm exam will cover statistical concepts discussed in class, test students’ understanding of data analysis and processing.

Presentations of individual research papers (15%)
Students will also present their final research papers. All presentations are expected to reflect students’ understanding and skill in applying statistical methods. The papers should meet the requirements applicable to academic writing. The length of presentations will be around 10-15 minutes. Students should highlight the main hypotheses, elucidate the methods that they used for their projects, and outline the results and how they fit into the literature (‘the bigger picture’). The deadlines for presentations and for submission of papers are indicated in the schedule below. Late papers will not be accepted.
Research papers (30%)
Students are required to submit their final projects no later the last day of class. Research papers must longer than 10 (ten) pages but within 20 (twenty) pages (double-spaced, 12pt, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins), excluding references, graphs, tables, and appendices. 

Grading

The following grading scale will be used:

A= 90+ 

A-=85-89 

B+=80-84 

B= 76-80 

B-=72-76 

C+=68-71 

C=64-67 

C-=60-63 

D+=56-59 

D=53-55 

D-=50-52 

F<50 

Academic Dishonesty

Academic integrity is essential for maintaining academic standards. It is a moral policy which is strictly observed at the American University of Central Asia. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this course. Any student found to be plagiarizing will receive an ‘F’.

Class Schedule:
	Dates
	Topics
	Reading and homework assignment

	Week 1 

Jan 17

Jan 19
	Course description; introduction to economic research;  introduction to Stata
	Attitudes survey DUE Jan 19

	Week 2

Jan 24

Jan 26
	types of writing in economics; review of in-text citations and referencing rules and styles, avoiding plagiarism; identifying and narrowing topic; thesis statements. Cleaning and processing datasets using Stata
	Pretest DUE Jan 24

Dudenhefer pp. 7-32

	Week 3

Jan 31

Feb 2
	Writing abstracts. Parts of a scientific paper. Descriptive statistics using Stata
	Dataset DUE Jan 31

Dudenhefer pp. 35-64

	Week 4

Feb 7

Feb 9
	Writing research proposals and describing methods part of a proposal/paper. Time use datasets cleaning with Stata
	Abstracts DUE Feb 7

	Week 5

Feb 14

Feb 16
	Presentations of research proposals
	Research Proposals DUE Feb 16 by 23:59

	Week 6

Feb 21

Feb 23
	OLS with Stata
	Quiz (10 min) in class

	Week 7

Feb 28

Mar 2
	Review of the course; feedback on writing; Midterm exam March 2
	Midterm exam March 2

	Week 8

Mar 7

Mar 9
	Continuing OLS with Stata; OLS interpretation
	Lab DUE Mar 9 

	Week 9

Mar 14

Mar 16
	Exercises using OLS (Stata) / write-up. 
	Quiz on Wooldridge Ch 2

	Week 11
Mar 28

Mar 30
	Multiple regression models with Stata/ write-up
	Quiz on Wooldridge Ch 3-4

	Week 12
Apr 4

Apr 6
	Exercises using multiple regression analysis (Stata) / write-up. 
	Quiz on Wooldridge Ch 5-6

	Week 13
Apr 11

Apr 13
	Interactions and categorical IVs with Stata/ write-up
	Quiz on Wooldridge Ch 7

	Week 14
Apr 18

Apr 20
	Presentations of research projects. Exercises using Interactions and categorical IVs (Stata) / write-up.
	

	Week 15
Apr 25

Apr 27
	Presentations of research projects. Introduction to logistic regression / interpretation (Stata).
	

	Week 16
May 2

May 4
	Presentation of research projects. Introduction to multinomial regression / interpretation (Stata).
	Projects DUE May 4 17:00


