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Session	  9.	  Le<-‐Turns	  



Plan	  of	  the	  lecture	  

	  
1.  Recap:	  The	  poli,cal	  environment	  of	  the	  

late	  1990s	  

2.  What	  is	  “the	  Le<”?	  

3.  Who	  are	  these	  Le<-‐wing	  regimes?	  	  

4.  Classifying	  the	  Le<	  in	  La,n	  America.	  
	  Two	  cases	  to	  compare:	  	  
	  	  
	  Brazil	  &	  Venezuela	  

5.	  Discussion:	  Venezuela,	  2014	  
	  
	  



Recap:	  Poli,cal	  environment	  of	  late-‐1990s	  

•  Nega,ve	  consequences	  a<er	  20	  years	  of	  neoliberalism:	  
unemployment,	  poverty,	  inequality,	  etc.	  	  

–  Is	  the	  turn	  to	  the	  Le<	  part	  of	  a	  normal	  electoral	  cycle?	  

•  In	  many	  places,	  the	  erosion	  of	  the	  party	  system	  (Venezuela,	  
Ecuador,	  Bolivia,	  Peru),	  as	  a	  result	  of:	  

–  Crisis	  of	  representa,on:	  pacted	  transi,ons;	  
“par$docracia”	  (partyarchy)	  

–  Non-‐ins,tu,onalized	  poli,cal	  par,cipa,on	  (social	  movements,	  
demonstra,ons,	  protests)	  

–  Corrup,on	  scandals,	  an,-‐poli,cs,	  distrust	  in	  poli,cal	  establishment	  and	  
the	  electoral	  success	  of	  outsiders	  

•  Commodity	  boom	  in	  the	  2000s.	  



What	  is	  “the	  Le<”?	  
•  History	  of	  the	  “Le<-‐Right”	  

spectrum:	  	  
–  French	  Revolu,on:	  

	  Le<	  (change)-‐Right	  (order)	  
	  

–  Marxism:	  	  
Le<	  (equality:	  public	  ownership	  of	  
means	  of	  produc,on	  and	  central	  
planning)-‐Right	  (liberty:	  market	  
alloca,on	  of	  means	  of	  goods	  and	  
services)	  

•  But	  since	  the	  1960s,	  a	  “New	  Le<”	  
also	  appeared	  on	  the	  map,	  less	  
concerned	  with	  material	  
redistribu,on	  as	  with:	  

–  Civil	  rights:	  race,	  ethnicity,	  
gender,	  LGBT	  

–  Environmentalism	  
	  

•  So,	  what	  is	  le<	  of	  the	  Le<?	  



The	  Le<	  in	  Post-‐Cold	  War	  La,n	  America	  
•  Jorge	  Castañeda	  (2006):	  	  

	  

“…that	  current	  of	  thought,	  poli,cs,	  and	  policy	  that	  stresses	  social	  
improvements	  over	  macroeconomic	  orthodoxy,	  egalitarian	  
distribuKon	  of	  wealth	  over	  its	  creaKon,	  sovereignty	  over	  
internaKonal	  cooperaKon,	  democracy	  (at	  least	  when	  in	  opposi,on,	  
if	  not	  necessarily	  once	  in	  power)	  over	  governmental	  effecKveness”.	  



Maxwell	  Cameron	  (2009):	  	  

“…the	  leaders,	  par,es,	  and	  movements	  that	  seek	  to	  
ameliorate	  inequality	  in	  its	  diverse	  manifestaKons,	  
and	  promote	  social	  inclusion,	  either	  through	  bofom-‐
up	  mobiliza,on	  by	  grassroots	  organiza,ons,	  top-‐down	  
policy	  ini,a,ves	  by	  personalist	  leaders,	  or	  legisla,on	  
by	  parliamentary	  par,es;	  they	  advocate	  the	  use	  of	  
state	  power	  to	  aIenuate	  the	  effects	  of	  markets,	  
either	  on	  behalf	  of	  broad	  mul,-‐class	  coali,ons	  or	  in	  
response	  to	  demands	  from	  specific	  social	  classes,	  
sectors	  and	  groups;	  and	  they	  promote	  transformaKon	  
in	  state-‐society	  relaKons	  through	  popular	  
parKcipaKon,	  some,mes	  challenging	  underlying	  
structures	  of	  domina,on	  with	  appeals	  to	  ‘lo	  popular’,	  
class,	  ci,zenship,	  and	  occasionally	  ethnicity”.	  

The	  Le<	  in	  Post-‐Cold	  War	  La,n	  America	  



•  Steven	  Levitsky	  &	  Kenneth	  Roberts	  (2011):	  	  

“…poli,cal	  actors	  who	  seek,	  as	  a	  central	  programma$c	  
objec$ve,	  to	  reduce	  social	  and	  economic	  inequaliKes.	  Le<	  
par,es	  seek	  to	  use	  public	  authority	  to	  redistribute	  wealth	  
and/or	  income	  to	  lower-‐income	  groups,	  erode	  social	  
hierarchies,	  and	  strengthen	  the	  voice	  of	  disadvantaged	  
groups	  in	  the	  poli,cal	  process.	  In	  the	  socioeconomic	  arena,	  
le<	  policies	  aim	  to	  combat	  inequali,es	  rooted	  in	  market	  
compe,,on	  and	  concentrated	  property	  ownership,	  enhance	  
opportuni,es	  for	  the	  poor,	  and	  provide	  social	  protec,on	  
against	  market	  insecuri,es…”	  

The	  Le<	  in	  Post-‐Cold	  War	  La,n	  America	  



•  Benjamín	  Ardi,	  (2008:67):	  
	  
Certain	  common	  features	  of	  the	  La,n	  American	  le<s	  today:	  
	  
•  Emphasis	  on	  equality	  and	  solidarity,	  but	  without	  the	  

Marxist	  ideology.	  
•  Accep,ng	  of	  private	  property	  and	  the	  market,	  but	  

challenges	  neoliberal	  economic	  policy.	  
•  The	  state	  remains	  crucial	  for	  regula,ng	  markets	  and	  

pursuing	  redistribu,on.	  
•  Suspicion	  of	  US	  foreign	  policy,	  but	  willing	  to	  nego,ate	  

trade	  agreements	  in	  advantageous	  terms.	  
•  Experimenta,on	  with	  mul,party	  electoral	  democracy	  

along	  with	  other	  formats	  of	  poliKcal	  parKcipaKon.	  

The	  Le<	  in	  Post-‐Cold	  War	  La,n	  America	  



Who	  are	  these	  Le<-‐wing	  regimes?	  

From	  Levitsky	  &	  Roberts	  2011:	  2	  



Classifying	  the	  La,n	  American	  Le<:	  	  
Castañeda	  or	  Levitsky	  &	  Roberts?	  

Castañeda:	  	  Populism	  (Ven.,	  Bol.,	  Ecu.)	  v.	  Social-‐democracy	  (Chile,	  Uru.,	  Brazil)	  
	  

Levitsky	  &	  Roberts:	  
	  
	  two	  dimensions:	  
(1)  Ins$tu$onaliza$on	  

of	  the	  party	  &	  	  
(2)  Concentra$on	  of	  

power	  

From	  Levitsky	  &	  Roberts	  2011:13	  



BRAZIL:	  The	  Workers’	  Party	  in	  Power	  I	  

•  Origins	  of	  the	  Workers’	  Party	  

–  1980:	  labour	  leaders,	  Catholic	  ac,vists,	  urban	  intellectuals,	  social	  
movements	  (MST)	  

–  Emphasis	  on	  state	  interven,on	  on	  the	  economy,	  societal	  par,cipa,on	  
(par,cipatory	  budge,ng,	  “basismo”)	  and	  “ethical	  government”	  

–  Becomes	  more	  moderate	  between	  1980	  and	  2002	  

•  The	  2002	  Elec,on	  

–  Luiz	  Inácio	  Lula	  da	  Silva	  runs	  for	  the	  fourth	  ,me.	  
–  Lula	  announces	  that	  he	  will	  honour	  exis,ng	  agreements	  with	  the	  IMF	  
–  Detachment	  from	  le<-‐wing	  radical	  organiza,ons	  (MST)	  
–  Benefits	  from	  the	  economic	  downturn	  generated	  by	  the	  2001	  Asian	  

crisis	  



Workers’	  Party	  in	  
Power	  II	  

•  Lula’s	  first	  administraKon	  (2002-‐2006)	  

–  Orthodox	  macroeconomic	  management:	  no	  significant	  
expropria,ons,	  ,ght	  fiscal	  policy:	  

•  Controlled	  infla,on	  (7.2%,	  2003-‐2007)	  
•  Economic	  growth	  (4.1%,	  2003-‐2008)	  

–  Limited	  land	  reform:	  

•  Distribu,on	  of	  public	  lands;	  reliance	  on	  agribusiness	  

–  Social	  policy	  and	  social	  assistance:	  Bolsa	  Família-‐
condi,onal	  cash	  transfer	  program	  

•  No	  major	  increases	  in	  social	  spending	  
•  Poverty	  reduc,on:	  from	  35.69%	  to	  22.70%	  
•  Growth	  in	  formal-‐sector	  labour	  market	  

–  CorrupKon	  scandals	  in	  2005:	  

•  PT	  played	  a	  key	  role	  in	  Collor	  de	  Mello’s	  
impeachment	  in	  1992	  

•  Mensalao	  (allowance)	  scandal	  

–  Popular	  parKcipaKon:	  

•  Par,cipatory	  budge,ng	  in	  municipali,es	  since	  the	  
1990s;	  difficul,es	  in	  scaling	  up	  to	  federal	  level	  

•  Na,onal	  Conferences,	  however.	  

–  Foreign	  policy	  oriented	  towards	  other	  developing	  
countries:	  G-‐20	  (2003),	  MERCOSUL	  



Workers’	  Party	  
in	  Power	  III	  

•  Lula’s	  second	  administraKon	  
(2006-‐2010)	  

–  Lula	  wins	  poor	  vote	  in	  the	  
rural	  North,	  loses	  some	  of	  his	  
tradi,onal	  support	  in	  the	  
urban	  South.	  

–  Investment	  in	  infrastructure	  
and	  R&D	  

–  83%	  approval	  ra,ng	  by	  the	  
end	  of	  the	  term	  

–  However	  s,ll	  facing	  
important	  challenges:	  
•  Security	  
•  Corrup,on	  

•  Dilma	  Rousseff’s	  administraKon	  
(2011-‐present)	  

–  Labour	  ac,vist	  under	  the	  military	  
dictatorship,	  Lula’s	  chief	  of	  staff	  
(2005-‐2010)	  

–  First	  female	  president	  
–  Con,nuity	  with	  Lula’s	  program	  
–  2013	  demonstra,ons	  against	  

infrastructural	  projects	  for	  2014	  
World	  Cup	  and	  low-‐quality	  of	  
public	  services	  



VENEZUELA:	  The	  Bolivarian	  Revolu,on	  	  

•  Punto	  Fijo	  Pact:	  
–  Stable	  democracy,	  coali,on	  governments,	  but	  partyarchy	  

•  Economic	  growth	  during	  the	  1970s,	  crisis	  during	  the	  
1980s	  

•  Caracazo	  (1989),	  need	  to	  impose	  austerity	  measures;	  
protests;	  repression	  

•  Coup	  afempt	  led	  by	  Chávez	  (1992):	  
	  hfps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyBgbhEEg3s	  	  



Venezuela	  under	  Chávez	  (Poli,cs)	  

•  Ini,ally	  wins	  the	  elec,ons	  of	  1998	  under	  a	  coali,on	  of	  several	  le<-‐
wing	  par,es.	  The	  number	  of	  par,es	  in	  the	  coali,on	  increasingly	  
diminished,	  un,l	  the	  PSUV	  became	  the	  only	  dominant	  force.	  

•  Fragmenta,on	  and	  coordina,on	  problems	  for	  the	  opposi,on.	  

•  Elec,ons:	  rarely	  fraud,	  but	  usually	  not	  free	  or	  fair	  (compe,,ve	  
authoritarianism)	  
–  Gerrymandering;	  harassment	  of	  the	  opposi,on;	  control	  of	  the	  media;	  

control	  over	  CNE;	  use	  of	  public	  resources	  to	  finance	  campaigns	  

•  Circumven,ng	  checks	  and	  balances	  (delega,ve	  democracy):	  
–  Rule	  by	  decree	  
–  Stacking	  the	  legislature	  
–  Stacking	  the	  Supreme	  Court	  
–  Plebiscitary	  poli,cs	  

•  Key	  ins,tu,ons	  are	  used	  for	  poli,cal	  purposes:	  CNE,	  Central	  Bank	  



Venezuela	  under	  Chávez	  (Economics)	  

•  Dependence	  on	  commodity	  exports	  (oil)	  

•  Na,onaliza,on	  of	  the	  economy	  

•  Excessive	  expenditures	  (public	  debt):	  

–  Social	  spending:	  health,	  educa,on,	  social	  assistance	  
–  Elec,ons	  spending	  
–  Foreign	  Policy:	  South-‐South	  Foreign	  Aid	  

•  Infla,on,	  employment	  &	  scarcity	  

–  Overspending	  helps	  to	  create	  jobs,	  but	  generates	  infla,on	  and	  debt	  (5.9%	  of	  
unemployment	  in	  2013).	  

–  In	  order	  to	  tame	  the	  effects	  of	  infla,on,	  three	  types	  of	  controls	  (alleviate	  short	  
term	  effects	  but	  make	  the	  problem	  worse	  in	  the	  long-‐run):	  

•  Currency	  exchange	  regula,ons	  (further	  infla,on;	  black	  markets;	  capital	  flight)	  
•  Labour	  regula,ons	  (further	  infla,on	  +	  low	  produc,vity)	  
•  Price	  controls	  (scarcity)	  



Venezuela,	  February	  2014	  
hfp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJ_d7YPxU7o	  
	  
Who	  are	  the	  true	  democrats?	  
	  
Let’s	  assume	  that	  Maduro	  legi,mately	  won	  the	  elec,ons	  in	  
2013.	  Is	  it	  democra,c	  to	  try	  topple	  through	  street	  
demonstra,ons	  a	  democra,cally	  and	  cons,tu,onally	  elected	  
president?	  
	  
The	  success	  of	  the	  Le<	  in	  many	  parts	  of	  L.A.	  relied	  on	  its	  
ability	  to	  mobilize	  outside	  electoral	  channels.	  Is	  the	  Right	  
following	  the	  same	  strategy	  now?	  What	  do	  you	  think	  are	  
going	  to	  be	  the	  consequences	  in	  the	  long-‐term?	  


