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I really enjoyed the presentation on the graphic novel ‘American Born Chinese.’ I’ve always found that stories about immigrants or children of immigrants have a common theme despite the country of origin— hurdles. Most of these books discuss the hurdles that immigrants face once they arrive in a new country and are building their lives. I read the book ‘Born Confused’ by Tanuja Desai Hidier when I was in elementary school and immediately felt like I was bonding with character, even though she was much older than I was and was dealing with adult things. I remember a few people asking me why I was interested in reading a story about a child of Indian immigrant parents. I told them that despite her background I was able to identify with the issues that she had with trying to find her place in the world while still being true to her culture. Many of the books that I’ve read by Jhumpa Lahiri also talk about finding that balance. 
One day I would love to teach a thematic unit about the immigrant experience and explore novels that are focused of different cultures and immigrating to Canada and the United States.
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