
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and policy 

development to advance the 

green economy in South Africa 

with special focus on 

biorefineries 
 

Abstract:  

The Government of South Africa, 

through the Department of  

Environmental Affairs, has set up 

the Green Fund to  support  the  

transition  to  a  low-carbon, 

resource-efficient  and pro-

employment  development  

pathway. The Green Fund supports 

green economy initiatives, including 

research, which could advance 

South Africa’s green economy 

transition. The biorefinery concept 

is a vital concept for development of 

the green economy, through the 

production of energy, fuels, 

chemicals and materials from bio-

based resources. This presentation 

does not only covers Green Fund 

project but also other relevant 

researches completed at Process 

Engineering Department in 

Stellenbosch University. A wide 

range of studied biorefinery 

scenarios including the following 

steps i.e. Techno-economic analysis 

(TEA), life cycle assessment (LCA) 

and social impact will be presented 

and discussed. Key policy messages 

resulted from this research wraps-

up the main findings for 

government, stockholders, investors 

and researchers 
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