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In his collection of interviews, French psychiatrist Félix Guattari (2008) reflects upon his first collaboration with the philosopher Gilles Deleuze in response to student-led revolution of May 1968, how both men “were worried about the future being readied for us” (p. 69) by schizophrenic capitalism. Since publishing Anti-Oedipus in the early 1970s, over the next three decades their ideas have had an impact on the field of metaphysics, psychiatry, cinema and literature. Although they do not directly address pedagogy, authors Diana Masny and David R. Cole examine specifically Deleuze’s impact on literacy, and in the process create Multiple Literacies Theory (MLT). It is not the first time for the scholars Masny and Cole to work together while exploring Deleuze’s “wild” theories, yet the structure of the current text raises the question how much influence the Canadian and Australian had over each other. At least with Deleuze and Guattari, most of their work was done in Paris, with avenues and boulevards separating them instead of oceans and continents. Masny and Cole are therefore mapping a more global schemata based on concepts such as rhizomatic learning, teacher-student affect and deterritorialization. They introduce Mapping Multiple Literacies by pointing out how a map has multiple points of entry, similar to Deleuze and Guattari’s (1987) milieu, the middle from which the rhizomes grow and overspill.
Following American Deleuze scholar Claire Colebrook’s foreward, Cole and Masny mark out the territories each of them will reterritorialize with their newly created concept, MLT. Masny writes Chapters 2, 4 and 5 by observing a multicultural community with children attending a French immersion elementary school in Ottawa, written as vignettes. Additionally, Masny provides a summary of her main Deleuzian concepts for each chapter and an exit to connect back to the bigger picture, the evolving map of MLT. Chapter 2 connects with theoretical development from New Literacy Studies (NLS) and Multiliteracies to her Multiple Literacies. The subtle differences between the increasingly similar-sounding theories, according to Masny, comes with the tendency for NLS and Multiliteracies theorists to fix literacy in one position, like a deeply-rooted tree, whereas MLT becomes more rhizomatically future-orientated she describes as immanence. Chapter 4 picks up on this sense of virtual possibilities and how they actualize with a Freirian concept of reading, reading the world and self. By Chapter 5, she looks at language and linguistics as part of the assemblage of meaning-making, and gives examples of how order-word actualize the virtual. Speaking and writing are both attempts to fix meaning in one place, to territorialize an idea, yet viewed from Deleuze and Guattari’s perspective every act of communication is disruptive, and ideas can deterritorialize and reterritorialize the meaning.
With Masny’s case for the virtual in literacy stated, Cole’s chapters are both grounded in practice and go beyond her structured arguments. Chapter 3 introduces affective literacy, the emotional and imaginative response to multiple literacies. Teachers and students both assume roles with regard to how closely they attach meaning or disengage from language lessons, and Cole proposes erotic language-affects as a more generative approach to learning by including themes of horror, racism and madness into novel study lesson. In Chapter 6, he continues to examine affect for teachers with a case study of pre-service English teachers in Tasmania. Here he returns to Guattari’s concern of “a future being readied” by exploring how soon-to-be professional teachers view the national standard of Essential Learnings. In his final individual chapter, he writes about what could be considered the fringes of MLT map: the future of digital literacy. Topics discussed in Chapter 7 are more than simply praise for classroom technology, with examples of middle school on-line video creation and Australian Muslim youth empowered by Facebook being exceptions; he writes instead how digital future of literacy goes boldly into imagined realms, such as the science fiction writing of Ursula le Guin and a Deleuzian digito-sphere. Taken together, each of Cole’s chapters seem to enact the territorialisation, de- and reterritorialization of becoming a teacher in the early 21st century. He even acknowledges English teachers’ resistance towards “the influence of French philosophy” (Masny & Cole, 2012, p. 136) of Deleuze and Guattari.
In order to make sense of a dense and occasionally repetitive phrasing, it is possible to prove the effectiveness of MLT by reterritorializing Masny and Cole’s discourse into the more familiar story of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s Little Prince. The learners become the inquisitive child prince as he makes meaning from the aviator’s drawing in unexpectedly imaginative ways. The dangerous baobab trees growing on Planet B-612 are both arborescent and rhizome-like, only a hazard when they become too deeply rooted. MLT maps out the way in which these plants can connect to other territories, even other worlds (one has to wonder where the seeds come from that are a continual nuisance). Retelling the popular French fable with immanence in mind, the Prince’s journey become a more populated galaxy: more plants, animals, people and possibilities than the actualized events in the story. Neither the Little Deleuzian Prince nor Mapping Multiple Literacies may be the right book for teachers wanting a quick-fix literacy lesson plan using the latest pedagogical gadget. Taking time to understand the author’s ‘astral works’ which Cole refers to in Chapter 7 brings the machinic arguments of Deleuze and Guattari onto a higher plane (or plateau) of digital connectivity. Student teachers wanting to be part of a new French revolution will find their map very informative.
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