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The Quad Text Set Framework



Quick Tip for ELL Teachers:
Lexical Tutor

VocabProfiler can help

quickly identify both 

Key Vocabulary

and

Reading Difficulty



Visual Accessible

Informational

Sample 
Quad Text 
Set

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrabKK9Bhds


What do You Know about Text Sets?

Traditional Text Sets Quad Text Sets

- varying reading 
levels

- students read    
independent level 
text

- four specific texts

- students reach each 
text

- uses reading guide

- work toward target 
text

- builds 
background 
knowledge

- multiple texts & 
genres

- connected to a 
common theme



Activity: 
Creating 
Text Sets

- 6 Groups.
- Each group is given a target text 

or subject matter.

Groups will either: 

- find all texts to complete the text 
sets.

- guess for which subject matter 
this text set is and find texts to 
compliment and support the 
target text



Post-Activity Discussions:

Share your chosen texts and your 
method of presentation



Big Ideas
- Reading volume, text difficulty, motivation, and background knowledge all 

influence the reading experience for students. 

- Using text sets helps to identify and focus on important knowledge for 
students.

- Looking at multiple texts helps students to find patterns and to come to a 
deeper meaning of shared themes. 



Strategies
- Easier texts help to scaffold harder ones. 
- What students already know affects what details they find interesting and 

important. 
- Pick topics that students find interesting. 
- Use different types of texts that you know students will find engaging. 
- Different types of texts help students who may have difficulties reading. 




