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Movie Personal Response

“It’s funny because I never used to buy videos.  Never even rented them, to be honest.  But now…I don’t know, it seems somehow comforting to go back and watch all the movies that meant something to me.  I don’t go out much, and when I do see a movie it’s always a disappointment.”


“The past was better?”


“No, the past was worse.”


“I agree.  But maybe it’s those old movies were better.”


“I don’t think so.  That’s the point of Lorenzo Martinez’s book:  those movies weren’t important for everybody, but they meant something to you.” 






           --The Movies of  My Life, Alberto Fuguet









This is not an assignment in which you are to write about the best movie that you have ever seen; rather, this is an assignment about one of your favourite movies, one that has made a profound effect upon your life.  Or perhaps the movie itself left little impact on you, but the circumstances around the viewing of the film have left their mark, positively or negatively.  Your response can be funny, touching or analytical; it can take the form of a rant, a philosophical rumination, a personal narrative account, or any suitable prose form.  What is most important is that I “hear” a confident, distinct, consistent voice.  I urge you to dazzle me with your creativity and risk-taking.

In a clear and affecting piece of personal writing, discuss the viewing of a movie

that has made a profound impression on your life.  Ensure that you discuss the

circumstances surrounding the viewing of the film with specific and exacting detail.

Other Things That I Am Looking For….

· Specific, tangible, evocative details:  of the movie, of the events surrounding your viewing, of the indelible impression it has made on you

· Interesting and suggestive syntax and diction: play around with phrasing and word choice

· A clear sense of progression throughout your piece of writing: an engaging introduction, a sense of “flow” to the body of your piece, an effective conclusion that draws your writing to a sense of closure.

NOTE:  The intent of this assignment is to write about a movie—I realize that some of you may not be regular movie watchers; if this is the case, feel free to discuss your reaction to any piece of art:  a painting, a piece of classical or popular music, a novel or short story, a play, even a television show.[image: image1.png]



