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Major Scene Analysis Project
You are to select a three to five minute scene from a film of your choice (please be sensitive to violence, language and mature images!) and offer a THOROUGH filmic analysis of it, using the terminology learned in class.  You are to discuss ALL elements of the scene.  Consider the scene’s importance to the entire film:  why is it important to the overall theme of the film?  What is the director attempting to achieve with this particular scene?  What techniques does he or she employ to achieve the artistic unity of this scene?
Your presentation will be no less than twenty minutes long; preparation for this presentation is an absolute MUST.
Things to Remember…
*be careful to select a scene that is rich in technique; a scene from a movie that offers little in the way of artistic merit will leave you with little to talk about—BE DISCRIMINATING WITH YOUR SELECTION!
*offer some context for the scene; your presentation should begin with general information about the movie selected (director, year filmed, social context, why you have selected this particular film), and then you should offer information for the particular scene (character names, applicable and relevant plot information, etc.) so the entire class can understand the context for the scene

*show the scene once in its entirety

*THOROUGHLY discuss the scene, cognizant of the following:  camera movement 

and placement, proxemics, camera angles, transitions between 

scenes, editing techniques, mise-en-scene, character development, 

relevant themes, etc.
*feel free to use the PAUSE button to freeze frame on a particular image and thoroughly discuss that frame’s relevance or symbolic intent

*you are allowed your own notes for your presentation; try to use cue cards and be as organized as possible

*if you are interested in creating a power point demonstration, this may be effective; overheads and other visuals might enhance the impact of your presentation
*provide a summary of the important points of your scene analysis on a detailed and comprehensive handout for the whole class
If you have any difficulty locating the DVD version of the film that you are working on, please notify me; I’ll find you one.
You must tell me what film you will be discussing a week from today!
