Independence Day

1. Where is the source of the transmission believed to be coming from?

2. What is the first thing that the alien say to everyone?

3. What was the cause of death of the First Lady?

4. What is the date at the beginning of the movie? What happens on each consecutive day until July 4th?

5. What has everyone in the researching area come to call the dead aliens on display? 

6. The movie begins with the arrival of the aliens right away, and focuses on the government trying to figure out ways to get rid of the aliens. Is this an effective way to start the movie, or would it have been better had they shown the main character first?

7. How is humour used to ease the tension? Give one example in your response.

8. What is the double meaning of the words ‘independence day’?  

9a. Define irony.

  b. What is ironic about the song, played at the beginning of the movie with the lines   

  “It’s the end of the world as we know it”?

  c. What is the irony in the statement “they didn’t fly here a billion light years to be 

  hostile”?

10a. Define stereotypes.

  b. State how the following characters are stereotyped in this movie or in any movies in 

  general: aliens, the ‘heroes’, the president.

11. Generally speaking, what camera shot is used to show the enormousness of the alien ships? Is this technique effective? Explain your reasoning.

