English 10-1: Psycho Quotation Analysis

Section A: Irony in the Quotations

A powerful tool for lending a film or any story shape is irony. Dramatic irony is created when an audience knows more about events than the characters in a film and can anticipate what is about to happen. 

Think about moments in the film when you know more about what is going on than a character or characters. How does this 'knowledge' contribute to your experience or enjoyment of the film? Does it add to the suspense? Even though you know more than a character such as Arbogast as he climbs the stairs, what does Hitchcock do to ensure that we still experience shock in this scene? How important is dramatic irony in a suspense film? 

Task 

The following is a list of some of the ironic lines that pepper the script. In each case, comment on the added significance of the line now you know the whole film. In other words, why is the phrase/scene ironic? 

SCENE 



SCRIPT




        IRONIC EFFECT 

1.Marion to Sam 


"Checking out time in these 

in hotel room. 


kinds of hotels is 3.30 and when 






your time's up…" 

2. Traffic cop              

"There are plenty of motels in 

to Marion.              

this area…I mean…just to be safe". 

3. California Charlie   

 "The first customer is always the most 

to Marion.               


  trouble…" 

4. Marion imagining 

"I'll get it back and if any of it is missing,

Cassidy’s fury.
 

I'll replace it with her fine soft flesh.”
 

5. Norman excusing 

“What’s the phrase… she isn’t

his mother’s ‘outbursts’
  
quite herself today.” 

6. Norman to Marion 

“A boy’s best friend is his mother.”

during their supper together. 

7. Old Lady in Sam’s 

“Death should always be painless.”

talking about insect poison.

8.  Norman to 


“Old habits die hard….”

Arbogast. 

Section B: Quotations Analysis

Below is a list of various quotations that are seen in the movie Psycho. Read through the quotations; make short notes as to why the quotation might be significant. Then, choose five quotations and analyze their significance. You do not need the speaker, or the circumstances, merely focus on the significance of the statement. Think about aspects such as symbolism, theme, irony, and especially characterization.

1. Marion, at the office.

Headaches are like resolutions; you forget them as soon as they stop hurting.
2. Secretary, talking to Marion.

I’ve got something, not aspirin. My mother’s doctor gave them to me the day of my wedding. Teddy was furious when he found out I’d taken tranquilizers.
3. Tom Cassidy, flirting with Marion in the office, is talking about his daughter’s upcoming wedding and his gift to her.

Do you know what I’d do about unhappiness? I’d buy it off…I’m not buying happiness, just buying off unhappiness.
4. “Mrs. Bates”, before Norman goes to eat with Marion.

She’ll not be appeasing her ugly appetite with my food or my son! Or do I have to tell her because you don’t have the guts! Huh boy? You have the guts boy?
5. Norman talking to Marion while she’s eating.

N- You know what I think? I think we’re all in our private traps. Clamped in them and none of us can ever get out. We scratch and claw but only at the air, only at each other. And for all of it, we never budge an inch.
M- Sometimes we deliberately step into those traps.
N- I was born in mine, I don’t mind it anymore.
6. Norman responding to Marion when she said ‘If anyone talked to me like that….”

Sometimes when she talks to me like that, I feel I’d like to go up there and curse her, and leave her forever. Or at least defy her but I know I can’t. She’s ill.
7. Norman and Marion continuing to talk about Mrs. Bates.

It was just too great a loss (death of boyfriend) for her. She had nothing left…a son is a poor substitute for a lover.

8. Norman’s response to Marion when she suggests for Norman to leave.

Who’d look after her? The fire would go out. It’d be cold and damp like a grave. If you love someone, you don’t do that to them, even if you hate them. I don’t hate her, I hate what she’s become. I hate the illness.

9.Norman’s response to Marion when she suggests to have Mrs. Bates confined.

What do you know about caring? Have you ever seen the inside of one of those places? The laughing and the tears and the cruel eyes studying you. My mother there? But she’s harmless. She’s as harmless as one of those stuffed birds.
10. (Refer to circumstances in #9)

People always mean well. They cluck their thick tongues and shake their heads and suggest- oh so delicately. Of course, I’ve suggested it myself. But I hate to even think about it. She needs me. It’s not as if she were a maniac, a raving thing. She just goes a little mad sometimes. We all go a little mad sometimes.

11. Marion talking to Norman right before she leaves the parlor.

I stepped into a private trap back there (Phoenix) and I’d like to go back and try to pull myself out of it before it’s too late for me too.
12. Norman’s opening remarks to Arbogast.

Hate the smell of dampness. It’s such a, I don’t know, creepy smell.

13. Norman’s response to Arbogast during the questioning.

I’m not a fool. And I’m not capable of being fooled, not even by a woman. Let’s put it this way. She (Marion) might have fooled me, but she didn’t fool my mother.
14. The psychiatrist’s analysis of Norman Bates. (Think about what the psychiatrist said before during his explanation of Norman Bates’ condition.)

Now that's what I meant when I said I got the story from the mother. You see, when the mind houses two personalities, there's always a conflict, a battle. In Norman's case, the battle is over, - and the dominant personality has won.
15. ‘Mrs. Bates’’ monologue.

It's sad, when a mother has to speak the words that condemn her own son. But I couldn't allow them to believe that I would commit murder. They'll put him away now, as I should have years ago. He was always bad, and in the end he intended to tell them I killed those girls and that man, as if I could do anything but just sit and stare, like one of his stuffed birds. They know I can't move a finger and I won't. I'll just sit here and be quiet, just in case they do... suspect me. They're probably watching me. Well, let them. Let them see what kind of a person I am. I'm not even going to swat that fly. I hope they are watching... they'll see. They'll see and they'll know, and they'll say, "Why, she wouldn't even harm a fly...”
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