English 30-1: The Shawshank Redemption Film Analysis
Fear can hold you prisoner. Hope can set you free.
The Shawshank Redemption, directed by Frank Darabont, is loosely based on Stephen King’s short story Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Prison. The movie was release in 1994 and was nominated for some Academy Awards (including Best Actor for Morgan Freeman) but was outshadowed by Forrest Gump.

Significant characters to keep in mind: Andy Dufresne, Ellis Boyd ‘Red’ Redding, Warden Norton, Captain Hadley, Brooks Hatlen and Tommy.

** All final answers should be written on a separate sheet of paper.

Literary Analysis
1a. Define the word redemption.

  b. Based on the definition of the word ‘redemption’ and the events in the movie, why do  

  you suppose the movie is titled The Shawshank Redemption? 

2. Characters

a. Upon your first introductions to Andy and Red, what do we learn about their characters? What are your first impressions?
b. Reflecting back on the ‘Rooftop scene’, what does the audience learn about dignity, courage and hope? In what way is this scene a turning point for the inmates’ view on Andy and for Andy himself?

c. Who would you say is the protagonist of this film? Although Red narrates throughout the movie, the main events are based around Andy’s character. Upon further examination, if Andy is the protagonist, he really makes no significant change. Explain your reasoning.

d. As mentioned in question 2c, Andy could be argued to be a flat character. He is static, but provokes change in others- even though the other characters may be seen as minor characters. Explain how Andy (main character) inflicts change on the officers of the prison, Tommy and Red (minor characters).

e. Both Brooks and Red are seen leaving the prison. Both scenes are parallel to each other- in the way they leave, where they live, where they work, etc. However, how do these scenes juxtapose each other?

3. Symbolism/Motifs

a. References to the Bible are seen throughout the film- especially surrounding Warden Norton’s character. In what ways is the use of this reference ironic? How is the parallel to the Bible different for Andy’s character? (Examine the very end scene of his escape.)
b. There are also constant references/images to walls. How are they  significant to this movie?

Quotation Analysis
Analyze the following quotations; remembering aspects such as the speaker, the circumstances, and the significance of the quote (whether it is used to reveal character, theme, conflict, symbolism, etc.)

1. And that’s how it came to pass, that on the second to last day of the job, the convict crew that tarred the plate factory roof in the spring of ’49 wound up sitting in a row, at 10 o’clock in the morning, drinking icy cold bohemian beer, courtesy of the hardest screw that ever walked a turn at Shawshank State Prison.
2. These walls are kind of funny. First you hate 'em, then you get used to 'em. Enough time passes, gets so you depend on them. That's institutionalized. They send you here for life, that's exactly what they take. The part that counts, anyways. (Look at the reoccurring images/references to walls and how they might be significant to the film.)
3. Here's where it makes the most sense. You need it so you don't forget. Forget that there are places in the world that aren't made out of stone. That there's a - there's a - there's something inside that's yours, that they can't touch.

4. Dear fellas, I can't believe how fast things move on the outside. I saw an automobile once when I was a kid but now they're everywhere. The world went and got itself in a big damn hurry... Sometimes after work I go to the park and feed the birds. I keep thinking Jake might just show up and say hello. But he never does…I have trouble sleepin' at night. I have bad dreams like I'm falling. I wake up scared. Sometimes it takes me a while to remember where I am… I don't like it here. I'm tired of being afraid all the time. I've decided not to stay. I doubt they'll kick up any fuss. Not for an old crook like me. 
[carves "Brooks was here" into wood. Admires his work for a moment. Then kicks out the table beneath him and hangs himself]

5. I find that I am so excited I can barely sit still or hold a thought in my head. I think it’s the excitement only a free man can feel; a free man at the start of a long journey, whose conclusion is uncertain. I hope I can make it across the border. I hope to see my friend, and shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is as blue as it has been in my dreams. I hope. (Contrast this quote to before, when this character states/believes when he says: “Hope is a dangerous thing, it can drive a man insane…”)

Film Analysis
1. Identify a scene where music is important. There may or may not be words with the music. Explain how it is used and to what effect.

2. Below is a list of scenes to analyze. For each of the scenes provide brief notes/brainstorming ideas. Then after a complete analysis of each scene, choose 2 scenes to examine in detail and explain their significance both on their own and to the overall film. 

a. Andy’s sentence by the judge.

b. Introduction to Shawshank prison & Andy’s arrival.

c. Roof top scene.

d. Brooks’ leaving scene.

e. Shooting of Tommy.

f. Andy’s final escape.
