
On Indigenous Literature



Goals for today: 
❖ Reminder: your blog posts only 

have to be 1-3 sentences. Of 
course, you’re welcome to write 
more, BUT it is not a 
requirement! 

❖  Explore a couple of 
Indigenous texts

❖ Strategize how we might infuse 
Indigenous content and 
pedagogy into the classroom



Storytelling to start 
Why storytelling? As Mac-Lean and Wason-Ellan (2006) report, storytelling is important 
to Indigenous communities because: 



Storytelling to start: 
6 word memoirs  

Because storytelling is 
foundational in indigenous 
pedagogy, we are going to engage 
in some storytelling to start 
today, with the added aim to get 
to know one another better! 



6 word 
memoirs: 
Exemplars 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZOxhHXZW6o


Storytelling to start: 
6 word memoirs  

Try writing and sharing a 6 word 
memoir with the folks around 
you! 



Davidson’s “Prove them wrong”

❖ Did Dr. Davidson’s paper provide 
some insights into how Indigenous 
literature learners might be feeling in 
schools that lack representation?

❖ Is there Indigenous literature that 
you would be excited to share with a 
group of literature learners? 

❖ Are there any Indigenous texts that 
you feel really powerfully combat 
negative stereotypes? 



From English First Peoples 12 curriculum: 



Keeping these questions in mind, let’s read a couple of pieces 
of Indigenous literature: 



1. “Strawberries” by Drew 
Hayden Taylor 



Drew Hayden Taylor on using humour to combat racism

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfrk28HJs-Q


From English First Peoples 12 curriculum: 
With these questions in mind, what do we make of “Strawberries”? 



2. “The terrible beauty of 
the reserve” (poem) by 
Billy Ray Belcourt





Billy Ray Belcourt 
Winning the Griffin Prize 

*Start at 5:45 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id3K9KyRdnM


From English First Peoples 12 curriculum: 
With these questions in mind, what do we make of “The terrible beauty of the reserve”? 


