
On being a literature educator
& welcome to LLED 449! 



Goals for today: 

❖  Introductions and community 
building 

❖  Identify and communicate what you 
need and want from the course

❖  Consider the value of teaching 
literature

❖ Ruminate on how you are authoring 
yourselves as literature educators

❖ *Decide: Do you want two ten minute 
breaks or leave early at 10:40 am? 



Welcome to LLED 449! 

Invitation: Take a few moments to 
reconnect with your classmates, enjoy some 
treats, play with table topics, and so on! 

With adolescents, I always like starting the first 
class with treats,  providing an opportunity for 
students to catch up with one another, expel nervous 
energy, etc. while I take attendance, introduce 
myself to everyone, and get a sense of the group. 



Who am I? 
I met some of you during guest lectures in Drs. Ahn and 
Davidson’s classes this past year, but if I’m a stranger to 
you, a few things about me: 

❖ My early teaching experiences included working as 
an English lit TA and as a volunteer educator on 
the Mishkeegogamang First Nation reserve 

❖ I completed my teacher training in Toronto 
❖ I worked as a high school English teacher for six 

years in Alberta 
❖ I’m now a UBC PhD candidate in LLED and my 

research is focused on bringing trauma literature 
into the English classroom.



My teaching context
❖ I taught in one school for six years in 

Alberta, English 9-12 
❖ Our school was in a small city outside 

of Calgary
❖ The school had a mix of students, but 

many kids came from a lower 
socioeconomic background 

❖ Generally, myself and my colleagues 
had to work really hard to engage 
students in learning 



Take the room’s temperature (check-in activity)

Instruction: Describe your 
current mood using emojis. Open a 
new message on your phone, enter 
as many emojis as you wish, and 
show your neighbour. Explain 
your choices.

This can be a really humorous and 
helpful activity to begin a class with 
- especially with kids you don’t know 
well yet. 



Welcome to LLED 449! 
Let’s review the syllabus together. 



Difficult article
(introductory activity)

This can be a great exercise to use near the 
beginning of a literature course. It quickly 
foregrounds the idea that reading is really 
hard work, and we should never feel 
ashamed to admit when we don’t 
understand something, aren’t connecting 
with a piece of literature, and so on. 



Reflecting on: “7 things I wish people understood about 
being a teacher” ~ 1
● Instruction: Break into seven groups 

and reflect on one items on the list. In 
your discussion and based on your 
teaching experiences, consider the 
following questions: 
○ Did this resonate with you? Why or 

why not? 
○ Do you have anything to add? 
○ What questions might you have 

regarding what to expect when you 
become a literature teacher? 



Reflecting on “7 things I wish people understood about 
being a teacher” ~ 2

● Try creating this list: 

“Things I wish people 
understood about being a 
teacher candidate and/or early 
teacher” 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukEKu3b2FD8


Janice, Grade 12 student 
Carefully read Grade 12 student (Janice’s) text on the novel “Never let 
me go” by Kazuo Ishiguro and discuss the following questions: 

❖ What kind of literature do you think this student is reading?
❖ How might the teacher have ‘front-loaded’ the reading of this 

book?
❖ What instructions do you think the student was given? 
❖ What kinds of resources did Janice likely draw on to write this 

piece of the text?
❖ If Janice were here, what kind of feedback would you give her on 

the content of her text?
❖ If you were teaching this type of literature, what type of 

assignment might you design? 





Introduction to blog & sign up 



Please send me an email 

Please send me an email so that (1) I have 
yours, (2) you might let me know ‘where 
you’re coming from’ - are you a teacher 
candidate? A working teacher? An MA or 
MEd student? And (3) include either a title 
of a book you love or a genre you typically 
read. 

Also, if you have any private questions, 
concerns, thoughts, please let me know so that 
I can do my best for you. 



YA Text Presentation 
sign-up

❖ Take some time to find your 
groups of 4

❖ Once in your group of 4, sign 
up for a day to present

❖ Take a bit of time to discuss 
text possibilities



“Driving to school, the English teacher” 


