
On teaching YA lit



Goals for today: 

❖ Explore the potential in 
teaching YA lit 

❖ Critically consider “the text 
complexity staircase” 
(Connors, 2015, p. 95). 

❖ Trouble the inclination of 
using “the hypothetical 
adolescent reader as a tool for 
evaluating YAL” (Sulzer & 
Thein, 2016, p. 169). 



We’re going to spend a bit of time critically considering how 
teens see themselves and are seen 

We’re going to take a look at a piece from The New Yorker that explores “what teenage girls seen 
when they look in the mirror” - photos of girls staring at themselves in the mirror. Let’s use this as 
an entrypoint into thinking about assumptions we might make about what texts we think 
teenagers will “see” themselves in - or not. 
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Let’s examine some of our beliefs about adolescents. Finish 
any of the following (Sulzer & Thein, 2016):



Great advice from Sulzer & Thein (2016)





Let’s pause here; do we all know what intersectionality is? 
Intersectionality is a major 
concept, and it is being used 
(and misused) a lot right 
now, including within 
educational contexts. There 
are many definitions of and 
debates about 
intersectionality, but let’s 
start with Dr. Crenshaw, 
who coined the term: 

Please note: This is a video made by the NAIS 
that is helpful for our purposes, and not a call 
for independent schools.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViDtnfQ9FHc


Let’s pause here; do we all know what intersectionality is? 

This is a helpful, humorous 
resource for beginning a 
discussion with students on 
intersectionality. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgK3NFvGp58


Let’s get a teen’s perspective on what’s tired in YAL

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7D3utO83yw


Great advice from Sulzer & Thein (2016)



Explore YA text resources

Take a few moments to explore the YAL 
resources listed in the Recommended 
Resources section of the syllabus (all link on 
the class blog). Come up with at least 3 YA 
books that you would be interesting in 
reading and/or teaching. Be prepared to 
say something about why you’re interested 
in these texts. 



Concentric circles activity: Recommending YAL 

Check out this resource on facilitating classroom discussions: 
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/ 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/


Reflecting on Ebarvia, 
Parker, & Schmidt 
(2018) 
Any reactions to this article? 







Reflecting on Roberts (2013) 

Any reactions to this article? 



A quick plug for a great alternative or complementary text to 
Pride & Prejudice 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkWky3o___8

