
On teaching picture books



Goals for today: 
❖ Presentations begin today: 3 

groups
❖ Debrief Dr. Shoemaker’s talk
❖ - In what ways can picture books 

be used to enhance literature 
learning?

❖ - How might we encourage 
students to critically (re)examine 
picture books?

❖ - What are some examples of 
picture books that we might 
want to teach?



Dr. Kathy Shoemaker’s talk
❖ Let’s debrief; did anything in her talk 

resonate with your personal pedagogy? 
❖ Did you encounter any texts you would 

want to use in your classroom? How 
would you teach them? 

❖ Did any teaching practices she 
mentioned sound compelling to you? 
➢ For example: 

■ Having students create picture books 
■ Using the “Read 7x” strategy 
■ Addressing the history of comics in 

teaching comics and graphic novels 

❖ Other responses? 



A quick note: A graphic novel I just learned about



Our first three text presentations!



What are your favourite children’s picture books? 

Write down the title of a children’s story - 
preferably a picture book - on a post-it 
note. 



Reflecting on the Hayik (2016) reading 

The first sentence reads: 

Children’s literature is “perhaps the most 
influential genre read” (Christensen, 1991, p. 68).



Thinking tug-of-war (collaborative/visual thinking activity)

Please take the post-it note of your favourite story from childhood and come up to the front to 
stick it on the board along the “string” that represents the validity of the quote. Place your 
post-it note so that it represents the degree to which you agree or disagree with the statement:

Children’s literature is “perhaps the most 
influential genre read” (Christensen, 1991, p. 68).
 



Thinking tug-of-war inspo: 



Reflecting on the Hayik (2016) reading 

Any immediate ideas and impressions of 
this study? 





Moments from Hayik (2016) to consider:  



Moments from Hayik (2016) to consider:  
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Moments from Hayik (2016) to consider:  



Hayik’s (2016) participants, 2 years later...

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sF6wXKsFNCs


Returning to your favourite books...
❖ How does the text you recalled for the 

“thinking tug-of-war” activity:
➢ Represent gender? 
➢ Reproduce or challenge stereotypes? 
➢ Center or silence voices? 
➢ Contain any ‘hidden’ messages? 
➢ Contain any explicit messages? 
➢ Engage in didacticism?  
➢ Explore a particular experience? 
➢ Speak to sociopolitical systems in society? 
➢ Say something about community? 
➢ Position children? Adolescents? Adults? 
➢ Portray power? 

These are only a few examples of items to consider when engaging in 
critical literacy to (re)consider children’s picture books



The red tree by Shaun Tan



The red tree by Shaun Tan  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAsEq6EG8jE


Analyzing The red tree by Shaun Tan  

❖ What THEMES might we explore 
with this text? 

❖ What SYMBOLISM might we explore 
with this text? 

❖ What IMAGERY is particularly 
provocative? 

❖ Do any METAPHORS resonate with 
you? 

❖ Would this serve as a good 
complementary text when studying 
something else? 



I’ve paired The red tree with Speak



I also think it would work wonderfully with: 

Discuss the girl in relation to Crooks: 



Crooks & the girl: 



I also think it would work wonderfully with: 

Sylvia Plath’s poetry (or any of the confessional poets) 

Also check out: Robert Lowell, Anne Sexton, and W. D. Snodgrass



The red tree and Plath poetry



Unpacking my favourite childhood story: Strega Nona 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULUG8IIo9-8


Try beginning a literature 
course this way! 

Have students bring in a copy of their favourite 
childhood picture book; it is a part of their literacy 
autobiography. Discuss why these stories were so 
meaningful for them and then have them critically 
analyze how these stories might have shaped their 
worldviews. 



Unpacking Strega Nona 
❖ How does this text:

➢ Represent gender? 
➢ Reproduce or challenge stereotypes? 
➢ Center or silence voices? 
➢ Contain any ‘hidden’ messages? 
➢ Contain any explicit messages? 
➢ Engage in didacticism?  
➢ Explore a particular experience? 
➢ Speak to sociopolitical systems in society? 
➢ Say something about community? 
➢ Position children? Adolescents? Adults? 
➢ Portray power? 

These are only a few examples of items to consider when 
engaging in critical literacy to (re)consider children’s picture 
books


