
On marginalized voices: 
LGBTQ+ Perspectives & Literature (continued) 



Reflecting on yesterday’s class & blog entries 
Our class yesterday and the class blog contributions prompted me to do a great deal of 
reflection on notions of inclusion, ‘equality,’ when opposing ideas arise in the classroom, 
and allyship.  A few questions that I want to bring forward today include: 

❖ In what ways is teaching a political act? 
❖ How might we invite activism into our literacy learning? How does activism 

connected with critical literacy learning? What does it afford us? 
❖ What are some strategies we might use to shift from defending to dialoguing? 
❖ How might we challenge students when their views impacts vulnerable peers?
❖ How might we teach students to act as allies and accomplices? 
❖ How might we move past ‘passive allyship’ to act as allies and accomplices? 
❖ How do we contend with resistance to SOGI issues in school? 



Reflecting on yesterday’s class & blog entries 

 

I find that whenever I reflect on my pedagogy, 
and consider difficult questions with regards 
to teaching, I end up turning to the scholar 
bell hooks. As such, I wanted to share some of 
her wisdom regarding teaching as a starting off 
point today, and recommend that everyone 
read her work. 



A few bell hooks quotes to start our learning today: 

“We deliberately choose to 
teach in ways that that 
further the interests of 
democracy, of justice” 
(hooks, 2010, p. 27)



A few bell hooks quotes to start our learning today: 

“We must pursue all 
opportunities to 
decolonize our minds 
and the minds of our 
students” (hooks, 2010, 
p. 28).



A few bell hooks quotes to start our learning today: 

“When we teach our 
students that there is safety 
in learning to cope with 
conflict, with differences of 
thought and opinion, we 
prepare their minds for 
radical openness” (hooks, 
2010, p. 88).



A few bell hooks quotes to start our learning today: 

“We are not all equals in a 
classroom. Teachers have 
more power than 
students. And... it is easy 
for teachers to misuse 
that power” (hooks, 
2010, p. 114).



A few bell hooks quotes to start our learning today: 

“Stories help students to 
think critically” (hooks, 
2010, p. 51).



A few bell hooks quotes to start our learning today: 

“Story, especially personal 
story, is one of those 
powerful ways to educate, 
to create community in a 
classroom” (hooks, 2010, 
p. 56).



Clip from 
“Nanette” by 
Hannah Gadsby

*Read from Vox article  

*40:37 - 44 min

On telling important stories, personal stories, homophobia, trauma, and LGBTQ+ children’s 
experiences. 



A few of Hannah Gadsby’s ideas worth a second look: 
❖ “The closet, for me, was no easy thing to come out of” 
❖ “70% of the people… I trusted believed that homosexuality was a sin… and by the time that 

I identified as being gay, it was too late. I was already homophobic. And you do not get to 
just flick a switch…” 

❖ “I sat soaking in shame in the closet for ten years... the closet can only stop you from being 
seen. It is not shame-proof. [If] you soak a child in shame, you cannot develop the 
neurological pathways that carry thought… of self worth” 

❖ “[self hate] can become a weed so thick and so fast that the child doesn’t know any 
different” 

❖ “I need to tell my story because I paid dearly for a lesson that no one seemed to want 
to learn” 

❖ “You learn from the part of the story you focus on” 



My takeaways from Hannah’s words:  

When we witness “seeds of hate” being planted 
by students, we need to do the difficult work of 
interrupting that and, with care, helping students 
so what bell hooks advocates for - “decolonize 
the mind.” Such seeds can emerge in the 
literature classroom and the response work it 
demands is  inherently political. We can do this 
work through story, as both hooks and Hannah 
advocate, and we can also do this more explicitly 
by being strong allies and accomplices, as well as 
arming students to be allies for and with one 
another.  



Ally communication
Based on our generative class discussion 
yesterday, likely many of us would agree that 
teaching is certainly political work. Every text 
that we choose to share with students is political, 
our silences are political, and the critical literacy 
learning that we design for our students is 
political. As such, part of the work we can do is 
to help support students to act as allies and 
accomplices for and with one another. I’d like to 
offer some explicit strategies for doing this in the 
classroom for and with students. 



On ally communication (Sara deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



Examples of ally communication (deTurk, 2011)



A few takeaways to help bridge us to thinking about designing 
literacy learning with LGBTQ+ perspectives in mind: 
❖ �Mere inclusion is not the answer; just having a gay character present is 

not enough. Learners must be given opportunities to discuss and 
explore LGBTQ+ themes, or else we are just continuing to reinforce 
the norm as heterosexual.

❖ �We need to be careful that the literature we choose to use that has 
LGBTQ+ characters does not reinforce stereotyping. Similarly, we 
can’t assume that just because a text has a LGBTQ+ character, that 
our LGBTQ+ students will connect with them.

❖ �Consider a variety of texts with LGBTQ+ themes to bring into your 
classroom such as poetry, art, music, film, plays, etc

❖ �It’s not just ‘hormones.’ We can’t be dismissive, and we have to be 
ready to have those in depth conversations with students willing to 
trust us.



Before engaging with LGBTQ+ perspectives (or any 
marginalized perspectives), address compassion & social justice 

Try an activity like this: 

Source: 

Wood, K. Kissel, B. & Miller, E. 
(2016). Safe zones: Supporting 
LGBTQ youth through 
literature. Voices from the 
Middle, 23(4), 46-54. 



Reflecting on “Teaching in the cracks” (Page, 2016)

To what extent do you think the following approaches outlined by Page are 
valuable? 

❖ Partial visibility: Choice reading as a strategy
❖ Constrained visibility: Literature circles and book clubs as a strategy 
❖ Visible with partial integration: 

➢ Strategy 1: skills/standards-based approach with LGBTQ+ characters as focus 
➢ Strategy 2: focusing on censorship and academic freedom 

❖ Visible with partial integration: ‘queering the classics’ as a strategy 
❖ Full visibility and integration: Employing queer theory and 

pedagogy 

“Teachers who queer the curriculum engage in alchemy, turning business as usual into gold” 
(683).





On engaging in queer readings of 
literature with students: A few ?s to 
get you started: 
What does this text say about the following: 

❖ What is a man? What is a woman? What is gender? 
❖ What does it mean to be heterosexual? LGBTQ+? Do stereotypes of these sexual 

orientations exist? Are they reinforced or combatted? 
❖ How is masculinity/femininity portrayed? Are gender representations fluid or rigid? 
❖ How is love portrayed? Is it productive or reductive? In what ways? 
❖ Who or what in society sanctions or does not sanction various kinds of love? 
❖ Does heteronormativity exist here? In what ways? Is it ever interrupted? 
❖ Does homophobia and hate exist here? Is it troubled? By whom? What are the 

consequences and rewards of this troubling? Adapted from: Bressler (2007) 



On addressing gender and 
sexuality binaries in texts: 

Source: 

Herman-Wilmarth, J. M. & Ryan, C. L. 
(2015). Doing what you can: Considering 
ways to address LGBT topics in Language 
Arts curricula. Language Arts, 92(6), 
436-443. 



On inviting text-to-self 
connections regarding SOGI 
issues: 

Source: 

Herman-Wilmarth, J. M. & Ryan, C. L. 
(2015). Doing what you can: Considering 
ways to address LGBT topics in Language 
Arts curricula. Language Arts, 92(6), 
436-443. 



On 
microaggressions 
in the classroom 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZahtlxW2CIQ


What 
microaggressions have 
you experienced/ 
witnessed in the 
classroom? 



Resources: 
There is so much out there. Here are three great spots to check out: 

Links: 
● http://www2.ncte.org/blog/2016/06/resources-teaching-times/ 
● http://teach.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-education-for-all/ 
● https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f8-gISMgvKq8XokbmcEp9H3f8jEAfcbQcjhxShhDLeM/mobilebasic?pli=

1#heading=h.gv89czqacthg 

http://www2.ncte.org/blog/2016/06/resources-teaching-times/
http://teach.educ.ubc.ca/teacher-education-for-all/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f8-gISMgvKq8XokbmcEp9H3f8jEAfcbQcjhxShhDLeM/mobilebasic?pli=1#heading=h.gv89czqacthg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f8-gISMgvKq8XokbmcEp9H3f8jEAfcbQcjhxShhDLeM/mobilebasic?pli=1#heading=h.gv89czqacthg



