
 

GMST 506A Intercultural Competence: Narratives of Belonging and Migration 
Credits: 3 
Winter 2024 Session | Term: 1 
Date and Time: W 2-5pm 
Place: Buchanan BUCH B216 
Instructor: Prof. Markus Hallensleben, mhallen@mail.ubc.ca  
Office Hours: by appointment 
 

This course is open to graduate students from all 
fields and focuses on literary and visual narratives of 
belonging and migration from a transdisciplinary 
cultural studies perspective. How do people relate to 
place? Does the question “Where are you from?” assume a 
linear narrative and sedentarist perspective of exclusion? 
How do we narratively create and perform belonging, 
cultural spaces, phenomenological borders, national and 
ethnic identities? We will critically discuss concepts and 
theories of (post)coloniality, Black ecology, diaspora, 
immigration, multiculturality, postmigration, Radical 

diversity, super-diversity, transnationality and relational epistemologies. Within the educational 
framework of decolonizing and Indigenizing European and Migration Studies we will further 
practically apply Storywork (Archibald) as scholarly method of building “non-colonial” relations 
(Garneau) in a land-, people- and story-centred way. Our goal is to question Eurocentric notions 
of belonging, culture, identity, author- and ownership, literature, story and text from a critical 
diversity literacy perspective.   
 
There are no prerequisites. This course is taught with a directed study approach, including 
portfolio components in preparation for the final research project. Students are welcome to 
read the textbook material in the original language(s) and to incorporate their own 
research fields/study backgrounds. All ppt slides and most readings will be posted on UBC 
Canvas. 

You will present on at least one course related topic based on your own annotated working 
bibliographies. The goal for the long presentation/final research project is to select a case study 
of your own interest and investigate its relational potential from a Storywork perspective.  
 
Primary Material will be selected from the following list of authors and artists: Abel, Arcand, 
Belcourt, Chakasim, Czollek, Decter and Isaac, Erpenbeck, Garneau and Yeh, Koostachin, Goto 
and Morin, März, NBCIAWSC, Nkanga, Orlow, Paalen, Şenocak and Tawada, among others. 
 
Secondary sources might include readings of Leslie Adelson, Georgio Agamben, Kwame 
Anthony Appiah, Jo-ann Archibald, Hannah Arendt, Roland Barthes, Zygmunt Bauman, Homi 
Bhabha, Roger Bromley, GTDF Collective, Glen Coulthard, Tim Cresswell, Jaques Derrida, 
Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, Naika Foroutan, Nicholas De Genova, Nathan Hare, Verna 
Kirkness and Ray Barnhardt, Margaret Kovach, Julia Kristeva, Lisa Malkki, Sophie McCall and 
Gabrielle Hill, Sten Moslund, Bonaventure Soh Bejeng Ndikung, Shauneen Pete, Anne Petersen, 
Regina Römhild, Edward Said, Felwine Sarr and Bénédicte Savoy, Moritz Schramm, Michel 



 

Serres, Paul Spickard, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Melissa Steyn, Mark Terkessidis, Ilija 
Trojanow and Ranjit Hoskote, Eve Tuck et al., Steven Vertovec, Renae Watchman and Nira 
Yuval-Davis, among others. 

 
GRADING SYSTEM 

Class Participation (Self Assessments: 10% for each half) 
One marked reflection on CANVAS, due on day of selected reading: 10%) 

30% 

One Research Presentation: 
Keyword/Topic related, ppt/Abstract/Outline with Working Bibliography Due One 
Week before Presentation (10%), 15 min. (20%) 

30% 

Final Essay or Research Project Documentation 
Due April 15 (including Draft Version 10%, due Dec 4th, 30%) 

40% 

 
University Policies 
UBC provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy lifestyles but 
recognizes that sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to access including 
those for survivors of sexual violence. UBC values respect for the person and ideas of all 
members of the academic community. Harassment and discrimination are not tolerated nor is 
suppression of academic freedom. UBC provides appropriate accommodation for students with 
disabilities and for religious observances. UBC values academic honesty and students are 
expected to acknowledge the ideas generated by others and to uphold the highest academic 
standards in all of their actions. 
Details of the policies and how to access support are available on the UBC Senate website at 
https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success.  
 
UBC Student Services 
Student Health services: https://facultystaff.students.ubc.ca/student-development-
services/student-health-service 
Counselling services: https://facultystaff.students.ubc.ca/student-development-
services/counselling-services 
Centre for Accessibility: https://students.ubc.ca/about-student-services/centre-for-accessibility 
 
Copyright 
All materials of this course (course handouts, lecture slides, assessments, course readings, etc.) 
are the intellectual property of the Course Instructor or licensed to be used in this course by the 
copyright owner. Redistribution of these materials by any means without permission of the 
copyright holder(s) constitutes a breach of copyright and may lead to academic discipline. 
 
Acknowledgement 
UBC’s Point Grey Campus is located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the 
xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam) people. The land it is situated on has always been a place of 
learning for the Musqueam people, who for millennia have passed on in their culture, history, 
and traditions from one generation to the next on this site. 
 


