Peer Review of Assignment 1:3 Definitions

Name of Reviewer: Miranda Hoang
Author’s Name: Simone Harris-Evans
Definition used: Ranula

Dear Simone, thank you for submitting the assignment for lesson 1:3; you have constructed a concise document defining the term ranula. Please see my review of your document below with minor suggestions for improvement.
First impression: 
Congratulations on a job well done, your definition document is succinct, well formatted, and easy to follow. Starting the document off by explaining the benefits of the parenthetical, sentence, and expanded definitions in the dental hygiene profession ties together the objective of the assignment and the term you have chosen.  
I applaud your term choice, as this is a relatively difficult term to understand and not one that a nontechnical reader would know. After the initial read through of your document, I found that the setting and the audience in which the term would be used for was clearly defined, and you have given adequate information to fully understand the term. 
· One small suggestion would be to include a title, date, and your name as the author at the top of the document (this is something I will also include in the final draft of my definitions)
Purpose:
The purpose of a parenthetical definition is to clarify the meaning of a word by using a more familiar synonym in parenthesis. In your parenthetical definition of the term ranula you were able to use clear and concise language in parenthesis to better define the term for the nontechnical reader. By explaining that a cyst is a “collection of fluid”, and the salivary glands are “organs that make saliva and move saliva from the gland into the mouth” gives the reader a better understanding of the term. 
A sentence definition is used when a term requires more elaboration than what a parenthetical definition can offer the reader. Your sentence definition of ranula is a strong complete sentence. By starting off with the term (ranula), followed by stating the class (a cyst), and finishing off with the distinguishing features (caused by trauma to the salivary gland located under the tongue) creates a working definition of ranula.
· One small suggestion I would make is to clarify that the ranula or cyst is filled with saliva to paint a clearer picture for the reader.
An expanded definition is used when a document requires more detail and must consider the audience and purpose. The example of an expanded definition that you provided in this document successfully used four expansion strategies. These include:
Etymology -stating the origin of the term ranula.
Required conditions-explaining that for a ranula to occur there must be trauma to a major salivary gland. 
Comparison and contrast-explaining the difference between a mucocele and a ranula which is useful considering an expanded definition is likely geared towards an audience that has some background understanding.
Visual
· One suggestion I can offer here would be to use a direct image rather than the link to the figure (I know we already discussed this). Also, I will note that when I clicked on the link, I was unable to open the image (this could be an issue on my end though and not yours)
· Please double check that you have the figure cited properly.
Audience:
Considering the audience, the expanded definition is geared towards likely has general knowledge about medical/dental terms, your definition offered a bit more insight and information. Your definition differentiated between a mucocele and a ranula, as well as major and minor salivary glands. 
· You may want to consider adding what one might do if they have a ranula? If you are the patient, should it be checked out? If you are the hygienist does a ranula require further exploration or recommendations to the patient?
· Do ranulas resolve on their own in time? Or are they to be removed?
· Could they rupture?
Content:
The document presented is complete according to the assignment requirements; You have included:
An introduction, three forms of definition, four types of expansion, a link to a visual, complete works cited list, proper grammar throughout 
Conclusion:
Thank you again for a detailed, concise, high-quality document on the definition of the term ranula. Your document is nicely organized and easy to read by both a layperson and someone with basic medical knowledge. Please consider making these minor revisions. 
· Add title, date, and your name as the author at the top of the document
· Clarify what the ranula is filled with
· Add image to your definitions document rather than a link, ensure it is cited properly
· Clarify for your reader whether ranulas resolve on their own in time? Or are they to be removed? Could the rupture?


