To Kill a Mockingbird – Essay How-To and Samples
Introductory Paragraph

The purpose of any introduction is to state the reason for the essay.  You must always include the following information within your introduction:

1. A broad opening statement that establishes the general topic of the paper.  

2. You must then move toward tying the topic to the piece of literature.  It is best to introduce the title and author at this time.

3. Always give a bit of a summary, which will help tie the topic of the paper to the thesis.  It doesn’t have to be much, but enough information to let the reader know you understand how the two relate.

4. Finally, present your thesis.  A thesis is the specific topic of your paper tied to your opinion.  It is appropriate to write in third person, but not necessary if you phrase things appropriately.  Your thesis statement be directly related to the essay topic your teacher provides.
Example Introduction:

	
When most people are asked where they learn things, the typical response is school.  There are however other places people gather knowledge, skills, etc.  For example, where do we learn to ride a bike?  How do we know that lying is wrong?  These things are modeled and taught by parents, mentors, and even strangers. In Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird, the narrator Scout details two years of events that took place during her childhood, in her hometown of Maycomb.  It is through these events that Scout and her brother Jem learn valuable lessons about tolerance, perspective, and racism, which eventually help them understand the people around them and the choices they make.


Body Paragraphs
The purpose of a body paragraph is to present and explain information that supports your thesis.  You must always include the following information within EACH body paragraph:

1. Topic Sentence:  This sentence tells the reader what your paragraph is about and it must also connect back to your thesis statement.  It should not contain evidence/support from the text.  The second and third body paragraphs should begin with a transition.  This can be a word or phrase.

2. Support:  These sentences present examples from the text which prove/support your thesis statement.  They should be a blend of paraphrased text and direct quotations from the text.  Direct quotes are in quotation marks.  Dialogue within a quotation should have single quotation marks around it (‘ ’ not “ ”).  All support, paraphrased or direct, should be immediately followed by a citation, which indicates which page(s) the information came from, in brackets at the end of the sentence.
a. Blending Quotations: When using a quotation as a piece of supporting evidence, it should flow and blend with the speaker’s original words and ideas.  A quotation should never be a random or extraneous piece of information.  It should support and enhance your writing.  In order to do this, you need to properly introduce the quotation and provide an explanation of how it is a piece of supporting evidence. Do not begin or end a paragraph with a quotation, and never leave a quotation hanging by itself!
3. Personal Commentary:  This is where you explain the support.  You must not assume that the reader is making the same connection between the support and your thesis.  It may seem obvious to you, but the person reading may not understand.  This is your chance to clarify your argument.

4. Concluding Sentence:  This sentence may be a continuation of your commentary, but should bring closure to your paragraph.  

Example Body Paragraph:

	Throughout the novel, Atticus teaches Jem and Scout to be more tolerant of people who are different.  At first, the children are obsessed with getting Arthur Radley to “come out”, but Atticus steps in and tells them to “stop tormenting that man,” as well as explaining how they must be more tolerant and respectful (57).  Eventually, they leave Arthur alone.  The reader can also see that Jem and Scout have had this policy of tolerance instilled upon them at a young age by the fact that they are so comfortable around black people.  They willingly go to First Purchase church and comfortably sit in the “coloured” balcony of the courthouse.  Furthermore, the children do not view Calpurnia as different from other adults.  They are taught to respect her as a valuable member of the family.  This is shown when Scout asks Atticus to fire Calpurnia and Atticus flatly refuses stating how important Calpurnia is to the family. Children are always influenced by their parents and having Atticus as their father is helping Jem and Scout become tolerant people in society.


Concluding Paragraph
The purpose of the concluding paragraph is to restate the ideas in the essay and remind your reader of the controlling idea.  It should never include new supporting evidence.

Your concluding paragraph should contain the following:

1.  Restate the thesis:  The emphasis is on restate.  You do this to remind the reader of the controlling idea.  You want to avoid repeating the thesis verbatim (word for word).

2.  Summarize: Include a summation of the main points addressed in the body paragraphs.  The order of these should mirror the order of your body paragraphs.

3.  Close:  Move toward a broader statement about the topic, much like you presented in the introductory paragraph.  

Example conclusion:
	The early events in the novel teach Scout valuable lessons, which enable her to better understand people and the choices they make.  Scout soon learns to walk in other people’s shoes and does begin to get along better with all sorts of folks, from Miss Caroline to the more elusive Boo Radley. This perhaps, is one of the most valuable lessons anyone can learn.  If everyone did, then just maybe the Boo Radleys of the world might not want to stay inside.


