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Dear Journa),

t's been a long time! Bu33 writing parent newsletters and \ 9ot asked to put ’ro\c,@‘rh&r a
Su'\o\e for new teachers, | decided to take a break £rom reao\\r\3 math Jjournals to refect on rny own
past few weeks. Atter al, Jjournal writing reduces anx\e‘rgl Am | anxious? wel, yes to be frank, \'m
starting my Su'\o\eo\ reao\'\ns program on Hor\o\aﬁ and | think \ve got & better grasp on how to
irplement it, At first | was unsure how to choose apperopriate texts for Y 5/6 's. OF course
there is the Five Finger Test, but what other considerations are therel A rnajority of Yy students
are emergent readers, and there is & smal number of fuent readers, My Lormer instructor at UWBC
(oh \ miss hech suﬂﬁes’red the bible of quided Eeao\\nﬁ, bﬁ rene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell to
calm My nerves, | am now Lamiliar with the leveled reao\’\nﬁ books to suit the needs of rny
students. \ve memorized two numbers to ensure the levels are appropriate: 15 (percent) for
support and 5 (percent) challenﬁe = 400% Success. E'\\c}h’r? Gosh, | hope...

\ love the o\ﬁnam'\c that is going on between ry EL learners and the rest of the class, Thefj
seem fo be getting along with everyone Cfor the most part) and Jrheﬁ are communicating well in
class Cﬁooo\ BICS) However, their confidence in speaking Engl'\sh is not reQecﬂr\ﬁ well in Su'\o\eo\
reao\'mﬁ and other subjects, Th63 seem to clam up when it comes fo academic vocabulartj. This
fings true of Jim Curmmins's idea that ELL students dewvelop social language first before academic!
So, in my 3u'\o\eo\ reao\'\nﬂ program \ve considered MGR to support ry EL students. | plan on
implementing vocabulary journals Cwith h\ﬂh emphasis on CALP words) fo support those students in
their cross-curricular studies, | understand that with EL learners, acquiring academic language can
take longer i ﬂ‘eﬁ did not have a I\Jreracg-r\ch learning environment previousiy, ve also been
r\oﬁc\nﬁ difkerent varieties of Enﬁl'\sh be\nﬁ spoken in the classroom - ?asc‘\r\aﬂnﬁ to hear, but \
worry this interferes with their Ieam'\nﬁ of the curriculum, The last ’rh'\nﬁ | want to do is fo prohibit
them £rom speaking the Enﬁl‘\sh that ’rhea know; the idea of coo\e—sw'\’rch'mﬁ could be introduced to
show the importance of context (academia vs. Risure.) This al br'\nﬂs me back to what Ms, Potter
said about Core French being & burden on EL students' learning, what she needs to understand is
that students should not have to compartmentalize reao\\nﬁ, writing listening and speaking ’rhe3
should be able to connect them all +03e+her. Thanks to the new curriculum, ’rechnoI033 plays & major
role in ‘reach'\nﬁ iferacy, Especialy for EL learners, ’rechno|033 is powerkul in help\nﬁ them connect
their ‘oackﬁrouno\ knowleo\ﬁe to what theﬁ learning. when it comes to +each‘\n3 3 language, \ve always
had the aycle of motivation, engagement and success at the back of Yy mind.

what is also stuck in the back of my mind is the “terrorist” incident on the playground
brouﬁh’r to my attention from Mrs, May. | think Emma and Sophie rmay be too influenced by the
rmedia these o\atjs, or perhaps influenced by their (oaren+s7. A scary +hou3h’r. So Mrs. May thinks we
need to revisit racism in our school at the next statt rmeeting which \ 100% agree with, \ mean our
achool mascot is the RedSkin for ﬁooo\ness sake, Let's not ?orﬁe’r the boo\tj paint incident at
Halloween last 3ear...ClearI§j systemic raciem is present at our school. Unk‘or’runa’relﬁ, some of rny
coleagues de“fj it exists. \n My opinion, | think our staff need a little h'\s‘rortj lesson on racism,. \
plan to suggest & viewing of a CBC Massey Lecture on Raciem, TSe'\(B a visible rinority m336+€ this
issue is dear to me and | would hope that the rest of rmy colleagues wil reconsider their attitudes



on racism, Hav'\nj a refresher on the expectations of students from the new curricuum woud not
hurt either. we as educators need to model these behaviours and skils, Perhaps the next
professional development could focus on racism in our school commun\’r\j? As much as ) appreciate
the apology gven to Mohammed by the giie ) think this issue needs to be addressed in rmy class.
And what better way to discuss social Justice issues than in 3u\o\eo\ reao\'\nﬁz with small groups, |
can raise questions so each student has a chance to share either their own experiences or views.
\ think it would certainly raise awareness that our words and actions realy do have an impact on
each other. Aiso, opportunities for cooperative learning can engaqe the students in the core
competencies of communication, positive personal and cultural '\c\enﬂ’rﬁ, and social responsibility - al
very important in ao\o\ress'\ns an issue like racism,

Speaking of cooperative learning, after that seminar |\ attended, \ ?ulltj believe it has a place
across the curriculum, | learned Johnson' & Five Basic Elements: individual accountability, face to
face interaction, processing and positive interdependence. There are clearly sorne benefits in
cooperative learning like promoting o\emocra% among students and practicing active fistening skils.
The only challenﬁe | would see is initial personality differences and \nab\l\’r\j Lor students to work
‘mo\e(aeno\enﬂtj. W& cooperative learning is balanced with individual learning, perhaps students wil have
a richer Ieam'\nﬁ enviconment? 1n £act, \ need to incorporate cooperative Ieam'\r\s mMore in classroom
to enhance inferpersonal skils among all of ry students.

| mentioned earlier | was taking & break from math Jjournals. \'m hap\oxj to report that | think
\ve made a Sood decision bringing this into math. \ remember reao\'\r\3 an article by Hariyn Burns
and how she ’rhouﬁh’r math and writing were fike ‘oil and water,' But after ?ac\nﬁ her fear of math
and '\n+roduc\n3 them to her class, she had no regrefs. This motivated me to do the same; \ related
to her comnpletely. | {eel like \ have Sa\r\eo\ 20 much \r\s\ﬁh‘r info rny students' math learning alreao\\j
Just by reao\'\ns their responses. | decided as ry first topic to ask the students to describe their
favourite number and wh\j. Thetj also needed to show me the number visualy in different ways
C Sra(ahs, charts, ilustrations) and how their number is the answer to a variety of equations that
theﬁ knew. This way | could see how Jrhetj express their numeracy and also get an idea of where
Jrhekj are at in math, The last entry | read by Ty indicated to me that he rmay have some math
anxiety, He wrote ‘| like 2ero but | don't know whﬂ." Mo pictures, nothing else. It is clear that \ need
to raise his motivation level so | reglied to his entry ‘= it because it's the easiest number to deal
with in math? | would love to see a picture next fime!" (Yes | know 2ero is hard to draw.) From
most responses | got, the reason for their favourite number was because it was mean\n\c)?ul n
their like - b‘\r’rho\a&js, number of pets, number of Yo-yos the own.. The\j connected math to their
evertjo\atj ife, which is what mathematicians do, r\\c;h’r?l Mr. Ragmor\o\ next door recormmended that
once \ start these Journals, there's no going back. | need to cormmit and make these journals &
routine, His voice also rang in My head as \ was ?\Shﬁnj the urge to correct grammar in some of
ray students reseonses: W's the content that counts! ot the Srammar!“ oh! | just got & briliant
ideal | wil have the students des\fjn their journal title page to get them excited to write their next
ety Another ’rh'\n3 to add on the neverend'|03 to do list! wel, \ guess | should get back to it This
ac’rualltj heleed me clar’\% ry Jrh\n\dnﬁ a lot, \ can say 'm & bit relaxed..for now!



