Case Nine Synthesis - Myrna Ordona
Dear Journa),

The end is near, It's been awhie since \ve sat down and written a Jjournal entry on how
rny school year has Proaresseo\. Theﬁ say teachers are dlways learning and after the
year ve had, | could not resonate with that idea more. As the school year phases into
its last term, | cannot help but wonder what to consider for the next school year. what
can \ do o\\?@erenﬂg? what can | improve on?

For unit planning | have ?\nalltj printed off copies of the BC Mew Curricuum to et 8
better idea of what Im supposed to be +each'\nﬁl wh\j did \ not do this at the beginning
of the 3ear7. \ Lelt that hav\03 a hard copy of the curriculum for ry ﬁrade by subject; |
was able to unpack the big ideas and curricular core competencies. The bew
Curriculum is the starting point Lor all planning, and after ‘nav'\nﬁ a first run with it this
year, | can move forward with clearer, focused ideas. \n terms of inquiny, \ wonder what
\ can do to realy o\'\ﬁ deep into rny students' curiosity, Ql’rhouﬁh our recent \nsect Unit
had the students '\n‘rr'\ﬁueo\ on it o\'\vers\’ra in species, | did feel that | was sca?@dd\nﬁ
them a lot. %as\caIB | elt that | was teling them what to wonder about, How can \
rake inquiry more. open 4oing Lorwara? Perhaps as the students get older, hav\nﬁ
career education can stimulate inquiry \a\\.j ‘nav\nﬁ them explore their own skils and
assets and how +‘n83 can be applied in the real world? | also need to consider not
Push'\nﬁ so much onto Yy EW students; the ol ie to make their |eam\n3 mean'\nﬁ&"w and
natucal.

Another Jrh'\nﬁ to think to about is how \ can realy \n+e_3ra+e, sexudl orientation and
3e.no\e.r '\o\enﬂhj education into My planning, \m Sl ?eel'\nﬁ uneasy about Jamie's coping
with his 3eno\er '\den’r'\+3. He claims to be fine with evertj’rh'\nﬁ and saye he also Just Yids
around’ with the other students when they tease him. But really, 1 am tired of hearing
‘we were just Kidding around Miss M. The way | see it once you it comes out of your
month, there's rneaning and intention behind it You cant take it back! Rather than Just
res(oono\\nﬁ to slurs \ hear in cass and in the hallwags, \ should look at ways to realy
integrate. SoGl education across the curriculum. when it comes to The Day of Pink \
want my students to think beﬁono\ the trend of wearing & pink shict on just one o\aﬁ.
what does it realy mean! ve research online some amazing liferature that |\ could share
with ry students, and we could take it a step further but looking at what human r'\3h+s
look like around the world.



Speaking of human r‘\ﬁh’rs, Ive come across & unit plan that realy focuses on inequality
issues in Canada. The plan heles the students understand that past and present are
NOT separate enfities. Looking at inequality issues gets the students +h\n\c‘m3 about
cause and effect’ and also the ‘sush and pull factors in regaro\s to iramigration. The
essential questions of the plan are "How does discrimination, racism and oppression in
modern Canadian society compare with that o\ur'\nﬁ other periods in Canada's Pas‘ﬂ." and
"Does Canadian h\sfor3 +ru|3 refect its reputation as a peacetul, multicultural and
accepting nation?" This unit plan will also allow the students to make ethical \')udﬂemen’rs
on past and current events, and how to respond to these issues. | look forward to
’ra\dnﬁ that into rny ’reach'\nﬁ plan in the future.

My group of students have really seem fo embrace the o\\versﬁﬁ anong their peers; \ve
made it clear that all lanquaqes are welcome in the classroom. But now 'm hear‘\nﬁ way
more Chinese than | think is expected. it is 3lways Soo, wer\o\ﬁ, Shei and Mina that \
catch speaking their languaqge in between lessons. The comversation | suspect to be ofk
task and 53 their 3’\\(}3[\03 and sr\"\cker"\ng, ma‘jbe even bullﬁ"\nﬁz. But how can | be sure? |
feel that because | have been so open to My students about letting them use their
native language, it is now being taken advan’faﬁe of. | will need to consider o\o‘m\c} rmore
cooperative Ieam\nﬁ tasks with the group and have them interact with the other
students more. Perhaps | could increase engagement by incorporating more authentic
tasks that allow ray EW students to speak more Enﬁl'\sh (in @ natural and mean‘mS?ul
way) Hayoe \ wil hand the year end trip planning over to the students and *hetj can be
responsible for Organizing our ’\ﬂnerarﬂ, our meals, our transeortation and the packing
list, Yes!

It is also time for rny students to do more writing. T‘neﬁ seem to be immersed in
reao\‘\r\3 and | have seen more and more non fiction books in their hands. Now how can \
39.’( them to write more? Theﬂ are now at the s’raﬁe where the processes of wr'lﬂnﬁ
become relevant fo prepare them for h’\ﬁh school. For Pre—wriﬁrﬁ, \ could have the
students brainstorm their ideas based on personal connections, or even gve them a
list of promets. we have not been o\o‘\nﬁ rnany writer's workshops o0 | wil need to
consider engaging topics (inside and outside of the units) for them to write, \ maselfc‘
have r\eﬁlec’reo\ ry own refective wr\ﬁrﬁ. This is My first Journal en’rrtj in months, so
perhaps | need fo reinforce ry own beliefs on wr\ﬂnﬁ, bfj Pu’f‘r‘m3 in more. journal
entries! Maybe nouw the students wil have a £ree write period every o\aﬂ until the last
daﬁj of school. oh Jrheﬁ wil be so thriled...



