Case Two Synthesis

Dear Journa),

| can now take a deep breath and take it all in. Too\a\j was the last of the
parent-teacher conferences. Trust me, it's been a long week. ?Bh’r now, | am a little
uncertain about how it all went, To start, seven families did not show u\ol \ had received
confirmation £rom four of those families last week that ’rhea were aﬁend\nﬁ, so where
were ’rhe\f. And the other three, | have no idea what happened to them. was rmy letter
home not clear enou\c}hz. Maybe my lanquage was a fittie hard fo understand? | know that
Rortj‘s mother has been Jugqing her time with being & part-time student and looking
after three chidren. \ think for the mid-term conference | will ofker more time slots for
the caregivers to come in, rather than just the same time period each o\ag. There are a
few ELL families in rmy class as well and all except one of them did not attend. Im
starting to think now that ﬁ"efj did not understand ry letter. | wil need to consult with
the staff to £ind a translator for any of ry future correspondences out to these
families,

| met with Stechen's £ather who | £eit had no inferest in what | was talking about.,
| fold him that Steghen was o\o\nﬁ well but lkes to keepe to himsek most of the class. |
didn't get more than a few nods and & couple of grunts, Perhaps | shoud have had
Stephen point out his beautitul Haida inspired o\raw'\nﬁ in the hallwatj. Hagbe his father
would have appreciated that; that Stechen was eroud of his First Lations bac\cﬁrouno\.
And it Just occurred to me that Steghens uncle is & Haida artist! | think | wil reach out
to Stephen's father and uncle in a possible guest opportunity for our class on First
Nations art.

Mot only do | £eel uncertain i€ the conferences went wel, but \ feel an
unexeected amount of shock learning about some of the students in their home fike!
First of al, \ didnt know that Qllﬁ goes to Violin lessons every daﬂ‘ Connor i preparing
for a r3jor Upcoming soccer fournament. Logan goes fo gymnastics because he is
actualy quite fexible. \ learned so much about these students Just from inferacting with
their families. This inspires me to do more cooperative learning with the students. \
believe ’rhea all can complement each other in their learning, what realy shocked me was
to find that Drew is actually a chatterbox at homel He is So quiet in class. | brought
this up with his mother and father and ’me\j seemed to be shocked at me too. Mow |
am beginning to wonder i Drew £eels uncombortable with his eeers, or rmaybe | am just
not gving him the opportunities to s(oea\cl. And apparently Kaya is & saint at home., She



heles out with her Younger brother all the time, accoro\\nﬁ to her mother. \ am 90inq to
have to monitor Katjla‘s teasing of Nikesh's lunches i€ she continues it, The next time it
happeens, | wil have to speak to her privately and have her tell me in her words the
situation. | worry that the teasing wil lead to a bigger bullying issue, so it is my job as
an educator to stee in. My goal is to have Kaya aware of her actions, the positive and
negative consequences of her actions. | also need to speak to Mikesh about the
situation and how he feels about Kaya. A potiuck lunch m'\gh’r be a 3ooo\ idea to create
cultural awareness among my students, 't wil also be a great opportunity to get the
families involved!

There were also some parents that brou3h+ up concerns of academic skils.
Bra\‘)\’r's Lather was concerned that she couldn't understand rnaking chanﬁe from rnoney
at home. \ have a ?eel\nﬁ that the decimal is realy con?us\nﬂ her, \ rnay need to take a
break from the transmission apperoach and ge the students more opportunities to
work with rmoney in & real world context, Uttimately, | want Bra\')‘\’r to have a
Problem—solv\r\ﬁ Sﬁ‘éfeﬁtj that makes sense fo her when it comes to currency,

| also need to take into consideration what Tr03'5 mother said about his reao\‘mﬁ
comprehension. | wil admit, | am keen on ehonics in the classroom. while Mrs. Bennett
agrees with me, she thinks it is also important for him to ac’ruallxj know what he is
reao\‘\nﬁ. | need to shift to & more balanced reao\\nﬁ approach; gve the students
strateges from both ehonice and comprehension to enhance their reao\\r\3 skills.
Because Troy can decode words wel, | could experiment with the cloze erocedure
strategy to see i€ he can use context cues to generate words, Mayoe to start; | wil
ge him the first few letters of & word o he can depend on his ehonics skils to
decipher the word.

A lot of \ns"\jh’r has been 3a"mec\ from these conferences. | lkarmed that there are
some sfrateges that | need to bring in the classroom, based on the input of the
caregivers | spoke fo. For the midterm conkerence, rny preparation should be more
+horou3h; recognizing the different cutures and their value of education and creating
accessible correspondences. It is possible that hav‘\r\3 the students lead their
conkerences could make it uncombortable for the families, \ could fﬂj a split conference
(teacher and student) next time and adapt £rom there. My goal is to have all famiies
attend the next conference, the students enthusiastic about their work, and to have
rmMore enﬁaﬁemerw o\ur\nﬁ the conferences. Qlwa\:js Ieam’\r\3! Now, onto the thank You
notes for the families that attended..Until next time..

Miss M.



