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Issue – As of June 2007, the Ministry of Education will no longer issue British Columbia School Completion Certificates to students who have special needs, are on modified programs and complete their grade 12 school year.
Instead, local school boards may develop their own criteria and issue school board completion certificates if they so choose.

The Simon Fraser Society for Community Living Position: Students with special needs who are on modified programs and complete their grade 12 year will be acknowledged for their school achievement with a provincial certificate of school completion and their accomplishments will be recognized with awards along with their peers. 
Background
Under the Provincial 1995 Graduation Program Policy, students who meet the graduation requirements are issued a British Columbia Certificate of Graduation, also known as a “Dogwood”, by the Ministry of Education. Students with special needs on modified programs who completed their grade 12 year but did not meet graduation requirements were issued a British Columbia Certificate of School Completion, by the Ministry of Education. 
Following the Graduation Program Order (Ministerial Order 302/04), in July 2004 the 2004 Graduation Program policy came into effect. The policy states “the purpose of this policy is to describe the student credentials that will be awarded as outlined in the Graduation Program Order”. 
Previously, the 1995 Graduation Program Policy stated “ This policy provides guidelines for awarding the British Columbia Certificate of Graduation; policy and guidelines for awarding the British Columbia School Completion Certificate; and guidelines regarding the Transcript of Grades and the calculation of honours standing.”
The following is the section of the Ministry of Education’s previous policy that dealt with School Completion Certificates.
British Columbia School Completion Certificate   (1995 Graduation Program Policy)
The British Columbia School Completion Certificate signifies that a student has met the goals and objectives stated in her or his Student Learning Plan as set out in the Career and Personal Planning 8-12 Integrated Resource Package (IRP). It is an important statement of personal achievement, reflecting the accomplishment of goals a student has chosen to pursue during the intermediate and graduation years.
Guidelines for Awarding the British Columbia School Completion Certificate
To receive the British Columbia School Completion Certificate, the principal, in consultation with teachers, should ensure that the student has achieved the goals and objectives outlined in the Student Learning Plan.
In order for the Ministry to prepare a British Columbia School Completion Certificate, the school must submit the demographic data for the student to the Ministry including the date when a student has achieved the goals identified in the Student Learning Plan. The Ministry will then prepare and distribute to the school or district office a specially designed certificate, distinct from the Dogwood Diploma, for authorized signature and distribution to the student.
A student will be issued only one copy of the British Columbia School Completion Certificate. Additional copies will be available from the Ministry for a fee, or directly from the school.
A French version of the British Columbia School Completion Certificate is available upon request 



Reference: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/policy/policies/student_credentials.htm
The following Schedule A & Schedule C are taken from the Student Credentials Order, Ministerial Order 164/96 and describe the required wording for both the British Columbia Certificate of Graduation and the British Columbia School Completion Certificate.

The following is the section of the Ministry of Education’s new policy that deals with School Completion Certificates. The first population effected by this policy are those students who will complete school in June, 2007.

Concerns:
· Under the new policy, the Minister of Education, on behalf of the Province of British Columbia, no longer formally acknowledges students who are on modified programs and complete their grade 12 school year, with a British Columbia School Completion Certificate (see Schedule C, Student Credentials Order)
· Under the new policy, there is no requirement for School Boards to submit the demographic data for the student to the Ministry including the date when a student has achieved the goals identified in the Student Learning Plan.

· The new policy gives autonomy to local school boards in determining whether they will or will not provide School board school completion certificates.

· The previous policy reads in part “The British Columbia School Completion Certificate signifies that a student has met the goals and objectives stated in her or his Student Learning Plan as set out in the Career and Personal Planning 8-12 Integrated Resource Package (IRP). It is an important statement of personal achievement, reflecting the accomplishment of goals a student has chosen to pursue during the intermediate and graduation years.”  Conversely, the new policy wording is “School completion certificates are intended to recognize the accomplishments of students with special needs or other students who have succeeded in meeting goals of their educational program other than graduation.”

· The new policy does not reflect a similar change for students who meet graduation requirements, who will continue to receive a British Columbia Certificate of Graduation (see Schedule A, Student Credentials Order) from the Ministry of Education. 
	   


Position Statement
The Province of British Columbia School Completion Certificate is a public statement of acknowledgement of the efforts, accomplishments and personal achievement of students who have proceeded through their public education on modified programs that provide accommodation for their individual learning needs. While these modified programs often have learning outcomes that differ from provincial graduation requirements, students with disabilities are entitled to have their accomplishments publicly acknowledged in a similar manner and by the same entity, in this case the Minister of Education, on behalf of the Province of British Columbia as their typically developing peers. 
Students with disabilities who are on modified programs with learning outcomes that differ from provincial graduation requirements should, upon completion of their grade 12 school year:

1) be acknowledged for their school achievement with a provincial certificate of school completion and 

2) have their accomplishments recognized with awards along with their peers.
Appendix

The following paragraphs are excerpted from the British Columbia Association for Community Living’s  social policy position on Inclusive Education – Participation in K-12 Schools (http://www.bcacl.org/index.cfm?act=main&call=3A3710A5)

“The fundamental right of children with developmental disabilities to receive an education was the issue that first mobilized parents in the 1950s to create their own local associations. At the time, a widely held belief was that children with developmental disabilities could not learn. The government, therefore, accepted no responsibility to educate these children. Parents of children with developmental disabilities, understanding the potential of their children to learn and grow, responded by creating their own schools in places like church basements and private homes. In 1955 parents formed a provincial body, BCACL, and over the decades have steadily advocated for changes in government laws and policies so that their children achieved their right to be educated. 

Government slowly accepted its responsibility to contribute funding to parent-run schools and eventually agreed that public schooling should be made available to children with developmental disabilities. Although the first educational programs developed by school boards throughout the province were segregated, with more emphasis on care-taking than education, they laid the groundwork for parents and others to call for the inclusion of children in general education classes. The Ministry of Education has been committed to a policy of inclusion since 1989 when legislation was passed recognizing that the former practice of educating students in segregated classes was ineffective. “
	Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Equality Rights
15. (1) Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.
(2) Subsection (1) does not preclude any law, program or activity that has as its object the amelioration of conditions of disadvantaged individuals or groups including those that are disadvantaged because of race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.

Human Rights Code

Discrimination in accommodation, service and facility

8.
(1) A person must not, without a bona fide and reasonable justification,

(a)
deny to a person or class of persons any accommodation, service or facility customarily available to the public, or

(b)
discriminate against a person or class of persons regarding any accommodation, service or facility customarily available to the public

because of the race, colour, ancestry, place of origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, sex or sexual orientation of that person or class of persons.




Province changes policy for School Completion Certificates 








School Board School Completion Certificates    (2004 Graduation Program Policy)


School completion certificates are intended to recognize the accomplishments of students with special needs or other students who have succeeded in meeting goals of their educational program other than graduation. As part of school boards' responsibility to provide an educational program to these students, school boards may recognize that the students have met the goals and objectives of their educational program by awarding a School Board School Completion Certificate.


Guidelines for Awarding School Board School Completion Certificates�Boards may provide a School Board School Completion Certificate, when, in the opinion of the board, the student has achieved the goals of the educational program established by the board for that student. To help determine whether the student has met the goals of their educational program, it is recommended that the principal consult with the student's teachers.


Boards are encouraged to consider the following factors when developing their local criteria for awarding School Completion Certificates:


the student meets the goals and objectives of their Individual Education Plan (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/e/m638-95.pdf" �Ministerial Order 638/95�), the Individual Education Plan Order, and/or 


the student meets the Graduation Portfolio Assessment standards.


Reference: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/policy/policies/student_credentials.htm�
�
The Ministry will provide � HYPERLINK "http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/graduation/completion/" �provincial templates� in English and French for School Board School Completion Certificates, which boards may use to create their certificates. School boards may also create their own templates for School Board School Completion Certificates.





Schedule A


The British Columbia Certificate of Graduation shall read and be printed in the following form:


Province of British Columbia


Ministry of Education


This is to certify that


---------------------------


has satisfied the Graduation requirements of


the British Columbia School System.


Accordingly, this British Columbia Certificate of Graduation


is issued under the authority of


the Minister of Education.





Schedule C


The British Columbia School Completion Certificate shall read and be printed in the


following form:


Province of British Columbia


School Completion Certificate


This is to certify that the goals and objectives


of the student learning plan developed by:


-------------------------------------


have been successfully completed.


Accordingly, this School Completion Certificate


is issued under the authority of


the Minister of Education.
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