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elactions are coming
up. For teachare, one of
tha moat frustrating things
hae been that trustas elactions
tend to gst lost In the racs for city
hall. Does DPAC Identify a eimilar
concern? What conversationa do
you think should ba happaning at
achoolsa In the fall- at PAC
meetings, mest-the-teacher
nights, and on other occasions
prior to the frustes slectiona?
DPAC 15 very concamed that
school boand elections gat buried
under the hoapla of city nall
elections. It seams to us that the
electorate tends 20 vote a party
slate, unlike other areas of the
province where frusiees run as
Ingependents, regardiess of polical
siripz. Al too often, we end up with
school trustees who don't
understand or don't care about the
public education system.

What nitiee do you 298
for parente and teachers to work
together during trustes
elactions? What might some of
the common be, from
your perspective?

Al e dstrict level, DPAC could
partnar with the teachers’ unian(s)
to host a couple of al-canadloates
meetings. Parhaps on2 on the east,
and cne on the west side of toan. It
would be Intarasting to see the
commondlties and diferances we
share. Al school, PACs and
teachers could have a dialogue on
what they think are some of the
things a®ecting their school(s), and
how they could use the election to
make candidates aware of thelr
Issues.

Over the past couple of years,
you and your DPAC colleaguss
have been vocal advocatss for
children and public education.
Hae there Intantionally been a
more and vigible
approach? If £o, why?

The DPAC execudve of the Iast
coupleoﬂymnavebeenq.me
vocal about

R)fkldsampuwc
educalion. The ofthe
mambers have come to DPAC from
an advocaelactivist round. |
Was very invaived in SOS In its day.
Both my daugter and | were Involved
In the No Cuts to Kids
when she was Ingrage 4. (I'mso
proud). 1 1hink It's f3ir to s3y that
most of us came to DPAC bacause

of our advocacy background. We've
been vocal about the

Impartance of pubiic education, and |
certalnly hops that & remains a top
focus for our organization.

At the school digtrict leval,
energles at the 2007-2008 school
year were dominated by the
Educational Facllities Review,
the Avison Recommendations,
and the seemingly neveranding
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commandments (unfunded, of
courss) handed down from the
Ministry. What lesues or goings-on
In Vancouver achoolg do you think
were given ghortshrift ag a

?

| think we could have used more
focus on the ESL Issues facing our
district. While we did have a sharp
focus on It Iast year, It seems to have
dropped off the ragar 3s 3 resut of 3l
the sy busy-work craated by both
minstry and disirict. Thers doesn’t
seem to be 3 lot of Informaton coming
out about the commitments made 1ast
year. And why have we not heard more
3bout the SWIS workers? The
eMErgency praparsanass stil
hasn't been fully addressed. It's 3 good
thing that they are finally lookng at
hiring 3 person to Jook after It, but it
still neads to be 3t the top of e list,
3long with moving on the selsmic work.
rm very concamed that we are sending
our kios to unsafe buldings to spend 3

nuge partion of Melr aay

What are some of the stumbling
biocks you 8 for Vancouver
paranis In thelr advocacy for
chilgran and public education?

The corporatization of schools Is a
huge concem. The pubiic s baginning
%0 Jock for spansorship for our schools,
rather than demanalng that the
govemment do Its job and propery fund
public educalon 50 Wwe don't need to
fundralse for what thay llke to call the
“extras®, Er5, DOOKS,
basketbals. | cal these things the
baslcs. I7s Imperatve that we don't
alow our education system to be
diminishad or devalued by making it
commodity.

Recant court and arbitration rulings
have clarifled mﬂb Mmmn'mof
axpreasion rights - Ifying
teachere not only have the right but
alaotheptofmlomlroepawbllty
to communicate concerng about
aducational l=suss to parents and
the public. Beyond the Individual
progrees of their children, what do
you think ara the lesues

moet want to hear from

about?

Parents want o know what the
challenges are In their school, and
what chalenges he teachers are
facing. They want their childiran) to
nhave ihe best possible experiences
and opperiunities In education. Farents
Wwant to undersiand the diferent ways
that the child{ren) can be assessed
ratner than simply using the FSAs. We
know that those %2sls are
controversial. What are some of the
other ways teachers are assessing
students In the classroom?

What are some other thoughts
you'd Iike to share with Vancouver
teachers?

Parents are the %2achers' allies.
We want to help you help our children
succeed Welcome info your
ciassroom. Let us be your volunteer
amy. Vancouver is an extremely
diverse iy, with many, many diferent
faces and parsonalities. Trytobe
respectful of the aifferences, even ¥f
you don't personally agree with them.
Join us In 3agvocating for a truty
aquitabie system. Ask parents what
ey think 3 public education should
ook k2.
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T‘wﬁu ﬂecﬁl?ns tg;n
One of iha most rustrating

thinge hae basn that trustes
lons tend to get loat In the
race for city hall. | would
Imagine that trustees find
this equally frustrating, because
good work being dons
doasn't neceasarily get noticed
by the public or aven In the
achool community. What
conversations do you think
ghould be happening at schools
this fall to addrees thie
concarn?

When | was elacted In 2005 as
an NPAtrusies, | benefited from
riding the coat talls of attention
paid %0 the mayoral and councl
elections, pius the NPA“brand.”
However, sinca not all NPA school
trustee candidates were electad,
something must have glven me
something of an eage. Partof the
edge was the aphabetical

of My SUM3ame among
the other names on e baliot. |
camein 7 out of 8, just ahead of
Trustee Gragson and Trustee
Hansen. Onan at4arge balot,
alphabedcal name ntis
critical. | think It Is ime to look at
changing the electoral nues, along
the In2s taken by other poiltical
Junisdictions, to require random
Ii3ng of candidates 1o take that
advantage away from those win
sUMames In the early part of the
3l

| think the other edge | nad
Was some name recognition
because of my long Involvement In
provincial and faderal polltics 35 an
active volunteer, and 3iso from miy
EXpOsUre 35 3 practicing lawyer.
As wel, | actively mined 3l my
contacts In poiltics, law, and
anything else | could think of, sent
out broaacast emall
asking for support at the pals, and
asked all my contacts to do the
§3me on my behalr. Networking
through emal and the Intemezt will
play @ much graater roke In the
2003 Vancouver electon han it did
In 2005.

Wnat wers some of the
altuations or imitations you
encountered In your role as a
trustee that surprised you?

| expected to feal somewhat
poweriess bacause pubic school
funding Is controlied by e
province, 50 that fact didn't
surprise me. Whal did surprise
me was the lack of understanding
on e part of the pubic about the
Iimited financial poitical ciout of
school boards.

From the perspective of somsona
who recently came from

outside of the public

education sy and Info an
elected role as public school

I naver feit ke | came from
owsside of the public school system.
| am the product of pubic
and secondary schools In North
Caroiina, Cntario and Erfish
Columbia (Sumaby 1o be specific).
While my san attended private
school for grages 5 to 12, and my
daugnter anended private school for
grages 3% 12, 1 had
expeciad tham to atiend pubiic
school. | 3lways feklike 3 bR of an
owssider In vy ime 35 3 private

school parent. Imposter syndrome,
peraps?

Wnat my experence in both
systems has taught me Is that whan
things work wel in private school,
they work really well. However, whan
the adults In the private school
system have dificulties getting
along, there Isn't the accountadiity
there that there is In the pubic
school system. There are very
significant and Important checks and
baances In the pubiic sys2m that
Just don't exist In the private school
system. Procedures for handing
parent or student compiaints,
expectations about faciltating
diversity, the collective force of
organizad teaching and non-teaching
SiafT, just to name a few things,
levels the playing fleld for everyone
and Injects falmess and

responziblity Ino the pubic system.

It appeare that trust Ita
orten pit n 3 poettion whers they

circumstances atad by
fmsmwm«mu
control. Hae that bean your
experiance? What avenuss out
thera are avallable for people
who want to advocate
WWMIW
ons and 8ea those changes
coms o be?
Faliowing up an my comments In
response 10 queslon =2, 3l | can
53y ks "nowkadge Is power'. \olers
nead o know about the financial
of eleciad school
boards. Voters need 1o Insist that 3l
of their elected representatives —
municipal, provincial and faderal -
make public educalon 3 priority.
Maney spant well on public
education Is money very well spant.
| gon think | n2ed 0 list he
raasons why nvesting In education
makes good inandial and sociadl
serse.

What are some other thoughts
you'd llke to shara with
Vancouver teachers as we go Into
a new achool year?

Thank you for what you do
everyday that makes a difference In
the lives of the young pacpie you
teach. You do have a great oD,
3lbeit the many frustrations. | can't
think of a better way for somacne 0
}2am than to teach, and al of you
gettolean every day. And | do love
1o leam.
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