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Guest Speaker Report, Mr. Daniel Roehr

A German native, Daniel Roehr has truly achieved great ranks within the architecture and landscape architecture world. He is a registered landscape architect, a horticulturalist and an educator in both Berlin and Vancouver.  Currently, under the umbrella of the Design Centre of Sustainability at UBC, Mr. Roehr’s research focuses on monitoring the holistic environmental performance of green roofs, green facades and green streets in cities. His ability and passion for landscape, teaching, different cultures and horticulture has made him a world renowned researcher, with published refereed papers, many articles and two published books. One of which is called “Sketching Iran” where he took a group of students to Iran for three weeks, in 2007, to sketch the world celebrated monuments and building that the Persian world has to offer. Mr. Roehr’s fascination towards Persian architecture began by considering major factors such as the usage of light, water, ceilings, roofscapes and qanats, wind towers, urbanscape, cavecity and summer housing. While in Iran, he also studied Adobe, Islamic, Christian, and Ancient Architectures.

Perhaps the most significant point of his lecture was that everything he found in Iran was very different from what is found in the west. According to Mr. Roehr, lighting played a huge part in the overall sophistication of Persian architecture. For example, in public areas such as bridges, markets and mosques, light is used in such a way that it is channeled and spread so as to illuminate a space, and not burden the people, while giving them a sense of time. Furthermore, he considered water as another main feature of Persian architecture, providing a cooling and calming effect, irrigation for plants in gardens, and creating different atmospheres by the noise and speed of the water as it travels through a space. 

As the group travelled through Iran, and sketched the many different monuments and spaces, Mr. Roehr mentioned that they all spent a lot of time looking up. He found the ceilings were more of an architectural space which provided much sophistication from an engineering and esthetics point of view. 
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As for detailing, he found that the repetition of simple patterns provides a true sense of craftsmanship. For example, colourful mosaics were arranged in a way that formed extraordinary patterns and geometric shapes.  This picture is a clear example of Islamic architecture which involves the usage of coloured tiles and arithmetical patterns in a very beautiful and peaceful way.   
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Mr. Roehr’s favourite roofscapes were located in Kashan.  He believed that roofscapes are a landscape of its own; it is very sustainable because it is made of loam, and has the ability to give the whole city a distinct atmosphere.  Mr. Roehr noted that by the use of materials from the local environment for the roofing, buildings in the area do not overpower nature, but merely coincide in a harmonic way.
 
Something that was new to most of us was the way windtowers and qanats worked, which was one of the things that Mr. Roehr and his group of his student sketched while in Iran. It is a sophisticated way in which underground canals are dug, and water is passed through them into homes, where air is drawn down from with windtowers is cooled down by the cold water, and then circulated throughout the home.  This is rather complicated system which has been used for hundreds of years in Iran. As for urbanscape, Mr. Roehr mentioned that most buildings were faceless and that it is easy to lose your orientation but the entrances of the homes always gave away what kind of person had built it or who lived inside. 

While in Iran, Mr. Roehr and his students visited a 3,500 year old cave city.  Residents would lived in the caves in the winter time and moved to separate homes in the summer. These summer homes had roofs made of dried branches, each carefully laid to preserve a specific structure and ensure that the home stayed cool during the very warm summers.  

Mr. Roehr, also studied four different styles/themes of architecture, including Adobe, Islamic, Christian, and Ancient Persian. Overall, he was very appreciative of the unique Persian culture which influenced all of the buildings he and his students studied and sketched.  He believes that the western world is much removed from the realities which exist within Iran, and with the publication of his book “Sketching Iran” and with a potential documentary in the making, he wishes for the rest of the world to indulge in the marvels of architecture which exist in Iran. 
