1. Can educational technology serve as a catalyst for general improvement of student experience?
2. Is the unit of analysis learning and outcomes or is it the work done in schools and other institutions?

In regards to question two, it is apparent in Kerr’s article that the author is leaning towards identifying the chief influence of educational technologies in schools as a shift in the foundation of the organization itself and how the school identifies and connects with the surrounding community. After the readings completed in other modules I strongly feel that it is students’ experience and achievement that has received the greater impact. It seems clearly evident that technology in the classroom has provided a new set of innovations to the teachers arsenal; these have extended what is possible in the way of pedagogy and energized the students overall experience. This should be the primary yardstick by which we ascertain the influence of technology.
If we focus on the teachers and administration there is a problem, as identified by Kerr, with the discrepancies that exist between “attitude and action”. People might be saying that they are onboard – incorporating new behaviours into their teaching but the reality would not be reflective of this. Our school has been attempting to incorporate more “formative assessments” and after three years I am still required to attend workshops describing the benefits of shifting our practice because the majority of my colleagues are unfortunately only paying lip service to the idea. There is a small localized group of us that initiated the change early on but it is still an isolated event and have seen an improvement in results.
I respect that from a sociology standpoint to learn about the changes being brought you must consider the organization as a whole and within the context of its larger environment. However I am still of the mindset that the true dimensions of incorporating technology into education must be visualized with concrete measureable changes in the achievement of students.

