Unfortunately, I am not a person who had a great initial introduction to constructivism during my teacher education training. I still remember the moment when the two proffs stood up at the front of the classroom with a blackbox and poured clear water into the top with (seconds later) blue water being emitted from the base. They then asked us to formulate a hypothesis for what was happening – no scaffolding – no role modeling – no authentic tasks. Apparently this was the understanding they had of constructivism. Well, I was frustrated and confused and thought “I’m staying away from this in my classroom:!

As the years unfolded and I broadened my experiences in education I kept pondering the same question “Why does what we do in the classroom fail so many youth?” The students I work with at my inner-city high school are particularly vulnerable to a lack of success with the teaching styles that have become dominant in our schools. Incorporating a constructivist approach into my practice occurred in a natural fashion and it was only after some time that I realized that my style was reflective of constructivist philosophy: accidentally. My early memories of being taught shaped my own teaching practice and I went to a little school (25kids) that was close to the local reserve and had immense involvement from the community. When I reflect on Jonassen’s design principles and juxtapose them to what our community and many others did naturally and the similarities that exist I am left with a basic question.

How and why did “formal” education move away from a constructivist approach? 

What could the reason possibly be to depart from an educational transmission philosophy that seems so inherent to so many cultures and communities? Was it driven by government or churches? What was the true motivation for such developments? What are the implications for us not embracing a constructivist educational model, specifically with disenfranchised youth?

I am looking to see if others had similar reflections about this. Thoughts folks?
