Module 4: Posts
"What does it mean when we say that the real and unreal are collapsing into the hyperreal?"

It basically means that we are choosing a fantasy, that has been brought to life with technology, over something that is tangible and real. 

It's our conscious mind losing the ability to discern what reality has to show us from the simulacra that we buy into. I had this discussion with my partner regarding the endless hockey games we have been watching lately on our extra large, extra bright, HD hockey ready TV (don't get me wrong I am a fan). We were discussing why so many Canadians are now cheering for the Canucks in the playoffs... the Canadian Team right? Well maybe not - hockey arena location and some clever marketing wants us to believe it's a Canadian team but if you look closer it appears that Boston has more Canadians on the ice and more Canadians on their Coaching staff. In fact, both Coaches used to play together in the AHL (I think that's right) and are both originally from Quebec.

There are numerous other examples of the Hyperreal in society today: It's how pretty and thin Oprah is on her magazine covers/ It's the incredibly buff guys in the movies/ It's the invincibility of our sports stars/ It's Disney world and the malls at Christmas time.

It appears that there are a thousand different ways that our society tries to bring the "unreal" from our imaginations into a "hyperreal" Could there be an unknown cost for us doing this? On the other hand, what would happen if we were to stop?

As it happens, I do struggle with the tendency to overthink things. At the end of the day, I to enjoy a break from reality, to spend some time with my hero's on the ice. Be it real, unreal or hyperreal - Let's Bring Home the Cup.

What is the role of narrative in science fiction?

Some science fiction authors are actually scientists. They use the narrative of SF to spread new ideas and theories embedded in a popular culture framework. In a similar fashion to how historical fiction authors use the fictional narrative to create a story embedded in actual events.

There are some out there who are familiar with Carl Sagan - he was an astrophysicist who popularized scientific theories and ideas with his SF book that was later turned into the motion picture- Contact, starring Jodie Foster.

This was a powerful venue to reach a number of lay people with complex scientific information. I wish there were more scientific authors who would turn to SF to reach an audience. It might make my job as a science teacher a tad easier:}
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