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Norway has arctic territory (Svalbard, Jan Mayen and Bear islands) and antarctic territorial claims (Queen Maud Land, Bouvet and Peter the First islands). The Norwegian Polar Institute (est. 1928), is Norway’s national institution for polar research with offices in Tromsø and Longyearbyen (Svalbard) and research stations at Ny-Ălesund (Svalbard) and at Troll (Queen Maud Land). The University Centre in Svalbard (UNIS; est.1993) is the world’s northernmost institution for higher education and research located in Longyearbyen at 78°N and offers undergraduate and postgraduate courses in Arctic Biology, Geology, Geophysics and Technology.

2011 marked the centenary of Roald Amundsen’s successful expedition to the South Pole and the sesquicentenary of Fridtjof Nansen’s birth. This talk will examine the link between the inspiration provided by Nansen and Amundsen and the priority of polar research, which is endorsed by a nation of fewer than 5 million people.
