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https://docs.google.com/file/d/13BIK-siM7ZfKZmM0z3vq-WNOGyW789YB/preview


1. The concept of “architectural anthropology” is 
obsolete. In all cases, Indigenous topics in 
architecture should be informed, led, and 
benefited by First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
communities and peoples.

2. The goal should never be to aestheticize 
mainstream architectural production with 
Indigenous visuality. 

3. Indigenous topics need to be taught or guided 
by Indigenous peoples.

4. Indigeneity in architectural education requires 
buy-in from the entire community. Faculty and 
guests must be humble enough to recognize 

David Fortin, “Reflections on Indigeneity in 
Architectural Education” (2021)

that their academic credentials and 
professional experiences can be inadequate 
and they must be prepared to question their 
own preconceptions. This is one of the most 
challenging aspects of implementing 
Indigeneity into postsecondary programs. It is, 
by nature, disruptive to conventional 
architectural pedagogy, and it is a form of 
disruption that is not always easily 
understood nor embraced. 

5. Indigeneity in universities must be respectful 
of its unique spiritual dimension.



WHAT NEXT? 

Tenure track 
position, BCHRC 

restricted hire 
process

Canada Research 
Chair in 

Indigenous A&LA

Develop 
relationships with 

local nations

Cultivate pool of 
local adjuncts 

(and counteract 
precarity)

What would role 
of Indigenous 

faculty hire be? 

An Indigenous hire does not 
“check the box;” there is more 

to be done




