Storytelling
Lesson Topic: Why we tell stories 
Grade Level: Elementary (4-8 year olds) Can be done with secondary school too, depending on the students
Rationale:

Stories are not only entertaining, they help us learn. Stories were the primary teaching aid of many First Nations people, and storytelling is still very important today. For every event, natural feature or animal, there was a story. This lesson will help engage students with the art of storytelling, and the reason behind why we tell stories.
Connection to IRP: 
· Gathering information for presentations, and presentation skills
· Ways individuals contribute to a community

· Cultural similarities and differences
Lesson Guiding Quesiton:

What do we learn from hearing and telling stories?
Outcomes: Students will be able to…
· Work on their natural story telling skills
· Understand how stories help explain lessons and morals

· Describe why stories were important to First Nations people

Materials/ Resources Needed:
· Props (things to promote storytelling like play swords, hats, costumes, different kinds of glasses, maybe tools, masks, puppets, anything that would be helpful as a story prop)
· Questions Sheet, for teacher to refer to if need be

· Example of moral story to share with students (Raven and the First Men is a good choice, found here http://www.eldrbarry.net/rabb/rvn/first.htm ) 

Lesson Outline:
	10min
	Introduction: What are stories
· Discuss with students the following questions
· Why do we tell stories?
· What do stories tell us?
· What do you need to tell a story?
· What are some stories you know of, or remember being told?

	15min
	Body: Story Time
· Share with students a short story of indigenous context that you have brought to share (Raven and the First Men being a great choice), another one available https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/ach_lr_ks_clsrs_learningcircle_lc47_1316538044949_eng.pdf is about a girl who gets swallowed by a river fish
· Use puppets if available, or have students join and act out things

· Discuss with the students what they heard, and ask them questions for comprehension of the stories’ moral or lesson

· What did the main characters do?

· Why did they do it?

· What went wrong?

· How did it all resolve?

· Did the characters learn any lessons?  Did you learn a lesson?

Activity: Make Your Own Story
· In groups of three of four, have students work together to create their own story using animals, humans, and spirits (they can choose which or all to use)
· Stories need to have a beginning, middle, and end, and the main character needs to overcome a problem

· Stories can be everyday problems students face, or more creative “supernatural” problems 

· Possible Option: with students make a list of animals that they know about that live in the local area (bears, wolves, eagles, salmon, beavers, crows, etc.)

· Using that list, work with students to come up with chracteristics of those animals (ravens are sneaky and pesky, bears are slow and strong, salmon are good swimmers, etc.)

· Students will use these characteristics in their stories

· Using the props available, and their creativity, they are to come up with and then perform their story to the class
Discussion/Conclusion
· After each story is performed by the students, the audience will ask them questions about their story
· Who was in it (which animals, if they can guess, people, or spirits)
· What was the moral of the story?  What lesson did the main character learn?
· What do we learn from the story we just saw?


Criteria for Assessment/ Evaluation:
·  Formative
· Discussion will inform teacher on the level of understanding by students
· Story will be told, and then dissected for understanding
· During activity the teacher will go around keeping students on task, and providing help if anyone is having trouble with ideas
