CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS

DUE DATE:  ________________________

Instructions: Please bring the sheet with you to the school site and complete the following questions. Due WEEK 11: NOVEMBER 13TH along with your map (see #1). 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

In 2-3 sentences, explain the school and class demographics, size, and any other factors that may influence your observations. Please include the following: School /District

Teacher(s) you observed, Class(es) and Levels (General, Advanced, AP, etc) you observed, and Length of class(es) you observed. If possible, please ask the instructor for the name/concept of the day’s lesson. 
1.  Map of The Room: Draw a map of the classroom from an aerial view. Label student desks, teacher desk, entrance, windows, supplies, etc.  
How does the classroom arrangement support communication and learning? 
What kind of a learning environment is it?   
Seating arrangements? 
How does what you see in the room tell you about what usually happens there? 

What types of visuals, rules, student work, etc. are posted on the wall? Does this enhance the classroom or not?  
2. Use of Questions: 
What types of questions were asked? 
Who asks the questions? 
Who responds to the questions? 
Do the questions vary in difficulty?  
What happens to the responses of the teacher? 

Do you notice some of the following uses of questions in the instruction? How were they used?
recall data/facts; establish the student's background of information; focusing instruction; summarizing; to arouse interest; to increase student involvement; curiosity; to punish; to embarrass; to evaluate. Notice the use of "Wait Time"

3.  Interpersonal Interactions: 
What is the "flow" of classroom communication? 
Is the classroom communication primarily from teacher to students?
How much communication moves in the reverse direction? 
How much exists between students?  
What is the role of the teacher in this lesson? (i.e., source of all the information? facilitator? or what?) 
What evidence is there to indicate the degree to which students are actively involved in learning? How does the teacher support/include ELL & SPECIAL NEEDS students in the classroom communication?
What was the behaviour and classroom management like? How did the instructor handle discipline and praise? 
4.  Lesson Flow: What components are present, and what is their sequence of occurrence? For example: 

· Lesson usually begins with some sort of introduction, the aim of which frequently is to motivate, or to "grab" the students' interest. This is often connected to a previous lesson/topic, and teachers may begin with some type of review/recall of learning. 

· Early in the lesson, the teacher often attempts to provide a sense of direction; aims of the lesson; focus for what will follow; objectives. 
· Lesson activities are sometimes interspersed with "medial summaries" 
· At end of activities, does the teacher summarize (overall summary)? 
· Does the teacher do something to find out how well students have learned the material of the lesson? (Lesson "appraisal" or assessment of student comprehension) Did the teacher monitor student progress DURING the lesson with “checks for understanding,” or wait until the end of the lesson?
· Assignments and/or "enrichments" are often used to round out the lesson; some teachers use some sort of a "generalizing experience" which helps students to broaden their understanding of a concept or skill.
· What kinds of adaptations does the teacher provide for ELL & SPECIAL NEEDS students?
· Teachers will often provide a closure activity/question/summation of the day’s lesson sometimes coupled with a review activity and offer how it will connect to future learning. 

5. What other observations, comments, or questions have emerged for you? 
