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SUSTAIN-ABILITY MATTERS 

COLLABORATIVE CONCEPTUAL ART IS USEFUL AND FUN. MY GOAL IS FRESH AND 
“STICKY” SYNTHESIS, THAT INVITES EXPLORATION AND LEADS TOWARDS 
TRANSFORMATIVE OUTCOMES.  

THIS COLLECTION TELLS A STORY ̶ LEADING-INTO AND PERHAPS BEYOND ̶ 
SUSTAINABILITY. IT IS NOT THE WORLD THAT MUST CHANGE, IT IS OUR 
WORLDVIEW. 

PLEASE LOOK AT THE ART: ENJOY.   
          YOURS FOR SUSTAIN-ABILITY, 
          EQUALS AUTHENTIC ABUNDANCE, 
                  
             KURT ̶OCTOBER 2013 
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HUMANITY 
As an agent of planetary changing 

anthrosphere: 
indus t r i a l 
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F O S S I L -
F U E L E D 
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Adapted from Millennium Ecosystem Assessment;  www.millenniumassessment.org  
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G L O B A L 
U R B a N 
m e t a b o l i s m 
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The “Digital Divide” (Kates, et al., 2001). 



LOOK AROUND: 

RESPONSE 
To what is happening in the real world ? 

WHAT  
Is THE  

r i g h t   
human  
just  
mature  
s a n e  
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 

SUSTAINABILITY, 

 SUSTAIN-ABILITY or 

REGENERATIVE 
TRANSFORMATION? 
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SUSTAIN‐ABILITY MATTERS©  

Synopsis:  
 A collec?on of collabora?ve conceptual art is presented here, the product of research, innova?on and collabora?on over many years. 

These figures are intended for use in sustainability teaching and learning. These crea?ve works are licensed for use at The University of Bri?sh 
Columbia. Online use must include aOribu?on as follows: ©Kurt Andrew Grimm/drkurtgrimm.com. WriOen permission Is required for other uses. 

Introduc0on and Thank You:  
 A simple collec?on of conceptual art — mindmaps wordmaps and collabora?ve conceptual cartoons — are presented here. The art is a useful and 

adaptable orienta?on to a conceptual and prac?cal landscape. For most people familiar with sustainability, a sequen?al walk through the figures will self‐
explain, clarify and catalyze. A companion narra?on (.mp3) is in prepara?on; please request it. Much related text —  including cap?ons, essay‐like narra?ves 
and two book proposals —  link to what is summarized here. I welcome inquiries about the work and my goals. 

 Evidence‐based conceptual art facilitates summary, synthesis, and engaging presenta?on. Hand‐rendered conceptual art is fun to create and employ; 
using it o_en catalyzes crea?vity, reflec?on, and discussion towards fresh and “s?cky” synthesis.   

  This compila?on interprets “sustainability concepts”. Upon request, I’ll send along a companion mp3 file, to provide brief narra?on to accompany 
these figures. Evidence‐based conceptual art, even where partnered with wriOen and/or spoken word is neither about precise defini?ons nor complete 
analy?cal descrip?on. I welcome inquiries, towards assis?ng you in dovetailing any or all of these figures and concepts with your own understandings and 
perspec?ves. I also welcome encouragement and sugges?ons.  

 My sincere thanks to many professional colleagues — par?cularly in my home department (Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences) and specifically 
to Cole Nakatani, Alison Aloisio, Paul Smith, Bill Rees, Roger Beckie, Marc Bus?n and Teresa Woodley. Thanks also to my many students — those who love me 
and par?cularly those who may not. Much novelty and discovery has been spawned at the chalkboard, and in some other dry places. 

 Researching a new synthesis while crea?ng the content and design of related conceptual lineart has been my primary research ac?vity for nearly a 
decade. Thanks to Phil Testemale for collabora?ve cartoons arising from paid commission and symbio?c conceptual catalysis. In my opinion, Phil’s work is 
without equal; our collabora?on is nourishing and delight‐full. Patrick LiOle awakened the necessity of hand‐cra_ed beauty and folksy calligraphy for effec?ve 
mindmaps and cartoons. Viranlly Liemena gave those descriptors wings. Most of the costs for prepara?on of final art were paid out‐of‐pocket. Support from 
UBC‐EOAS Teaching and Learning Equipment Fund, and the Teaching and Learning Enhancement Fund (TLEF)  at UBC are gratefully acknowledged. 

 Grateful thanks to dear family and friends, for abundances of kindness, prayer and encouragment. I am and we are truly blessed.  
 To my readers, be aOen?ve and listen to the world: the dynamics of change are themselves changing. We may soon be presented with the 

opportunity to reboot the world. Yet it is not the world that must change, it is our worldview.  
 All of my work aims to equip individuals and socie?es for success in what must be the great project for 21st century humanity: the regeneraFve 

transformaFon of industrial worldview and planetary ciFes. Beauty is and must be central to sustain‐ability.  Science and ins?tu?ons are marvelous tools, yet 
I believe that the tyranny of reduc?onism and ins?tu?onalism must give way to Life‐centric worldview and wise agri‐cultural prac?ce. Rock, water, soil, seed; 
heads, hands and hearts — these are founda?onal.  Please enjoy and employ what’s assembled here. Let’s accomplish greatness together. 

                              
                           Kurt Grimm, October 24, 2013 
                                  kgrimm@eos.ubc.ca — 604‐779‐1839 


