
ENGL 362 – 921

Studies in a 19c Genre (3 credits)

Term 1B: Summer 2012 (June 18 – July 27)

M/W: 7:00-10:00








Instructor: Dr. Suzanne James 



sujames@mail.ubc.ca

“The horror! The horror!”: Nightmare Fiction of the Nineteenth Century
In the nineteenth century, many writers turned inwards to focus on the human mind, exploring states of intense emotion as well as psychological distress. In this section of English 362 we will study a range of fictional texts from the Victorian era exploring psychological horror. We will discuss these works in the context of social and political upheavals of the period, as well as considering generic conventions and tropes. Students will be encouraged to approach these texts through a range of critical perspectives.
Text List:
· Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 

· Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
· Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
· Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray
· Poe, selected short stories

Course Requirements:

· In-class essay – 25% 
· Term paper – 35% 
· Participation – 10% (Term Paper Proposal: 5%; Attendance & Informal Responses: 5%)
· Final examination – 30% 
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