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Syntacticization	  of	  speech	  acts	  –
pragmaticization of	  syntax
Speech	  act	  structure	  is	  part	  of	  the	  functional	  architecture	  of	  
the	  clause.
=	  interface	  between	  the	  utterance	  and	  the	  discourse	  

The	  syntax	  of	  interaction 4

SA-
structure

FP
p-

structure

FP
What is the 
function of 
the speech act 
structure?



From	  speech	  acts	  to	  interaction
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Speaker Addressee 

S	  assertsp	  if	  
i) S	  believes	  p
ii) S	  wants	  A	  to	  believe	  p	  

Bach	  &	  Harnish 1979

6

Bel (p) Bel (p)p

Discourse	  conditions	  for	  assertions
(the	  classic	  view)

Explains the ACTION 
of assertion.
But not its 
INTERACTIVE aspect

The	  syntax	  of	  interaction
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Oh,	  really!	  
That’s	  great.

I	  have	  a	  new	  dog.

The	  syntax	  of	  interaction
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Common Ground

Speaker Addressee

The	  speech	  act	  model	  of	  interaction
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Minimal	  conversational	  units

A: Utterance:

B: Response

Speaker Addressee 

Speaker Addressee 

‘I	  have	  a	  dog.’

Bel (S,p)

Bel (A,p)

Oh,	  really!	  
That’s	  great.

The	  syntax	  of	  interaction



Grounding	  theory

The	  common	  ground	  (=	  the	  mutally
shared	  beliefs	  of	  the	  interlocutors)	  
cannot	  be	  properly	  updated	  without	  
the	  process	  of	  grounding

Grounding:
involves	  speaker	  and	  hearer.	  
involves	  the	  coordination	  of	  
communicative	  content	  and	  its	  
process.
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H.	  Clark	  
(Stanford	  University)



Presentation	  phase	  (=	  Utterance)
A	  presents	  utterance	  u	  for	  B	  to	  consider.	  He	  does	  so	  on	  the	  
assumption	  that,	  if	  B	  gives	  evidence	  e	  or	  stronger,	  he	  can	  believe	  
that	  she	  understands	  what	  he	  means	  by	  u.

Accpetancephase	  (=	  Response)
B	  accepts	  utterance	  u	  by	  giving	  evidence	  e	  that	  she	  believes	  she	  
understands	  what	  A	  means	  by	  u.	  She	  does	  so	  on	  the	  assumption	  
that,	  once	  A	  registers	  the	  evidence,	  he	  will	  also	  believe	  that	  she	  
understands.

Clark	  &	  Schaefer	  1989:	  265	  

11

Speaker Addressee 

Speaker Addressee 

Bel (S,p)

Bel (A,p)
The	  syntax	  of	  interaction



12

Oh,	  really!	  
That’s	  great.

I	  have	  a	  new	  dog.

Grounding	  theory

Assertion:
• S	  presents	  p	  for	  H	  to	  accept	  as	  true.
• Once	  accepted	  by	  H,	  p	  enters	  CG.
• p	  is	  grounded

PresentationAcceptance

The	  syntax	  of	  interaction



Minimal	  conversational	  units

A: Presentation:
[[You	  have	  a	  dog]Utt ehconf ]

B: Acceptance:
[yesResp[	  I	  do]Utt]

13

How	  do	  we	  explore	  conversational	  
competence?

The	  syntax	  of	  interaction
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Presenation
phase

Accpetance
phase

Common Ground

Table

presenter’s 
ground

responder’s 
ground

TI
M

E

WORLD



The	  syntacticization	  of	  interaction
Grounding	  (=	  active)
Responding	  (=interactive)

2017-‐05-‐09 The	  syntax	  of	  interaction 15
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Classification

Perspectivizing

Anchoring

The	  universal	  spine	  hypothesis

How the event 
relates to the 
utterance

How the event 
relates to the 
POV

How the 
participant 
relates to the 
event
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Classification

Perspectivizing

Anchoring How the event 
relates to the 
utterance

How the event 
relates to the 
POV

How the 
participant 
relates to the 
event

How the utterance relates 
to the interlocutors 
response set

How the utterance 
relates to the 
interlocutors beliefset

Grounding                       

Responding                       
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Grounding                       

Responding                       
We	  claim	  that	  utterances	  impact	  
dialogue	  in	  two	  ways	  that	  we	  
describe	  in	  terms	  of	  update.	  On	  
the	  one	  hand,	  Speaker	  commits	  
herself	  to	  some	  content:	  uttering	  
amounts	  to	  update	  Speaker’s	  
commitments.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  
Speaker	  calls	  on	  Addressee for	  
him	  to	  change	  his	  own	  
commitments.	  	  

Beyssade &	  Marandin 2006

“Speech act 
structure” 
is complex!
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Hence “speech 
acts can be 
more or less 
complex”

respP

Resp

RespSpkr  ground

 GroundSpkr

 Ground

respAdr

 CP

 groundAdr
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respP

Resp

RespSpkr  ground

 GroundSpkr

 Ground

respAdr

 CP

 groundAdr

What I believe 
your attitude is
about p

My attitude 
towards p

What I want 
you to do 
with p

What I’m 
responding to

“Speech act 
structure” 
is complex!

Hence “speech 
acts can be more 
or less complex”



Speech	  act	  types	  derived	  by	  
grounding	  structure
Wiltschko 2016	  Ergative	  constellations	  in	  the	  structure	  of	  speech	  acts.	  
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respP

Resp

RespSpkr  ground

 GroundSpkr

 Ground

respAdr

 CP

 groundAdr



Response	  structure	  need	  not	  project

John	  runs	  into	  Mary	  and	  notices	  that	  she	  is	  walking	  a	  young	  
puppy.	  He	  knows	  that	  she	  had	  wanted	  to	  get	  a	  new	  dog	  for	  a	  
while.	  He	  exclaims:	  

(1)	   You	  have	  a	  new	  dog!	  

àNot	  “informative”
àno	  response	  necessary
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Grounding	  structure
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Another	  instance	  of	  κ

• Transitive
• Relational
• Possibility	  for	  substantiation

24

κ

κP

##########κ
####[ucoin]

arg

arg



Another	  instance	  of	  κ
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groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

What I’m 
saying is in 
my ground



Grounding	  structure
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Declarative	  =	  transitive
Proposition	  is	  in	  speaker’s	  ground	  



Unergative intransitives

• imperative	  clause-‐type	  denotes	  a	  property	  
(Portner 2004)
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To-‐do-‐list



Unaccusative

(1) Para-‐ sha-‐ n-‐ si
rain-‐ prog-‐ 3-‐ si	  
p=	  ‘It is raining”	  

ILL	  =	  PRESENT	  (p)	  
Faller	  2002:	  199	  (165)

• Sentenceswith	  evidentials have presentative force
• Presentatives “present propositions”
• S	  puts	  forth	  p	  without	  committing	  to	  the	  truth	  of	  p	  

2017-‐05-‐09 The	  syntax	  of	  interaction 28



Unaccusative

the	  speaker	  brings	  the	  embedded	  proposition	  into	  the	  
conversation	  for	  consideration.	  That	  is	  the	  current	  speaker’s	  
speech	  act	  is	  one	  of	  presentation	  of	  another	  speaker’s	  
assertion.	  […]There	  is	  no	  condition	  that	  the	  speaker	  believes	  p,	  
and	  the	  illocutionary	  act	  is	  that	  of	  present	  

(Faller	  2002:	  198f.).	  

Presentatives are	  the	  most	  basic	  speech	  acts:	  
• contain	  the	  least	  amount	  of	  structure	  
• most	  basic	  kind	  of	  update	  (Portner 2004)
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Constructing	  more	  speech	  acts
The	  role	  of	  discourse	  markers	  and	  intonation:
Eh	  vs.	  huh
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respP

Resp

RespSpkr  ground

 GroundSpkr

 Ground

respAdr

 CP

 groundAdr

Discourse	  markers
Intonation
…



Speech	  act	  modifiers

Conditions	  of	  use	  for	  declarative	  assertions	  
(i)	   S	  believes	  the	  proposition	  (p)	  conveyed	  by	  her	  

utterance.	  
(ii)	   S	  wants	  A	  to	  adopt	  p	  into	  her	  set	  of	  beliefs	  

Bach	  and	  Harnish 1979	  

But	  declaratives	  can	  be	  modified:
i) Modifying	  the	  commitment	  (e.g.	  via	  evidentials)
ii) Modifying	  the	  Call	  on	  Addressee	  (e.g.	  via	  intonation)
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So,	  you	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?
So,	  you	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  huh?



Speech	  act	  modifiers

(1)	   You	  are	  leaving.	  

Conditions	  of	  use	  for	  declaratives	  
(i)	   Bel(S,p)	  
(ii)	   CoA:	  Bel(A,p)	  

(2) You	  are	  leaving,	  eh?

Conditions	  of	  use	  
(i)	   Bel	  (S,p)	  ∨ Bel	  (S,¬p)	  
(ii)	   CoA:	  Confirm	  (Bel	  (A,p))	  

2017-‐05-‐09 The	  syntax	  of	  interaction 33



discourse	  particles	  =def
a	  subclass	  of	  discourse	  markers	  that	  «	  help	  to	  organize	  a	  discourse	  by	  
conveying	  information	  concerning	  the	  epistemic	  states	  of	  the	  speaker,	  or	  
her	  interlocutors,	  or	  both,	  with	  respect	  to	  the	  descriptive,	  or	  propositional	  
content	  of	  an	  utterance.	  »	  

Zimmerman	  2011:	  2012

34

«	  English	  is	  a	  good	  example	  of	  a	  language	  without	  a	  lexical	  inventory	  of	  
discourse	  particles. In	  the	  absence	  of	  particles,	  English	  resorts	  to	  other	  
grammatical	  means	  for	  expressing	  speaker	  and/or	  hearer	  attitudes	  
towards	  a	  proposition	  »

Zimmerman,	  2011:	  2034	  

English	  has
discourse	  particles



Methodology	  to	  investigate	  
interaction
Corpus	  data
Storyboards
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Sarge:	   Well, you're	  the	  one	  keeping	  the	  secret.	  I'm	  just	  obliging.	  

Jack:	   Oh, then	  it's	  gonna be	  a	  talk	  about	  that.	  

Sarge:	   You	  didn't	  actually	  think	  I'd	  come	  over	  here	  without	  bringing	   it	  up,	  did	  
you?	  I	  mean,	  you	  never	  answered	  my	  question	  before.	  

Jack:	   I	  have	  an	  appointment	  scheduled	  for	  tomorrow.	  

Sarge:	   And?	  
Jack:	   And	  what?
Sarge:	   Are	  you	  going	  to	  keep	  it	  or	  not?	  

Jack:	   Well, I	  have	  every	  intention	  of	  going.
Sarge:	   Yeah. Intentions,	  eh...	  
Jack:	   Okay,	  okay,	  okay,	  yeah,	  yeah,	  yeah,	  I'm	  definitely	  going	   in.	  They	   can	  run	  tests	  
to	   their	  hearts'	  content.	  

Nikki:	   Tests?	  What,	  you're	  having	  tests?	  

Jack:	   Yeah,	  just	  routine,	  uh,	  you	  know	  the	  hospital.	  
Sarge:	   Doctors	  love	  to	  be	  thorough.	  

Nikki:	   Oh.	  Well, in	  that	  case,	  I'm	  all	  for	  it.

36

Corpus	   of	  American	   Soap	  operas
http://corpus.byu.edu/soap/
Young	   and	  Restless	   2012-‐05-‐29
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Sarge:	   Well, you're	  the	  one	  keeping	  the	  secret.	  I'm	  just	  
obliging.	  
Jack:	   Oh, then	  it's	  gonna be	  a	  talk	  about	  that.	  
Sarge:	   You	  didn't	  actually	  think	  I'd	  come	  over	  here	  without	  

bringing	  it	  up,	  did	  you?	  I	  mean,	  you	  never	  answered	  
my	   question	  before.	  
Jack:	   I	  have	  an	  appointment	  scheduled	  for	  tomorrow.	  
Sarge:	   And?	  
Jack:	   And	  what?
Sarge:	   Are	  you	  going	  to	  keep	  it	  or	  not?	  
Jack:	   Well, I	  have	  every	   intention	  of	  going.
Sarge:	   Yeah. Intentions,	  eh...	  
Jack:	   Okay,	  okay,	  okay,	  yeah,	  yeah,	  yeah,	  I'm	  definitely	  
going	  in.	  They	  can	  run	  tests	   to	  their	  hearts'	  content.	  
Nikki:	   Tests?	  What,	  you're	  having	  tests?	  
Jack:	   Yeah,	  just	  routine,	  uh,	  you	  know	  the	  hospital.	  
Sarge:	   Doctors	  love	  to	  be	  thorough.	  
Nikki:	   Oh.	  Well, in	  that	  case,	  I'm	  all	   for	  it.

Problems	  with	  corpus	  data

-‐ no	  negative	  data
-‐ limited	  context	  

(who	  knows	  what?)
-‐ not	  always	  sound	  files	  available
-‐ hard	  to	  find	  minimal	  pairs
-‐ hard	  to	  use	  for	  cross-‐linguistic	  

investigations
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How	  do	  we	  explore	  grammatical	  
competence	  in	  understudied	  languages

• Grammars	  and	  dictionaries

• Native	  speaker	  judgments

How	  do	  you	  say:
I	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

Grammars 
typically do NOT 

contain 
conversational 

materials

This doesn’t 
(always) 
work
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How	  do	  we	  explore	  grammatical	  
competence?
• Grammars	  and	  dictionaries

• Native	  speaker	  judgments
This doesn’t 

work

So what 
should we 
elicit and 

how?
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What	  should	  we	  elicit?

Minimal	  conversational	  units

A: Presentation

B: Acceptance
Speaker Addressee 

Speaker Addressee 
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Burton	  &	  Matthewson 2014

How	  do	  we	  explore	  conversational	  
competence?

Story board 
elicitation
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Story	  board	  elicitation	  
(Burton	  &	  Matthewson	  2014)

-‐ We	  can	  elicit	  negative	  data
-‐ We	  can	  control	  for	  context	  

(who	  knows	  what?)
-‐ We	  can	  record	  speakers
-‐ We	  can	  create	  contexts	  to	  elicit	  

minimal	  pairs
-‐ We	  can	  do	  cross-‐linguistic	  

investigations



• Native	  speaker	  judgments
• Minimal	  conversational	  units
• Elicited	  via	  story-‐boards

43

How	  do	  we	  explore	  conversational	  
competence?



Introducing	  confirmationals
Presentation	  phase:	  	  	   [[….]	  conf]
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Request 
confirmation that 
p is true
= 
“Confirmationals”

(1) You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?
(2) You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  right?
(3)	  	  	   You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  huh?
(4)	  	  	   You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  hey?

…

45



Epistemic	  (un)certainty

Bel p ¬ Bel p

positive
Assertions

Request	  for	  
confirmation

negative
assertions

46



(1) You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

S
Bel p ¬ Bel p

Epistemic	  stance

Interactive	  stance

47

I want you 
to tell me

I kind of 
believe p



Columbus	  2010



Columbus	  2010

We need a way to 
systematically 
investigate 
confirmationals



A	  syntactician’s approach	  
to	  multi-‐functionality

50

κκ

κκ

 form - meaning

 function

 UoL



A	  syntactician’s approach	  to	  multi-‐
functionality

51

The interpretive 
function varies 

with the syntactic 
context!

Form Syntactic context Function
clear Put	  it	  on	  the	  	  clearA table. state
clear He clearV -‐ed the	  table. event

Unitof Language	  +	  Context	  =	  function

κκ

κκ

 form - meaning

 function

 UoL



I	  will	  argue	  in	  this	  paper	  that	  although	  in	  certain	  situations	  
the	  forms	  may	  have	  a	  single	  principal	  function	  (for	  example,	  
in	  conversations	  between	  friends	  they	  may	  well	  be	  mainly	  
used	  to	  mark	  intersubjectivity and	  shared	  knowledge	  and	  
experience),	  it	  does	  not	  help	  us	  to	  understand	  the	  nature	  
of	  the	  general	  extenders	  (nor	  of	  pragmatic	  particles	  in	  
general)	  to	  prioritise one	  function	  over	  another. To	  
generalise about	  their	  function	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  their	  use	  in	  
one	  specific	  discourse	  genre	  overlooks	  the	  flexibility	  and	  
multifunctionality that	  is	  the	  most	  salient	  characteristic	  of	  
these	  linguistic	  forms.	  

Cheshire	  2007:	  158
52

UoL +	  Cx =	  f

A	  syntactician’s approach	  to	  multi-‐
functionality

What do we mean by 
“principal function”?



κκ

κκ

 form - meaning

 function

 UoL

UoL +	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cx =	  f
clear Put	  it	  on	  the	  	  clearA

table.
state

clear He clearV -‐ed the	  table. event

A	  syntactician’sapproach	  to	  principal	  function

53

Principal	  function	  of	  UoL
=	  the	  concept	  of	  clearness



UoL +	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cx =	  	  	  	  	  f
clear Put	  it	  on	  the	  	  clearA

table.
state

clear He clearV -‐ed the	  table. event

54

There is no 
“principal context”.
Hence there is no 
principal function 
of UoL in context

κκ

κκ

 form - meaning

 function

 UoL

A	  syntactician’sapproach	  to	  principal	  function



Deriving	  The	  Multi-‐functionality	  of	  ‘eh’
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UoL + Cx = f

Syntactic 
context

Prosodic
Context

Discourse 
context

Social
context

eh
(I believe)
that you agree 
with 
this speech act

…

Functions are 
constructed!



The	  multi-‐functionality	  of	  ‘eh’
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Function Example
Statement	  of	  opinion Nice	  day,	  eh?
Statement	  of fact It goes	  over	  here,	  eh?
Command Think	  about	  it,	  eh?
Exclamation What	  a	  game,	  eh?
Question What	  are	  they	  trying	  to	  do,	  eh?
Request	  for	  repetition Eh?	  What	  did	  you	  say?
Fixed expression Thank	  you,	  eh?/	  I	  know,	  eh?
Insults You’re	  a	  real	  snob,	  eh?
Accusations You	  took	  the	  last	  piece,	  eh?
Narrative This	  guy	  is	  on	  the	  27th floor,	  eh,	  

then	  he	  gets	  out	  on	  the	  ledge,	  
eh… Tremblay	  &	  Gold	  2006

UoL + Cx = f

Syntactic 
context

Prosodic
Context

Discourse 
context

Social
context

eh
(I believe)
that you agree 
with 
this speech act

…

Functions are 
constructed!

These are not 
functions of ‘eh’ 
but functions of 

the context alone.



The	  multi-‐functionality	  of	  ‘eh’
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Function Example Example	  w/out	  eh
Statement	  of	  opinion Nice	  day,	  eh? Nice	  day
Statement	  of fact It goes	  over	  here,	  eh? It goes	  over	  here
Command Think	  about	  it,	  eh? Think	  about	  it
Exclamation What	  a	  game,	  eh? What	  a	  game
Question What	  are	  they	  trying	  to	  do,	  eh? What	  are	  they	  trying	  to	  do
Request	  for	  repetition Eh?	  What	  did	  you	  say? What	  did	  you	  say?
Fixed expression Thank	  you,	  eh?/	  I	  know,	  eh? Thank	  you?/	  I	  know
Insults You’re	  a	  real	  snob,	  eh? You’re	  a	  real	  snob
Accusations You	  took	  the	  last	  piece,	  eh? You	  took	  the	  last	  piece
Narrative This	  guy	  is	  on	  the	  27th floor,	  eh,	  

then	  he	  gets	  out	  on	  the	  ledge,	  
eh…

This	  guy	  is	  on	  the	  27th floor,	  
then	  he	  gets	  out	  on	  the	  
ledge…

UoL + Cx = f

Syntactic 
context

Prosodic
Context

Discourse 
context

Social
context

eh
(I believe)
that you agree 
with 
this speech act

…

Functions are 
constructed!

To determine the 
core function of 
‘eh’ one has to 
look at what 
changes by 
adding ‘eh’
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1	  a. What	  a	  surprise!	  
b. *	  What	  a	  surprise,	  eh?

Exclamations
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2	  	  a. *What	  a	  surprise!
b. What	  a	  surprise,	  eh?

Exclamations



The	  contribution	  of	  ‘eh?’
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“Real” 
exclamation!

Confirm that you 
would perform 
this exclamation 

2	  a *What	  a	  surprise!
b. What	  a	  surprise,	  eh?

1	  	  a. What	  a	  surprise!
b. *What	  a	  surprise	  eh?



Deriving	  the	  exclamative function	  of	  eh
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:	  Syn
exclamative

Cs:	  Disc Cx:	  social

Eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  exclamation	  

Cx:	  Phon



Cx:	  Syn

exclamative
interrogative
imperative
declarative

The	  contribution	  of	  syntactic	  context
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cs:	  Disc Cx:	  social

Eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  …..

Cx:	  Phon



Clause-‐type	  ::	  Speech	  Act	  
mappings

63

Clause-‐type Speech-‐act
type

exclamative Exclamation
interrogative Question
imperative Command
declarative Assertion

Result	  of	  eh-‐
modification
Confirm	  that	  you	  
agree	  with	  this	  
Speech	  act



3	  a. *	  What’s	  he	  talking	  about, eh?
b.	  	  	  What’s	  he	  talking	  about?

Questions



Questions

4.a. What’s	  he	  talking	  about,	  eh?
b. ??	  What’s	  he	  talking	  about?



The	  contribution	  of	  ‘eh?’
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“Real” 
question

Confirm that you 
would perform 
this question

4.a. What’s	  he	  talking	  about,	  eh?
b. ??	  What’s	  he	  talking	  about?

3	  a. *	  What’s	  he	  talking	  about, eh?
b.	  	  	  What’s	  he	  talking	  about?



Cx: SYNTAX

Target	  of	  
confirmation
Clause-‐type
Speech-‐act type

f =	  Cx +	  UoL

Cx: DISCOURSE
Who knows what 
and how

Strength of	  belief
Source	  of	  belief
Timing	  of	  belief
Credibility	  of	  
source

Cx:SOCIAL

politeness
Social	  
relations

Cx: PROSODY

Intonation
Tone

67

Target	  of	  confirmation	  correlates	  
with	  clause-‐type



Ground-SP

Ground-S S

p-structure

RespP

CoA

Ground-AP

Ground-A

Confirm

Assertion
Question
Exclamation
…

Target	  of	  confirmation	  correlates	  
with	  clause-‐type



(1) You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

69
(2) I	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

Confirm that 
you know p

Confirm that 
p is true

Target	  of	  confirmation	  correlates	  with	  clause-‐type

Same clause-type, 
different target 
of confirmation
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Function Syntactic context Form	  (UoL)
Confirm	  that	  p
is	  true

You have	  a	  new	  dog,	  ehconf eh

Confirm	  that	  
you	  know	  p

I	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  ehconf eh

Ground-Spkr

eh S

You have a new dog

Ground-Spkreh

S

I have a new dog

Ground-Adr

Syntacticizing the	  target	  of	  confirmation



(1) Hin ha’ti xa’ⱡȼin,	  qaqa
‘You	  have	  a	  dog,	  eh.’

71

(2) hu ha’ti xa’ⱡȼin (*qaqa)
I	  have	  a	  dog	  (*eh)

Not all 
confirmationals
allow the 
“confirm that 
you know” use

Ktunaxa



(1) Ni xin yang le tiao gou, ha1?
you newgrow ASP CL dog prt

72

(2) Wo xin yang le tiao gou, ha2?
I new grow Asp Cl dog, prt

Tone: H-L

Tone: H-H

Northern	  Mandarin



The	  Prosody	  of	  ha1:	  H-‐L

Ms.	  G:	   you	  	  	  	  yi shihuanyatou shi buyiyang ha1?
Have	  	  one	   maid	   is	  	  	  	  	  not.the.same PRT

‘It	  is	  so	  good	  to	  have	  a	  maid	  working	  in	  office,	  isn’t	  it?’



The	  Prosody	  of	  ha2:	  H-‐H

Hai	  dei kankan duzhe you	  	  	  	  shenme fanying ha2?
Yet	  	  have.to see	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  reader	  	  have	  	  what	  	  	  	  	  	  	  response	  PRT
‘(You	  know	  )	  we	  have	  to	  see	  how	  the	  readers	  respond	  to	  it,	  right?’



Ground-SP

Ground-S S

p-structure

RespP

CoA
Ground-AP

Ground-A

I believe you 
believe p

I believe p

eh
huh
qaqa
ha1

eh
*huh
*qaqa
ha2

Where	  does	  UoL associate?



Evidence	  from	  response
Context:	  On	  Monday,	  John	  and	  Mary	  arranged	  to	  go	  to	  Starbucks	  on	  Friday.	  

On	  Friday	  afternoon:
John: Women	  jintian xiawu yiqi qu Xingbake ha1?

We	  today	  afternoon	  together	  go	  Starbucks	  PRT
‘We’ll	  go	  to	  the	  Starbucks	  this	  afternoon,	   right?’

Mary:	   a. Shi-‐a,	   xiawu yiqi qu. [p	  is	  true]
Yes.PRT ,	  afternoon	  together	  go.
‘Yeah,	  let’s	  go	  together	  this	  afternoon.’

b. *En,	   wo	  jizhe ne. [I	  know	  p]
Yes	  	  	  	  I	  	  	  	  remember	  PRT .
‘Yeah,	  that’s	  what	  I	  had	  in	  mind.’



Evidence	  from	  response
Context:	  On	  Monday,	  John	  and	  Mary	  arranged	  to	  go	  to	  Starbucks	  on	  Friday.	  

On	  Friday	  afternoon:
John: Women	  jintian xiawu yiqi qu Xingbake ha2?

We	  today	  afternoon	  together	  go	  Starbucks	  PRT
‘We’ll	  go	  to	  the	  Starbucks	  this	  afternoon,	   right?’

Mary:	   a. *Shi-‐a,	  	  	  	  	  xiawu yiqi qu. [p	  is	  true]
Yes.PRT ,	  afternoon	   together	  go.
‘Yeah,	  let’s	  go	  together	  this	  afternoon.’

b. En,	   wo	  jizhe ne. [	  I	  know	  p]
Yes,	  I	   remember	   PRT .
‘Yeah,	  that’s	  what	  I	  had	  in	  mind.’



Ground-SP

Ground-S S

p-structure

RespP

CoA

Ground-AP

Ground-A

Confirm

Assertion
Question
Exclamation
…

Syntacticizing the	  target	  of	  confirmation



Ground-SP

Ground-S S

p-structure

RespP

CoA
Ground-AP

Ground-A

I believe you 
believe p

I want you 
to tell me

I believe p

eh
qaqa
ha1

eh
*qaqa
ha2

Confirm

How does the 
request for 
confirmation 
come about?

Syntacticizing the	  target	  of	  confirmation



Cx:	  Syn

exclamative
interrogative
imperative
declarative

How	  does	  confirmation	  come	  about?
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cs:	  Disc Cx:	  social

Eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  …..

Cx:	  Phon



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  prosodic	  context
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:	  Phon
/: respond

eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  __________

Cs:	  Disc Cx:	  socialCx:	  Syn



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  prosodic	  
context

82

Rising	  intonation	  operates	  on	  speech	  acts.
Trinh	  &	  Crnič 2011:	  1

Intonational tunes	  are	  types	  of	  “morphemes”
Gussenhoven 1984	  

Clause-‐type Intonation Speech-‐act type Example

declarative
falling assertion It’s	  raining.
rising question It’s	  raining?
surprise exclamation It’s	  raining!



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  prosodic	  
context

83

Some	  Canadians	  extend	  these	  uses	  of	  eh so	  liberally	  in	  their	  narrative	  style,	  that	  
virtually	  every	  sentence	  in	  a	  story	  is	  treated	  as	  if	  it	  were	  shared	  information	  and	  
the	  addressee	  need	  only	  keep	  up	  with	  the	  logical	  development	  of	  the	  piece.	  An	  
example	  of	  such	  a	  description:	  “He’s	  holding	  on	  to	  a	  firehose,	  eh?	  The	  think	  is	  
jumping	  all	  over	  the	  place,	  eh,	  and	  he	  can	  hardly	  hold	  onto	  it,	  eh?	  Well	  he	  finally	  
loses	  control	  of	  it,	  eh	  and	  the	  water	  knocks	  down	  half	  a	  dozen	  bystanders.”	  
(quoted	  by	  Avis	  1972	  103;	  source	  not	  given.	  As	  Avis	  points	  out,	  in	  this	  context,	  eh
frequently	  has	  a	  level	  rather	  than	  rising	  intonation).	  This	  narrative	  technique	  
provides	  at	  least	  one	  example	  of	  the	  hyperdefensive use	  of	  eh,	  because	  the	  
speaker	  here	  seems	  to	  be	  anticipating	  at	  every	  turn	  a	  challenge	  to	  the	  accuracy	  of	  
plausibility	  of	  his	  story,	  even	  from	  people	  who	  are	  not	  in	  a	  position	  to	  do	  so	  with	  
much	  authority.	  

Johnson	  1976:	  157



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  prosodic	  
context
Confirmational ‘eh?’
Turn-‐final

A:	  Oh,	  sparkly	  and	  fun,	  eh?	  
G:	  Mm-‐hmm.	  You	  got	  it.

A:…	  so	  why	  don't	  we	  make	  a	  toast	  -‐-‐

to	  our	  beautiful	  women,	  eh?
Z:	  Done.

D:	  Not	  this	  time,	  eh?	  
M:	  No.

http://corpus.byu.edu/soap/

Narrative	  ‘eh’
Turn-‐medial
“So	  I	  go	  to	  this	  shrink,	  eh,	  and	  
he	  goes	  like	  I	  don’t	  have	  no	  
confidence,	  eh.	  I	  go,	  ‘No	  way,	  
man.’	  He	  goes	  I	  should	  take	  
assertiveness	  training.	  Weird,	  
eh?	  Like	  I’m	  always	  supposed	  
to	  be	  seeking	  approval,	  eh,	  
from,	  you	  know,	  other	  
people?	  I	  felt	  like	  he	  could	  kiss	  
my	  Royal	  Canadian,	  eh?	  But,	  
sayin’	  it	  would	  a	  been	  too	  
pushy.	  Dyuh think?”

http://www.billcasselman.com/casselmania/mania
_eh.htm
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The	  role	  of	  intonation

Confirmationaleh Narrative	  eh

85

uh the west eh to work

0

300

100

200

Pi
tc

h 
(H

z)

Time (s)
1187 1189

Rising	  declarative



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  prosodic	  context
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:Syn Cx: Ph
/ respond!
\ I’ll	  continue

Cs:	  Disc Cx:	  social

eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

(I	  believe	  that)
you	  would	  
perform	  this	  
speech	  act



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  context
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:	  Syn Cx:	  socialCx: Ph Cx:	  Disc
S=	  expert
A=	  expert
No expertWho knows 

what 
contributes to 
the function of 

‘eh?’
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The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  
context
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5	  a. I	  have	  a	  new	  dog.	  
b. I	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

Effect:

Confirm 
that you 
know this

http://dexteroustongue.com/talk-‐like-‐a-‐canadian-‐1-‐hardcore-‐eh/

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  
context
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6	  	  a.	  You	  have	  a	  new	  dog.	  
b. You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

Effect:

Confirm 
that p is true

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  context
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Addressee	  =	  expert Speaker=	  expert

6	  b.	  I	  got	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?5	  b. You	  got	  a	  new	  dog,	  eh?

Confirm 
that you 
know this

Confirm 
that this is 
true

http://dexteroustongue.com/talk-‐like-‐a-‐canadian-‐1-‐hardcore-‐eh/

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  context



UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:Syn
Declarative

Cx: Ph
/:	  respond

Cx:	  social

eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  assertion

= Confirm 
that you 
know this

Cs:	  Disc
S=	  expert

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  context



UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:Syn Cx: Ph Cs:	  Disc
S=	  expert
A-‐ expert

Cx:	  social

eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  assertion

= Confirm 
that this is 
true

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  context



UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:Syn Cx: Ph Cs:	  Disc
S=	  expert
A-‐ expert
No	  expert

Cx:	  social

eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Confirm	  that	  
you	  would	  
perform	  
this	  assertion

= Confirm 
that you 
agree

The	  contribution	  of	  the	  discourse	  context



Subjective	  judgment

95

7	  a.	  That	  was	  a	  good	  movie,	  eh?
b. That	  was	  a	  good	  movie.

= Confirm 
that you 
agree



Summary:	  the	  functional	  profile	  of	  eh?
UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:	  Syn
exclamative
interrogative
imperative
declarative

Cx:	  Phon
/: respond
\:	  I’ll	  contine

eh
you	  agree	  
with	  
this	  speech	  act

Cs:	  Disc
A =	  expert
S	  =	  expert
No expert

…

Functions	  are	  
constructed!

Cx:	  social

‘eh’ is 
useful!



Why	  is	  the	  use	  of	  eh	  so	  limited?

97

Pre-publication version. Please do not share or cite! 

extracted from the corpus, the variants right and you know are the majority variants, representing 42.2% 
and 36.4% of the total number of UFTs respectively. Variation between the two variants is strongly 
correlated with age. Right rises from 2.2% of all UFTs among the oldest speakers in TEA to 60.4% 
among the youngest speakers. In contrast, you know decreases from 66.2% to 31.2% and 22.5% across 
age groups. The less frequent variant, yeah, is also in decline, and eh is very infrequent at all ages 
despite its status as a stereotype of Canadian English (Denis 2013). Other variants, such as you see and 
okay, also play a peripheral role in this speech community and we will not discuss these further. 
 
Table 3 Frequency of UFT variants by three broad age groups  

 right you know yeah eh other TOTAL 
 % N % N % N % N % N N 

>60 2.2 11 66.2 325 26.5 130 2.4 12 2.7 13 491 
30-59 49.8 319 31.2 200 11.7 75 5.9 38 1.4 9 641 
<30 60.4 487 22.5 181 12.0 97 1.4 11 3.7 30 806 
TOTAL 42.2 817 36.4 706 15.6 302 3.1 61 2.7 52 1938 
 

Figure 2 plots the results of four separate binomial fixed effects logistic regressions testing the 
effect of speaker age (on the x-axis) on the probability of right, you know, yeah and eh respectively (on 
the y-axis). The size of the data points plotted along the top of the figure represent the frequency of 
occurrence of right, you know, yeah and eh (as indicated by the shape) at that point along the x-axis. The 
dots along the bottom of the figure represent non-occurrence of the respective variant. Fitted logistic 
regression lines for speaker age from each of the four models are also plotted. The grey ribbons 
represent 95 per cent confidence intervals. The patterns in Figure 2 confirm the observations made with 
respect to Table 3. For older individuals, right is a marginal variant with a probability hovering under 
.20. However, the probability of the variant rises steadily among the forty- to sixty-year-olds (born 
between 1943 and 1963) and continues to rise among young people to a probability of almost .75. In 
contrast, the probability of you know decreases over this same apparent-time period from just under .75 
to around .20 such that right becomes the majority variant among speakers born after approximately 
1970. This cross-over pattern is confirmed by independent mixed effects models that take individual 
speaker variance into account (not shown). The probabilities of the two marginal variants yeah and eh 
are consistently low, and speaker age was not significant for either variant. A mixed effects model with 
individual speaker taken into account (not shown) confirms that the frequency of these two variants is 
stable across apparent time. 

 

With respect to attitude, Canadian English speakers show a wide 
range of responses to the different constructions, from very positive 
for eh with opinions to overwhelmingly negative for narrative eh? 

Gold	  &	  Tremblay	  2006



The	  contribution	  of	  the	  Social	  context
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UoL +	   Cx = f

Cx:	  Syn Cx:	  social
older,	  rural,	  less	  
educated,	  
male,	  
Canadian,
informal,	  
inclusive

Cx: Ph Cx:	  Disc

‘eh?’ is 
stigmatized



(1) Ni xin yang le tiao gou, ha1?
you newgrow ASP CL dog prt
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(2) Wo xin yang le tiao gou, ha2?
I new grow Asp Cl dog, prt

Tone: H-L

Tone: H-H

Northern	  Mandarin



[+/-‐coin]	  Ground
A	  more	  complete	  typology:	  Mandarin

2017-‐05-‐09 The	  syntax	  of	  interaction 100



What I’m saying 
{is/is not} in 
my ground

Coincidence	  on	  the	  extended	  
spine
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groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[u coin]

GroundAdr

 S(entence)

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[u coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

What I’m saying 
{is/is not} in 
your ground



What I’m saying 
{is/is not} in 
my response-set

Coincidence	  on	  the	  extended	  
spine
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What I’m saying 
{is/is not} in your 
response-set

respP

resp

resp

GroundAdr

[+coin]

RespAdr

 S(entence)

RespP

Resp

Resp

GroundAdr

[+coin]

RespSpkr

 S(entence)[ucoin] [ucoin]



Exploring	  the	  typological	  
range
Evidence	  from	  Mandarin
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groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundAdr

 S(entence)

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[-coin]

GroundAdr

 S(entence)



Mandarin:	  de	  (Bel,(S,p))
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Context:	  John	  was	  told	  that	  Mary	  drives	  to	  work.	  He	  wonders	  whether	  he	  
can	  take	  a	  ride	  each	  morning.	  But	  he	  is	  not	  sure	  whether	  Mary	  drives	  every	  
morning.	  He	  runs	  into	  Bob,	  Mary’s	  husband,	  and	  wants	  to	  know	  whether	  it	  
is	  true.	  Bob	  says:

Ta	   meitian zaoshangkaiche shangbande.
She	  every.daymorning	   drive	  	  	  	  work	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  PRT
‘She	  (really)	  drives	  to	  work	  every	  morning.’

Ta	  meitian zaoshangkaiche shangban.
She	  every.daymorning	  drive	  work
She	  drive	  to	  work	  every	  morning.



Mandarin:	  de	  (Bel,(S,p))

105

        de

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

Speaker	  comment:	  
de indicates	  that	  S	  is	  100%	  sure	  about	  p.	  

Without	  de the	  utterance	  is	  simply	  a	  
statement	  of	  p,	  …	  the	  speaker’s	  stance	  
cannot	  be	  directly	  identified.	  

Ta	  	  	  	  meitian zaoshang kaiche shangban de.
She	  every.daymorning	   	  	  drive	  	  	  	  work	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  PRT
‘She	  (really)	  drives	  to	  work	  every	  morning.’



Mandarin:	  a	  (¬Bel,(S,p))
Context:	  John	  is	  talking	  with	  his	  advisor	  Mary	  for	  his	  graduation.	  He	  thinks	  
he	  has	  already	  	  	  done	  what	  are	  required	  for	  graduation.	  But	  Mary	  thinks	  
he	  needs	  to	  publish	  another	  article	  before	  his	  graduation.

John:	   Dou	  wancheng le.	   Wo	  xianzai dengzhebiye le.
All	  	  finish	  	  	  	  asp.	   I	  	  	  	  	  	  now	  	  	  	  	  	  wait	  	  asp	  graduate	  asp.
Everything	  is	  done.	  Now	  I	  am	  waiting	  for	  my	  graduation.

Mary:	   Buguo ni hai xuyao fabiao yi pian lunwen.
But	  	  	  	  	  	  	  you	  still	  need	   publish	  one	  cl	  	  	  	  	  	  paper
But	  you	  need	  to	  publish	  one	  more	  paper	  (before	  you	  graduate).

John:	  Shenme?	  Wo	  hai dei xie yi pian lunwen a
What?	  	  	  	  I	   still	  must	  write	  one	   CL	  	  	  	  	  thesis	  	  	  	  PRT
What?	  I	  still	  have	  a	  thesis	  to	  write	  (which	  is	  out	  of	  my	  

expectation).	  
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Mandarin:	  a	  (¬Bel,(S,p))

John:	  Shenme?	  Wo	  hai dei xie yi pian lunwen a
What?	  	  	  	  I	   still	  must	  write	  one	   CL	  	  	  	  	  thesis	  	  	  	  PRT
What?	  I	  still	  have	  a	  thesis	  to	  write	  (which	  is	  out	  of	  my	  

expectation).	  

107

        a

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)



Mandarin	  particles:	  ma	  	  
(Bel,(A,p))
Context:	  Mary	  sent	  John	  a	  puppy	  to	  keep.	  After	  a	  month,	  John	  
calls	  Mary	  to	  ask	  which	  kind	  of	  dog’s	  food	  is	  better	  for	  his	  dog.	  
He	  says	  to	  Mary:

Ni	  	  	  shangci gei wo	  	  le	  	  	  	  tiao gou ma…
You	  last.time give	  	  me	  asp	  cl	  	  	  	  	  dog	  	  prt

…wo	  xiang wen	  ni nage paizi de	  	  	  	  	  	  gouliang hao.
I	  	  	  	  	  want	  ask	   you	  which	  brand	  poss.	  Dog.food good.

‘Remember	  you	  gave	  me	  a	  dog	  last	  time.	  
Now	  I	  want	  to	  ask	  which	  food	  is	  good	  for	  him.’
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Mandarin	  particles:	  ma	  	  
(Bel,(A,p))

Ni	  	  	  shangci gei wo	  	  le	  	  	  	  tiao gou ma…
You	  last.time give	  	  me	  asp	  cl	  	  	  	  	  dog	  	  prt
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        ma

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundAdr

 S(entence)

In	  literature,	  final	  ma	  is	  considered	  to	  
express	  that	  the	  utterance	  is	  natural	  and	  
right.	  (Chao	  1968,	  lyu 1999:375,	  etc.	  ).	  
…	  S	  has	  sufficient	  reason	  to	  believe	  that	  
the	  utterance	  should	  be	  known	  by	  A.	  
The	  utterance	  could	  be	  a	  natural	  law,	  or	  
something	  known	  by	  both	  S	  and	  A.	  



Mandarin	  particles:	  bei
(¬Bel,(A,p))
Context:	  Mary	  knows	  that	  John	  doesn’t	  like	  cats.	  But	  one	  day	  when	  
they	  are	  in	  the	  supermarket,	  she	  finds	  that	  John	  is	  looking	  at	  cat	  
toys.	  

Mary:	  	  Ni	  	  zenmekan mao de	  	  	  	  	  	  dongxi?
You	  why	   look	  cat	   poss.	  	  things
Why	  are	  you	  looking	  at	  the	  cat	  stuff?

John:	   Wo	  	  erzi jian huilai yi zhi maobei yiding yao yang.
My	  son	   pick	  	  back	  	  	  one	  cl	  	  	  cat	  	  	  	  prt,	  certainly	  want	  keep
(You	  haven’t	  known	  that	  )	  my	  son	  picked	  up	  a	  cat	  

somewhere	   and	  wants	  to	  keep	  it	  anyway.	  
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Mandarin	  particles:	  bei
(¬Bel,(A,p))

John:	   Wo	  	  erzi jian huilai yi zhi maobei yiding yao yang.
My	  son	   pick	  	  back	  	  	  one	  cl	  	  	  cat	  	  	  	  prt,	  certainly	  want	  keep
(You	  haven’t	  known	  that	  )	  my	  son	  picked	  up	  a	  cat	  

somewhere	   and	  wants	  to	  keep	  it	  anyway.	  
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        bei

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundAdr

 S(entence)



Mandarin:	  ma	  vs.	  bei

Context:	  John	  is	  going	  to	  school	  after	  breakfast.	  His	  mom	  asks	  him	  
to	  take	  an	  umbrella.	  

Mom:	  Take	  your	  umbrella.
John:	  Why	  do	  I	  need	  to	  take	  umbrella?

Mom:	  Waimian xiayu le	  	  	  	  ma/*bei.
Outside	  	  	  rain	  	  	  	  asp	  prt
(You	  know	  that)	  it’s	  raining	  outside.	  

John:	   Yu	  you	  bu da,	  bu dai le.
Rain	  at.all not	  heavy,	  not	  take	  asp
It’s	  not	  heavy	  rain	  so	  I	  don’t	  take	  it.
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        ma

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundAdr

 S(entence)



Mandarin:	  ma	  vs.	  bei
Context:	  John	  is	  going	  to	  school	  after	  breakfast.	  His	  mom	  asks	  him	  to	  take	  
an	  umbrella.	  

Mom:	  Take	  your	  umbrella.
John:	  Why	  do	  I	  need	  to	  take	  umbrella?

Mom:	  Waimian xiayu le	  bei/*ma.
Outside	  rain	  asp	  prt
(You	  haven’t	  known	  that)	  it’s	  raining	  outside.	  

John:	   You	  xiayu le.	  Zenme zongxiayune?
Again	  rain	  asp.	  Why	  always	  rain	  prt
It’s	  raining	  again!	  Why	  does	  it	  always	  rain?	  
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        bei

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundAdr
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All	  possibilities	  are	  attested	  in	  
Mandarin
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groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[+coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

groundP

ground
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GroundAdr
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GroundAdr
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groundP
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de a

ma bei



How	  can	  we	  say	  something	  we	  don’t	  
know
Does	  English	  have	  [-‐coin]	  particles?
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        a

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)



(¬Bel,(S,p))	  
holds	  before	  time	  of	  conversation
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John:	  Shenme?	  Wo	  hai dei xie yi pian lunwen a
What?	  	  	  	  I	  	  	  	  	  	  	  still	  must	  write	  one	  	  CL	  	  	  	  	  thesis	  	  	  	  PRT
What?	  I	  still	  have	  a	  thesis	  to	  write	  (which	  is	  out	  of	  my	  expectation).	  

p is NEW 
information 
for Speaker

Ground-
Spkr

NOW

Bel(p)



More	  on	  the	  timing	  of	  grounding:
Canadian	  eh
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Ground-
Spkr

NOW

Bel(p)

Ground-
Spkr

NOW

Bel(p)Bel(p)

p = old beliefp = New belief



You	  have	  a	  new	  dog	  eh?

Timing	  of	  grounding



*Du	  	  	  host	  	  	  leicht an	  	  neichn Hund
You	  have	  part	  	  	  a	  	  	  new	  	  	  	  dog?
Du	  host	  an	  neichn Hund,	  geu?
You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	  conf

Du	  	  	  host	  	  	  leicht an	  	  neichn Hund?
You	  have	  part	  	  	  a	  	  	  new	  	  	  	  dog?
*Du	  host	  an	  neichn Hund,	  geu?
You	  have	  a	  new	  dog,	   conf

In German, the 
timing of 
grounding is 
encoded by 
different particles

Intonation



Hin ha’t-‐i xa’ⱡȼin,	  qáqá
You	  have	  a	  dog	  eh?

Hin ha’t-‐i xa’ⱡȼin,	  qáqa
You	  have	  a	  dog	  eh?

In Ktunaxa, 
intonation encodes 
the timing of 
grounding

Intonation



Does	  English	  have	  [-‐coin]	  
particles?
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Context:	  John	  is	  not	  a	  ‘dog	  person’	  and	  has	  always	  claimed	  that	  he	  will	  never	  get	  
a	  dog.	  One	  day,	  he	  changed	  his	  mind	  and	  decided	  to	  buy	  a	  dog.	  Then	  he	  has	  to	  
inform	  his	  friend	  Mary.	  He	  runs	  into	  her	  and	  tells	  her	  that	  he	  has	  a	  new	  dog.	  Mary	  
responds:
a. #Do	  you	  have	  a	  dog?
b. #You	  have	  a	  dog,	  eh?
c. You	  have	  a	  dog/?	  

Ground-
Spkr

NOW

Bel(p)¬Bel(p)

Sudo 2013	  

Incredulity 
contour

Hirschberg	  &	  Ward,	  1992	  



Does	  English	  have	  [-‐coin]	  
particles?

122

Intonation 
instead of a 
particle?

Wakefield	  2014
Heim	  et	  al.	  2016

groundP

ground

ground

GroundAdr

[- coin]

GroundSpkr

 S(entence)

Incredulity	  
contour



Predictions
Co-‐occurrence
Ordering	  restrictions
Selectional restrictions
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groundP

ground

ground  Ground

 GroundSpkr  Ground

 Ground

GroundAdr

 CP



Co-‐occurrence

(1) Ta	  	  	  jia kai	  	  	  	  	  	  shuiguodian de	  	  ma.
His	  family	  open	  fruit	   shop	  	  prt prt
his	  family	  runs	  a	  fruit	  shop	  (you	  know	  that)

(2) Ta	  	  	  jia kai	  	  	  	  	  	  shuiguodian de	  	  	  bei.
His	  	  family	  	  open	  fruit	   shop	  	  prt prt
his	  family	  runs	  a	  fruit	  shop	  (you	  didn’t	  know	  that)
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groundP

ground

ground  Ground

 GroundSpkr  Ground

 Ground

GroundAdr

 CP
de

ma
bei



Ordering

(1) *Ta	  	  jia kai	  	  	  	  	  	  shuiguo dian ma	  	  de.
His	  family	  open	   fruit	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  shop	  	  prt prt
his	  family	  runs	  a	  fruit	  shop	  (you	  know	  that)

(2) *Ta	  	  jia kai	  	  	  	  	  	  shuiguodian bei de.
His	  	  	  family	  	  open	  	  fruit	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  shop	  	  prt prt
his	  family	  runs	  a	  fruit	  shop	  (you	  didn’t	  know	  that)
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Cantonese	  A>S

126

Evidence	  from	  Cantonese	  sentence-‐peripheral	  discourse	  markers

daai6	  	  	  seng1	  	  	  zau6	  	  dak1	   laa3	   me1	  	  	  ho2?	  
big	  	  	  	  	  	  	  voice	  	  	  	  	  then	  	  okay	   change.of.state me1	  	  ho2
‘Can	  one	  get	  by	  just	  by	  being	  loud?	  I	  don’t	  think	  so!
You’d	  agree	  I’m	  asking	  a	  valid	  question,	  right?’

*daai6	  seng1	  	  zau6	  	  dak1	  laa3	   ho2 me1

me1: Bel (S, ¬p), 
ho2: Bel (S (Bel (A,p))	  

Lam	  2014



127

Selection:	  evidence	  from	  
Cantonese

Lam	  2014


