SEI:  Bringing the real world into your course/program/initiative and vice versa (including excerpts from Ecology courses taught by Alice Cassidy and Plant Biology courses taught by Shona Ellis)

The art of seeing

From imperfection's murkiest cloud

Darts forth one ray of perfect light,

One flash of heaven's glory

Song of the universe, Walt Whitman - 'Leaves of Green'

1. Approximately how many times have you walked across part of campus? (Guestimate!)

2. List 2 or 3 things you have seen on those walks that relate to the natural world or sustainability:

Our outdoor classes this term provide an opportunity to walk to places that, perhaps, you have been to or by many times, but to make the time and effort to truly see what is there. "Nature," said William Hillcourt, noted nature author and Scouter, "has a way of speaking to all, of calling us out under the open sky, to listen to her various languages." In order for us to be receptive, we need to cultivate curiosity, an open mind, patience and a willingness to learn.

3. As we walk around on this field trip, make note of some biotic (plants, animals, other living forms) and abiotic (rocks, water, other non-living) features. Do your best to describe them (using words and/or images)

4.  What are some examples of ways that humans have made use of biotic or abiotic features, or maybe been inspired by or interpreted them here? Think of the Asian Centre, Japanese gardens, Museum of Anthropology, C.K. Choi Bldg.

5. Your Teaching/Leading/Facilitating:

How are you currently making real life connections in your course/program/imitative?  Do you bring your participants/students into the real world, or vice versa?

6.  Where/how might you do (more of) this?   Any inspiration from our observations and conversations?

7. How do these efforts help our students/participants?

8. Two action steps I will take to make use of the experiences and ideas from this field trip:

9. What is one thing you saw, or saw more closely today that you may not have noticed or thought too much about on your previous walks across parts of campus?

Check out these websites:

http://www.hedgerows.com/
http://www.geog.ubc.ca/courses/geog210/fieldtrips/UBC_campus.html
http://www.moa.ubc.ca/
http://www.english.ubc.ca/faculty/ricou/
http://www.sustain.ubc.ca/greenbuilding.html
http://www.metrovancouver.org/
