The Answering Machine
Lisa Huffaker

Psalms 46:6 He uttered his voice, the earth melted.

They blurred their wings

over the waxen cells.

That was how nectar thickened
into something denser, a message
from deep in the earth: how rains
and sun had stirred the soil,

and how, for a long time, summer
was gentle with us.

Certain machines grow obsolete.

The hive’s bright hum

sounds quaint now: a foolish spooling
of magnetic speech: yesterday’s voice,
talking through crackle and buzz.

Gaze, though, into the amber fossil:
what hangs, suspended in the jewel?
Dance us a message,

tell us where the flowers

used to grow.
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