summer house
morgan downie

a rising of rooks
doorstep rowdies
clouds the trees
bees are a steady
motorway hum
through the spined
thatch of thistle

here in the tumble
of walls, fallen slate
nests on a floor
turfed with bracken
armillary stones
halo’d into
predictive silence

easy to moor

in such a place
become green bones
cast green thoughts
adrift as leaves

while the sun

sleep walks the world
around me




morgan downie is a short story and poetry writer. he grew up in orkney and
remains an island man by formation, having found mainland roads no less
circular. an invertebrate and botanical recorder he believes there is no short walk
that cannot be extended by the possession of close focus binoculars and the
habit of speaking to strangers.

Border Free Bees

This poem is one of ten poems selected to appear in The Pollinator Poetry Post, a public art
project of Border Free Bees. Over 130 original poems were submitted from contributors
throughout Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom. The Post will be installed in
various locations in Kelowna and Richmond, British Columbia, Canada from 2016-2017. The
poets whose work is published are as follows: Yvonne Blomer, Meri Culp, morgan downie, Tami
Haaland, Lisa Huffaker, Guillaume Loslier-Pinard, Christine Lowther, Rhona McAdam, Wendy
Morton, Phoebe Reeves.

Border Free Bees is a long-term public art initiative headed by Dr. Cameron Cartiere, Associate
Professor in the Faculty of Culture + Community at Emily Carr University of Art + Design and
Nancy Holmes, Associate Professor in the Faculty of Creative and Critical Studies at The University
of British Columbia, Okanagan, in collaboration with numerous strategic partners. The initiative’s
mission is to raise awareness of the plight of wild pollinators, empower communities to actively
engage in solutions for habitat loss, and transform under-utilized urban sites into aesthetically
pleasing and scientifically viable pollinator pastures. Border Free Bees is supported by the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.

Judges for the contest were poets Nancy Holmes and Fionncara MacEoin, pollinator scientist Dr.
Elizabeth Elle, and public art theorist and artist Dr. Cameron Cartiere. Border Free Bees thanks
Fionncara MacEoin, S. Megan Hunter and Kaila Burke for building the Poetry Post. The poetry
pages were designed by Fionncara MacEoin with illustrations by Rhythm Hunter.

www.borderfreebees.com




