Writing Objectives: Action Verbs by Domain and Level of Learning
A sample of action verbs, arranged alphabetically by levels and learning domains, is shown in the table below. This list is neither exhaustive nor precise, but it should provide a starting point for writing objectives.
	Action Verbs by Domain and Level of Learning 

	
	Cognitive
	Psychomotor 
	Affective 

	Novice 
	cite      name

define      outline

identify       select

label       specify

list       state

match       translate
	grasp       pull

hear       push

identify      set up

locate       select

move      show

press      sort
	accept      name

ask       recognize

describe       respond to

follow      see

identify      select

listen       use

	Advanced Beginner 
	apply       explain

convert       illustrate

discuss       practice

distinguish      prepare

draw      summarize

estimate       use
	adjust       insert

assemble       locate

copy       loosen

disconnect       remove

draw      rotate

fasten      slide
	account for      discuss

accumulate      follow

assist       perform

choose       practice

commend      share

comply      study

	Competent 
	analyze      explain

compare      modify

contrast       plan

criticize       predict

diagram       schedule

discriminate
	activate       manipulate

calibrate      measure

construct       operate

duplicate      perform

fix       trace

load
	approve      join

complete      justify

display      propose

form       verify

initiate       work through

invite

	Expert 
	assess       formulate

compose      generate

create       organize

critique      propose

design
	adapt       diagnose

combine       generate

compose      organize

design      repair

devise
	adapt       mediate

defend       organize

design       revise

influence       solve

integrate


