
News travels by 
word of mouth

Creation of 
phonetic 
symbols

Early government 
produced news 

sheets distributed 
in China during 

the Han dynasty

The Ten 
Commandments 

are chiselled out in 
the Middle East

W a n d e r i n g 
merry minstrels 
s p r e a d n e w s 
a ro u n d s m a l l 
geographic areas

Regular newsletters 
are distributed 

among economically 
and politically 

powerful families

Dutch newsletters 
expand the scope 
of the newsletter 
to include current 

events from all 
over the world

Oxford Gazette is 
published and is the 

first publication that 
meets all the criteria for 

a newspaper - 
importantly it is 

available to all classes

Radio becomes a 
hugely popular 

medium for news 
transmission

Televisions hit the 
market and very 
quickly surpass 

radio as the 
medium of choice

Cable news 
networks go on 
the air, able to 

cater to a much 
more narrow 

audience

The internet surpasses 
all other media and 

completely dominates 
the news delivery 

landscape

Newspapers 
are ubiquitous 
the world over


