
Today’s educationalists are tweeting about all manner of things. Math teachers about math, history 

teachers about history, and unsurprisingly, French teachers about French. For this assignment, Lindsay 

and I have decided to narrow our scope a little and put the focus on not simply education holistically, but 

rather anti-racist education & educators specifically. It’s an important topic in the #blacklivesmatter era 

and one that can be misunderstood. The theory is that anti-racist education will lead to a more just world 

for not only people of colour and their own benefit, but for the betterment of everyone.  

So off the hop, what does anti-racist mean?  

Well, the Oxford Dictionary defines it as “the 

policy or practice of opposing racism and 

promoting racial tolerance”. And Ibram X Kendi, 

author of How to be an Anti-Racist says that “it’s not enough to simply be not racist. The opposite of 

‘racist’ isn’t ‘not racist’. It is ‘antiracist’” (North, 2020). 

All this to say, anti-racist is active, while not racist is 

passive. Anti-racist requires one to put in the work to tear 

down racism in all its forms - rather than sitting on the 

sidelines, simply not really hating anyone.  

It’s self-evident that being anti-racist 

is harder than being not racist, and 

this is where social media comes in. 

Would-be reams have been written 

about how social media is rotting our brains, but it’s also giving us direct access to the people that are at 

the forefront of the anti-racism movement.  



Dr. Ibram X. Kendi is a professor at Boston University, Director of the Anti-Racism Centre, a New York 

Times #1 Best Selling Author, and one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of 2020. Kendi 

“has emerged as one of the most important scholars of his generation” (Sharpton, 2020). Through his 

books and his Twitter account, he “provides concrete and 

actionable steps and recommendations that we can all take 

to wipe out the vestiges of racism and bigotry and strive 

to be—to use the term Kendi popularized in 2019—

antiracist” (Sharpton, 2020). And a quick glance at his 

twitter page shows both how wide his reach is, as well as 

how much work there is to do on the topic.  

 

His roughly 326,000 followers on Twitter suggest a 

widely-cast net. And indeed that dwarfs the numbers of 

the average user. But when compared to others in the 

public eye, it’s a little depressing. Kim Kardashian - who 

is famous for being wealthy on TV - has 66.9 million followers. US President and vile human Donald 

Trump has 87.2 million followers. And Justin Bieber has an astounding 112.8 million followers - almost 

four times the population of his home country of Canada. But 326,000 is a start; and on the positive side, 

the largest following on Twitter belongs to former US President Barack Obama who has more followers 

than any of the above accounts - coming in at a staggering 123.9 million.  

Kendi is focussed, through all his writing and speaking, on advancing the anti-racist movement. He’s 

written four books on the topic - including a children’s book entitled Anti-Racist Baby. He speaks on the 

need for education to help in the fight to eradicate racism. He speaks truth to power on the history of 

where we’ve been. And he speaks with hope about where we can go from here.  



The brilliance here is that he’s addressing current 

narratives around the nonsensical all lives matter 

racist dog-whistle. He’s drawing a parallel between 

slave owners and their slaves being granted their 

freedom, and racist America today crying persecution at the thought of black lives mattering. People who 

adhere - even in part - to the all lives matter narrative - Trumpism as Kendi defines it here - are 

demonstrably wrong. 



And here’s how: either there is a limited amount of freedom to go around, or there is an infinite amount of 

freedom. If there is a limited amount, then giving more freedom to people of colour would mean losing 

some of your own as a person who inherited a greater share of power. If there is a finite amount of 

freedom, white people giving up some to correct a systemic imbalance is simply just. Either way it’s 

sliced though, it leads to equality - assuming the people in power aren’t awful. And if there’s an infinite 

amount of freedom, then there is no logical reason (that isn’t inherently racist) to withhold any of it.  

Dr Kendi is an optimist though. He’s hopeful. His Anti 

Racism Centre received a substantial $1.5 million 

grant from the The Rockefeller Foundation to fund 

work in anti-racist research. He believes that education 

is the way forward.  

Twitter’s CEO Jack Dorsey got in on the act as 

well, donating $10 million to Kendi’s centre - granting him the ability to continue the necessary work.  

And necessary it is. One of the greatest mistakes we’ve made a society is to allow people to say, “it’s just 

my opinion” and leave that unchallenged. Writer, 

comedian, and avid tweeter Ricky Gervais has said: 



  

On Twitter, Kendi speaks in aphorisms. This style lends itself well to media where one must adhere to a 

strict character limit. And this leads naturally and necessarily to readers of his tweets to construct their 

own meaning from his words. This is cognitive constructivism.  

“Cognitive constructivism states knowledge is something that is actively constructed by learners 

based on their existing cognitive structures. Therefore, learning is relative to their stage of 

cognitive development. Cognitivist teaching methods [therefore] aim to assist students in 

assimilating new information to existing knowledge” (McLeod, 2019). 

People will read a Tweet about Trump or about 

George Floyd will make their own meaning of what 

he’s saying. If they hold to a world view in which 

Trump is a saviour and Biden is the Devil incarnate, 

then Kendi’s tweet will be seen as apocryphal; his 

ideas as radical and dangerous. 

If however, one reads one of Kendi’s tweets about Trump or about George Floyd, and if said person is a 

proponent of the Black Lives Matter movement, they will then view the tweet as worthy of praise; 

perhaps even revolutionary. Perspective is everything in Constructivism and in life.  

In his books however, Kendi is of 

course not limited to poetic, 

attention grabbing thought nuggets 

of 140 characters. He’s free to 

elaborate as he sees fit. In How to be Anti-Racist (2020), Kendi speaks on the divide in education around 

standardized testing. He recounts how as a university student he spent $1,000to take a Graduate Record 

Exam preparation course whose teacher boasted of a 200 point boost to the students’ GRE scores. He 

found the claim to be outlandish, but as the course progressed, he realized that the professor hadn’t 

claimed that she would make the students smarter, or more knowledgeable — just that they’d learn how to 



best take the test. (Kendi, pg 100). He likens it to weight lifting and the difference between brute strength 

and proper form.  

But he also reflects on his privilege to be able to afford the $1,000 to enrol in such a course. And the 

privilege of his mostly white classmates. Kendi settles on the fact that he’s going to get a 200 point boost 

on his GRE solely because he can afford to spend $1,000 for that boost. “The use of standardized tests to 

measure aptitude and intelligence is one of the most effective racist policies ever devised to degrade 

Black minds and exclude Black bodies” (Kendi, pg 101). He seeks to reimagine the public school system, 

wondering, What would happen “if we measured intellect by an individual’s desire to know? What if we 

realized the best way to ensure an effective educational system is not by standardizing our curricula and 

tests, but by standardizing the opportunities available to all students” (Kendi, pg 103). In his novels, he’s 

able to delve deeply into a topic and present it from a variety of angles. It’s a more nuanced approach. 

And in long form writing, he’s is also able to 

bring in people who may not have initially 

agreed with him.  

And ever the educator, Kendi amplifies voices who extol critical thought,  seeking to help readers “to 

make the appropriate modifications to 

their existing intellectual framework to  

a c c o m m o d a t e [ n e w ] 

information” (McLeod, 2019). It’s a 

noble goal — but a difficult one to 

achieve online.  

In a perfect world, the comments section would be a place to share ideas and come to new and deeper 

ways of knowing. But as anyone who has ever clicked on the view comments button online is aware, this 

is not the case. And not by a long shot. A place that could have been a haven for intellectual debate and 

discussion, for Piagetian meaning-making, is nearly always nothing more than a cesspool of vitriol and 

anger — or a resonant echo chamber, depending on the clientele.  



The rub is that while Kendi, through his books, can offer a more nuanced approach that could perhaps 

bridge an ideological gap and bring a new person into the discussion, it’s rare that a person will invest the 

$20-$30 and many, many hours into reading a book from an author that they don’t agree with. How many 

liberals out there have read a Ben Shapiro or a Sean Hannity book? And while his tweets are accessible to 

anyone with an internet connection, it’s certainly a near impossible task to effect any change in another’s 

world view on the basis of tweets alone. If that is the goal in using this medium, there’s been a  

miscalculation. 

But no discussion of media and messaging would be complete 

without speaking of Marshall McLuhan who famously declared 

the medium itself to be, in fact, the message (1967).  

“Media ecology theory is the study of media, technology, and 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d h o w t h e y a f f e c t h u m a n 

environments” (West & Turner, 2014). What’s interesting with 

respect to Twitter - and the internet overarchingly - is do they 

constitute an environment? Does an environment have to be a 

physical place, or can it be a virtual one the exists on servers and in the ether? I would posit that they 

themselves are indeed environments, but just a sort of environment. As the physical world is another sort 

of environment. We could further say that human relationships are an environment unto themselves as 

well. So how are any and all of these affected by Twitter?  

Lyndsey and I took particular interest in the uppermost squares in 

the tetrad presented above. I’ve long said that the democracy of 

the internet is both a blessing and a curse. It’s excellent that 

brilliant thinkers can extend their voices and advance ideas of 

social justice, the same extension is given the village idiot who uses his platform to deal in untruths. Sad! 
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