SSHRC tips:
5 Ws

What:

·  clearly state your research question/intellectual puzzle; theoretical perspective

· Avoid jargon, theory speak – people outside the discipline will be reading it; mixed opinions about whether you should go against the grain (use code words)
· Show you know what has already been written, where the topic is located w/in the broader discipline. 

· What are you going to do with the research – how/where do you want to publish, present; book, journal articles, specialized conferences, etc. 

How:

· Show that you have a sense of your methods and what is doable; how many interviews, surveys, etc. there is an industry standard (eg. 50 interviews) ask supervisor – don’t have to actually do that many. Convention is you say you’re going to do 50 then report saturation at 30/40. 
· Mixed methods sell: if you’re qualitative say you’ll explore option of using secondary data sets (census, etc)

· What is your sample?

· Make sure it’s doable

Where:

· Already at school; justify your choice of schools, how will/does being in this department help you meet your intellectual, research, professional needs; what kinds of training have you already received
· City – if it ties into your field work

Who

· Justify choice of supervisor; what can they offer you; draw on their academic reputation

· Why are you as a researcher particularly able to answer the research question you have set for yourself; what skills, experience, etc do you bring to the research (remember that reference letters will build on this)

Why *

· What contribution will your research make to society and sociology as a discipline

· Proposals that sell are the ones that fill in a gap, use old data in new ways, reflect changing society

· Mine – arguing need to study family in different way – opening sentence; current body of knowledge is outdated my research is necessary to bring it up to date
